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THE INFLUENCE"OF SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION
ON WORKERS IN CAPITALIST COUNTRIES

By Harry Porurr..

e Dolvber Revolulion and the International Proletariat,
PYNHE Ocober Revolution in Russia in 1917
, sent an clecuic thrill through the war-weary

arkers of the world.

In our lifeume, the taunt of the capitalist
wich as Churchill chat the workers are “not fit to
wern,” has been hurled back ar them with a re-
sund that day by day is having its revolutionising
ect all over the world. ;

{p the ruins and decadence of Czardom-—out
4 backward agricultural country, workers and
weasants, under the leadership of the Communist
urty of the Sovier Union, led by Comrades
cnda and Stalin, have built up a new powerful
wialist country that has w be reckoned with

3y gvery c‘upimﬁs; government the world over.
"his transformation has been wrought despite
¢ ‘gvery concelvable obstacle and dithiculty, from
_ fumine, 10 carefully prepared wrecking, organised
ad financed by counter-revolutioparies - from
broad. It has Dbeen dose on the unshak-
ble  basis of loyalty 1o revolutionary prin-

des and faith in the working class.

It was bue natural that the October Revoludion
“ahould have exercised a tremendous influcnce on
ghe world labour inovenient. ‘The contrast between
he rcvulu(ionary conquest of J)owcr in Russia,
: ghexe alone the Bolsheviks, under Lenin’s leader-
hip, had a consistently revolutionary line against
e Lnperialist war, was in such marked contrast
@ the policy of the reformist leaders in other

f The formadon of Comimunist Parties out of the
aiered vevolutonary sects, the creation of the
;omynunist Internatonal, giving for the first time
4 ceaualised leadership o the class struggle all
ver the world; the hmpetus o national revolu-
pnary struggles in the colonial countries—ithese
‘¢ events of historic imipurtance.  But the
flicnce of the sodal-democruatic leaders was still
cong, and their cunning and (lcmugog{ knew
B bounds.  Platonic references 1o the Russian
‘Hevoludon were the order of the day, and always
_Bith the aim of dampening down and diverting
e revolutionary struggle in their own countries
Ao the safe capitalist channcls of parliamentary
wweracy, and the denial of the armed conquest
éigmcr and the dictatorship of the proletariat,
vacial-democracy rcfcn‘ctl tw the fact that
Cagrism was reactionary; there was no freedom,
R lt:gnl labour movement in Russia; revolution

was the only course for the workers to take. Not
so in the western capitalist democratic councrics,
There, Parliament stood waiting to be captured,
and through this, Socialism could be buile,

This “easy path” 10 Socialism prevailed with
decisive sccuons of the masses, while, at the same
time, their readiness to defend the Soviet Union
was undoubted. This was clearly seen in the
Hands-Ofl Russia movements that ‘exercised great
influence in the capitalist countrics, in the strike
of London dockers on “The Jolly George,” and in
the internatonal solidarity displayed during the
famine of 1gar-22.

The carly struggles and ditliculties in consolida-
ting the Proletarian Dictatorship were anxiously
watched. World-wide interest deveioped not only
amongst the working class, but among the more
fur-sighted of the Intelligentsia, in what was
popularly described as “the great Russian Experi-
ment.” A growing number of workers watched
and noted how every difficulty in the birth of
Sacialistm was exploited by enemies of the Sovict
Unton, and especially by the leaders of social-
democracy. ,

A powerlul polidcal role was played by the early
workers' delegations that came “to the Sovict
Union. They noted at first hand the enormous
size of the country, which is not grasped untl onc
travels in it; they noted the extent of the prob-
lems that had 1o be 'couquercd, and they saw for
themscives how the proletariat of the USSR, led
by the Communists, proposed to grapple with
them. ,

As the first stages of Socialist Construction
began 1o develop, as it became clear that the
Revolution was not going to be defeated, there
developed amongst the capitalists and the leaders
of social-democracy great orposi[ion to such dele-
gations. It became the fashion to speak of “con-
ducted tours,” of “Potemkin villages and  show
places,” but siill the workers' delegations con-
tinued o come, and they, of course, saw defecrs
and things unaccomplished that could be crin-

cised, but everywhere they saw and understood
the significance and scope of the big thing—the
never-ending new construction that was going on.
It was this fact that was spread around in these
vital conversations that ook place when the dele-
pates returned to their own countries and iglked
to their comrades in facwory, trade union brahch,
workers' club and street,




.

2. The international Significance of the Five-Year Plan.

Bug, great as the early influence of the October
Revoluton was, it is true to say that the announce-
ment of the first Five-Year Plan had even greater
effect, especially amongst the mni.ore thoughtful
workers and intelligentsia.

Here, for the first time in history, the Bolsheviks
were announcing and mobilising the resources of
the country to carry out a Five'Year Plan of
Socialist Construction. »

Is maﬁnitude and aim staggered the world. It
was laughed and scorned ar by the capitalists and
social-democratic  leaders. ut amongst the
workers, hopes for its success ran high because the
mass of the warkers realised that whilst the Plan
involved heavy sacrifices, these were justified and
necessary. :

Rank-and-file workers now visiting the Soviet
Union in this period saw the giants of Dnieper-
stroi, Magnitogorsk, Stalingrad, etc, under con-
struction, and they understood and supported
what was being aimed at—the making
Soviet Union economically independent of an

“other country in the world, and strong enough

to defend every inch of its own territory.,

These workers’ delegations naturally contrasted
all this. new construcuon, this never-ending pro-
ducdvity, this development of the productive
resources, with the restriction of production, the
destruction of machinery, raw materials and food-
stuffs in the capitalist. countries.  The contrast
betwecen the two worlds began to take a positive
character that struck even the most hardened
social-democratic worker.

THE PERIOD OF THE SOVIET UNION'S GREATEST
PROGRESS SYNCHRONISED WITH THE PERIOD OF CAPI-
TALISM’S GREATEST Crisis. But who can forget in
the spring and sumnier of 1929 how lyrical became
the capitalist and social-democratic statesmen
about the virtues of “organised capitalism.” The
pacans of praisc about “Ford replacing Marx,” the
phrase so cloquently coined by Fimmen of the
Amsterdam Internadonal and the Social-Demo-
cratic Party, secmed unending. It is indeed in-
structive to quote an extract from the chcch of
Hilferding as typical of the attitude of social-
democracy everywhere. ,

“The Communists are going under. This can only be
a matier of time. . . . The Communists have already lost
all significance for the socialist movement; they are lost.

“A great victory of social-demaocracy is possible . . . |
say once again: we know. the path; we Kknow the goul.
If we conduct our struggle under the slogan of faithful-
ness to socialist principles, of unswervingness in  the
struggle for our aim—the winning of state power—but
with freedom 1o manoeuvre in our tactics, then the possi-
bility of victory will become reality.” (Hilferding, Kiel
S.D.P. Congress, 1938.)

The laughter, scorn and satire about the first
Five-Year Plan soon turned t wonder.  The
interest of the working-class increased to a

of the

very great cxtent, under the influence of the
comparisons made between the developments and
expansion in the U.S.S.R. and the stagnation and
restriction in the ca%italist world. To placate the
masses, “planning” became the order of the day.
There were to be bourgeois Five-Ycar Plans for
this, that and the other, but it became clear 1o

rowing numbers of the workers that, on the
gasis of capitalist economy, there could be no plan-
ning, and the political convicton intensified that
the revolutionary path of struggle alone could

ive the masses the power 1o comncence construc-
uve Socialist Plannintg.

The abolition of unemployment in the
U.S.S.R. ensured an cspecially salutary cffect on
the workers in the capitalist countries.  The
removal of this socal cancer was a socialist
triurnph, which the Communist Pardes have not
made sufficient concrete use of amongst the
masses to draw them closer to Communism. It
was a Bolshevik victory over a scourge that every
working class family in cvery capiralist countcy
has dreaded, and it was achieved at the very
moment when unecmployment in the capitalist
world was beginning to incrcase at an unprece-
dented rate. It was a triumph that interested ali

rogressive people, especially those who had fol-
owed the sodial-reformists, who spend so much of
their time trying to alleviate the worst cffects of
unemployment, and the fact lhat_u had; bccn.cou-
quercd in the U.S.S.R.,, drew t}}ls scction of the
population closer in sympathy with the USSR,

o one any longer doubts that the success ot
the first Five-Year Plan in the Soviet Union
opened up a new cra in world poliucs, and when

“it was quickly followed by the early successes of

the Second Five-Year Plan, by the compleie
destruction of the last exploiting class in the
village, the destruction  of the right opportunists
and the remnants of the counter-revolutionary
Trotskyists and Zinovievites, the power of the
Soviet Union and its role in every phase of inter-
national politics increased immcasurably. It
is sometimes said that figures are dry facts, but ar
Icast a tale is told in tﬁc following table that ix
plain for all-'who are not wilfully blind:

INDUSTRIAL QUTPUT 1N COMPARISON WO 1y2y

(1929=100).
1930 193t 1932 1933 1934
USSR, ... 130 162 185 202 23y
USA. ... 81 68 54 63 67
Gr, Britain ... @2 84 84 88 6
Germany ... 88 72 . 6o 69 86
France ... 101 8y 6y 77 7l
Italy ... 92, 78 67 74 B
World  Toral
(without the
USSR) ... B8j 74 62 71 ne
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This comparisqn has compelled  the _attention
of people hostle to Bolshevism, thar is to say,
- Marxism-Leninism, as for example, the eminent
Hriush Liberal Lord Lothian, when he was foqud
“w pay Lr_il;xgtc o dpcmucs which he has spent his
whole lde in fighung, »
© “fs there not mose tuth in the Murxian diagnosis of
the ills of modern society than we have been accustomed
10 think? 1 confess that the prophecies of Marx and
Lenin are being realised with the most uncomfortable
© aecuracy. When we look round on the wesiern world
b It is, and the persistence of its troubles, is it now obvi-
oug that we' must probe iato the fundamental causcs
far more deeply than we have been in the habit of
doinp? And, in so doing, 1 think that we may find a
ood deal of the Marxian disgnosis is true.” (Lord
Emhian, Loadon School of Economics, Annual Oration,
June, 1931) ‘ : '

Not only workers have been impressed by the
achicvements of Sodalist  Construction in the
USSR, but all sccuons of the intelligentsia,
authors, scientists, doctors, lawyers, dramatists,
musicians, teachers, all these have noted that,
whilat in their professions in the capitalist coun-
trics, therc is stagnaton, decadence, restriction,
dampening down of inventive genius and creative
inigative; in the USSR, there is a mighry
development of Socialist culure, This contrast
has scrved 10 increase the sympathy of important
sections of the middle strata as Friends of the
Sovier Union,

Mention must also be madé of the unportant
efflccts created by the rescue of the erew of the
ice-breaker ¢ Cheliuskin,” which went down in
the Arcuic. It was only the during, cour-
sge and  herolsm of the acroplane pilots and
mechanics, it was the facr that, when -Comrade
Salin pave the order that the crew of the
“Cheliuskin®” must be rescued, it was an indication
of the deep interest in the welfare of the members

- of this scientific expedition, and the fact that the
Soviet Government would spare nothing 1o effect
this rescue. It was an event and a spirit that

_foused the admiration of even hostile cﬁ‘mcms.

o What a contrast 1o the auitude of capitalist
governments in mining disasters, such as Cresford

i England, or the aduitude of the Natonal

Goverminent in the case of the carthiquake  at

Queuy; where the rule was: “Briush frst; natives

take carc of themselves”  Who will ever forget
the callous abandonment by fascist lialy of

Géneral Nobile and his colleagues in the Arctic

expedition, who were also rescued by the Soviet

QUVumném's ice-breaker, the “Krassin,” or forget

tiher  the -difference in attitude  of Comrade
chunidr, who refused to leave any of the members.
af the Cheliuskin expedition, ill though he was,
and that of the fascist Nobile, who, 10 save his
“wn wreiched skin, willinglv abandoned his com-
Fades, '

lois the whole difference between Bolshevism
aud fascism, and irs significance Lias not been
lost on the working class, or certain circles of the
imclligcmsia.

Socialist Gonstruction in the U.8.8.R. and internutional "

Social-Democracy,

For international social—democracy, the con-
tinued progress of the Sovie Union” has been a
heavy blow. " The social-democratic leaders have
been eloquently silent on the’ achievements of the
Soviet Union. " They have been loudly vocal on
the ditliculiies of Socialist construction—difficul-
tics that the rank and file social-democratic
work'crs never failed 1o put in their proper per-
spective,

What now becomes of the vainglorious boasts
of these capitalist lackeys in the camp of social-

" democracy, for cxample, the ineffuble Sir Walter

Citrine, Knight of the British Empire, a “dignity”
bestowed on this creature for services rendered 1o
the British Empire?  How supercilious he was ag
the Swansca Trades Union Congress in 1928 about
the revolutionary path meaning ouly heavy civil
war, violence and bloadshed, and how cocksure he
was that Mondism, wich the full participation of
the T.U.C, would lcad 1o an “xmrrovcmcm in
the standards of living of the peopie.”

Or Arthur Henderson, in the Clay Cross bye-
clecton in 1933, asking the Britsh workers 10
“turn their eyes to the west,” and warch Roosevelr,
“the only constructive statesman in the world.”

The  French, Polish, Crech and  American
social-democratic  leaders  in the same wa
called on the workers 1o peacefully  collabo-
rate. with capitalism and tried - 1o discredit the
example” of the: USSR, The political  line
of the whole of the Sccond International
was cxi.n'csscd ubsolu[cly in the rhupsody writien
by Kir Kautsky, i the Vorwaerts on May 1, 1929,
on the occasion of the Forty Years’ Anniversary
of May Day.

“Here we want 1o mention only the two bigpest of the
advanced capitalist countrics of Europe, Germany und
England. In Germany, the l'luhcnzollcms. were at the
pesk of their puwer &t that time; the sou:ll-dcmocmcy.
A4S an organisation, lay shattered and completely outlawed
through the  Aati-Socialist Law, To-day, we have a
republic; and in Prussia the Premier 18 a_social-demacrar,
and in the Reich a social-democrat ig Chancellor.

"And in England there was o Labour Party forty
years ago—only a few small unumportant socialist sects.
To-day, we have a tremendous L.qbuur Party there, which
is now facing an election campaign that will most likely
make it the biggest pafty in the couatry, and possibly
the governing g«ny.'

“I'rue enough, this does not yet mcan the conquest
of full political power by the proletariat.  For that we
need not merely a socialist govermment, but also 4. social-
st majority in Parliument, and behind Parlianient, &
sacialist majority in the population—a majority primarily
composed  of organised, disciplined, cducated " and inde-
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pendently-thinking proletarians, whose nature  puts its
own stamp uK:n all social life.

“Nowhere have we reached this stage as yet, least of
all in the country of the so-called proletarian dictator-
ship. In Soviet Russia the proletariat bad ‘been system-
.'uic:xll‘z'e corrupted, deceived and disorganised during the
past decade.  The Russian proletariat will arise once
again only when it gains democratic freedom of motion.”
(Rarl Kautsky: Forty Years of May First, Vorwaeris,
May 1, 19293 d :

e blood-bath, which the German Social-
Democrats carried out on May Day, 1929, against
the Berlin workers provides its own apt comment
on what Social-Democracy swod for, and the
example it gave to Hitler, an example he has not
been slow 1o emulate. , :

The wmporary triumph of Hider is the
result of the policy of Social-Democracy. It proved
the accuracy of the analysis often made gy the
Communist Internadonal, l.e., that there was no
easy path to Socialismi, This lesson is to-day
writtern in the blood,. executions, torture and
concentration camps of Germany, Austria and

.Spain. To-day, millions of German workers who

accepted the words of Dittmann that

“there is more socialism in Germany than in the USS.R.”
and Wels that :

“if there is 10 be a dictatorship, then let it be our
dictatorship.”

words spoken at the Magdeburg Congress of the

German Social-Democrauc Party in 1929, now

know from bitter experience how false they were.

The sharp lesson taught the working class by
the mightyUgrowth of : Socialist Construction in
the Soviet Union on the one hand, and the
temporary triumph of Hitler, duc to the policy
of Social-Democracy, on the other, was not lost
upon the masses.  The contrast between the
revolutionary conquest of power by the workers
and peasants, led by the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union, and the “easy path” to power
through Parliamentary Democracy, promised by
German Social-Democracy, was plain for every,
worker to sce.

There can be no doubt about the rapidity
with which this lesson has been learned. It was
quickly revealed in the armed resistance of the
Austrian and Spanish workers to the Fasclst
dictatorship; in the February days of 1934 in
France; and in the continued growth in member-
ship and influence in the Communist Partics of
France, Britain, Amerida and Czecho-Slovakia. At
the same time, the effect of the example of the
land of the Proletarian Dictatorship is un-
doubtedly one of the most important factors in
the revolutionary struggles to defend and extend
the Soviet districts of China.

The New Epoch 5( Sovist Democrasy.

It has been a stock-in-trade argument of the
Social-Democratic leaders that, under Proletarian
Diciatorship, there is no freedom, and they have

set up against the land of the Proletarian Dictator-
ship the world of capitalist democracy. But recent
events in every capitalist country have done much
to destroy the picture Eaiutcd by Social-Demo-
cracy. Fascist dictatorship, either in an open or
concealed form, destroys or reduces to a minimum
the liquidation of the kulaks as a class, the Social-
ist re-making of the masses of the peasantry
by means o Colléctivisation, have created the
reconditions for a great extension of workers’
govict democracy. A new cpoch of Soviet Demo-
cracy has begun. .
It is not some sudden change that has been
made in the Soviet Constitution; the strengthening
and extension of Social Democracy has been a
consistent policy that has been applicd by che
C.PS.U. and the Soviet government, as the posi-
tion of the Sovict Union became stronger and
stronger, as more and more millions were drawn
into the task of Socialist Constructuon. The Soviet
system is the most democratic and free system.
Nowhere in the world have the wilers had such
rights nor have they such rights now as in the
Soviet Union.

In the Soviet elections, year by year, more and
more voters have taken an active part, undl, in the
1934 Sovict elections, 91,000,000 people took part,
or 85 per cent of the available voters.  This at a
time when elections have Dbeen completely
abolished over a large part of Europe.  The posi-
tion of the Soviet Ution is, however, becoming so
strong that Comrade Molotov could report to the
7th Congress of Sovicts:

“While more and more bourgeuis countrics are abolish-

“ing the remnants of the cleciion rights of the population,

THE SOVIET UNION IS COMING EVER CLOSER TO THE COMPLETE
ABOLITION OF ALL LIMITATIONS ON UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE.”

We can be quite sure that these contrasts are
being well pondered over by millions of workers in
the capitalist countrics, who are secing before their
very eyes the foulness of the Social-Democratic
slanders about Proletarian Dictatorship, and who
are being revolutionised in the school of bitier
experience, for they also note how, in the Fascist
countries, -all education and culture are stifled,
books and libraries burned, but in the USSR, the
schools cannot be built up fast cnough; teachers
are at a premium; the printing presses cannot
print the papers and books fast ecnouph; there is
a demand for education and knowl’cclgc never
before known in history, in order more effectively
and efficiently to build up and extend Socialist
Construction.

The Influence of the Pesge Policy of the U.8.8.R.

Alongside all the developments indicated in this
article, there has naturally also taken place 2
similar growth in the international influence ot
the USSR
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“Those capitalist statesmen, who, a few years
*‘bl" were plainly declaring that # they  would

ver shake hands with murder,” are now ghacd

0 enjoy fricadship with the USSR, Evay
month some important capitalist counury sends
its ambassadors to Moscow 10 discuss forciga

icy, 10 sigu .I\Jon-Aggrcssxon. Pacts, or such
ndmarks 1n international diplomacy as the
yanco-Sovier Pact.

* The power and surengih of the Sovier Union, is
firm desire for peace, the knowlcdgc that has now
penetrated deeply into  the consciousness  of
milions and millions of people the world over that

- the Soviet Union has no'interest in war,  and
genuincly stands for peace, and this mass pressure,
combined with the contradictions in the ranks of
the capitalist class, has compelied several capitalist
governments o make concessions to the pcace
policy of the U.SS.R.
© The influence of the Sovict Union upon all
those who hate and fear war is immeasurable.

Millions of people formerly hosiile 10 Commun.- -

ism now support the Peace Policy of the Soviet
Union is not only a gain for peace, but an im-
sortant factor in winning or neutralising  the
mienmediary sectuons of the population in the
class struggle within the capitalist countries them-
selves, e

The Communist Parties have hitherto not made
suflicient use of the Peace Policy of the Soviet
Union. It 1s to-day the strongest weapon in our
hands, especially 1f ir s accompanied by the
popularisation of our whole revolutionary policy
aod programme,

The peace policy of the USSR, has hud and
continues to have a tremendous mflucnce on 1he
growih of the confidence of the wide masses of
toilers in the Communist Partics of their respec-
tive countries. This is clearly 1o be seen in the
recent clections in France and Czecho-Slovikia,
where important advances have been made by the
Communist Parties in votes and members, whilse
the vores of Social-Democracy have either declined
or remained stagnant. Siinilar good results can
¢ achicved cverywhere if there is a bold and un-
conditiunal popularisation of the Peace Policy of
the Sovier Union. LSPECIALLY IN GERMANY AND
BRITAIN MIUST THE COMMUNIST PARTIES DO MORE
EFFECTIVE WORK AMONGST TIIE MASSES IN SUPPORT

QF TUIS PEACE POLICY.
UPGN THE REVOLUTIONAKY AASS WORK GF BOTH
JUESE pARTIES 10 2 cousiderable degree depend the
1ssue of peace or war.

It needs 10 be more convincingly realised that
all the indignation of the masses at the prospect
of war needs and can be organised by thé Com-
Munist Partics against war. At the same time,
the Communist Parties, whilst explaining  and

popularising the Peace Policy of the Soviet Union,

must especially guard against Paciﬁst illusions, and

R}acing one’s whole trust in the League of
ations, in Pacts and Covenants,

The only final guarantee for the abolition of
war is Revolution, and the establishment of (he
Prolctarian Dictatorship. : :

Of course; these successes of the peace policy of
the Soviet Union have not pleased the leaders of
Social-Democracy. They are more interested in
taking the murderers of Comrade Kirov under
their wing than in Fecognising  the  services to
international Socialism which the whole political
line of the Bolsheviks is rendering.  When they
speak at all about the Soviet Union, it is to ry
and prove that “Russia has changed its policy";
“Russia is now sacrificing world revolution for
Russian nadonalism.” These are the phrases
common to the lips of every Social-Democratic
lcader with a lifetime’s record in betraying the
rc\'oluli(umry struggle of the’working class within
thelr awn countries, »

It is instructive to -note the zealousness of some
Social-Democratic leaders in trying to use the
Soviet Union's diplomatic manocuvres as the pre-
teNt 1o cover up their treachery to the working
class and ignoring evervthing else that the Soviet
Union stands for. For one fact js becoming
ncreasingly clear—the path of Bolshevism s thie
path to power and working class victory.  The
path of Social»l’)cmocr:wy 1s the path 1o fascisin
and working class defcat.

Comrade Lenin's Letter 1o American Worker,
is perhaps more applicable to the line of Sociul.
lv)cx‘nocrucvv and the Soviet Union ar the present
moment than it was even at the cricical time it
was written. How well Lenin flayed these traitors
who dared 10 accuse the Bolsheviks of selling ourt
to German imperialism, just as now the same
voices are heard accusing the Sovier Union of
selling out to France.

“The  beasty of prey of Anglo-French and American
imperialism “accuse’ us of coming to an ‘agreement’ with
German imperialism.

", Wypacrites! O, scoundrels who slandér the workers’
rovernment and shiver from fear of that sympathy which
i5 heing shown us by the workers of ‘their own® countries,
But their hypocrisy” will. be exposed.  They pretend nor
to understand the difference between an agreement made
by ‘socialists' wrrn their own bourgeoisic  (native or
foreign) acaiNsT THE WORKERS, ‘against thé toilers, and
an apreement for the safety of the workers, who have
defeated their bourgeoisié, with a bourgeoisic of another
colour for the sike of the utilisation by thice proletariat
of the contradictions between the differcin groups of the
bourgeoisice.” : )

And, after relating negotiations with the French
oflicer, de Labaux: P

“I'o throw back the rapacions advancing Cermims, we
made use ol the cqually Fapiacious  counter-interests  of
the other imperialists, thereby serving the interests of the
Russian and the international Socialist Revolution,  In
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this way, we saved the interests of the working class of
Russia and other countrics; we streagthened the prole-
tariat and weakened the bourgeoisic olf, the whole world;
we used the justificd practice of manocuvring, necessary
in xvery war, of shifting and waiting for the moment
when the rapidly-growing proletarian revolution in a
number of advanced countries had wIPENED.”,

And if the situadon had becen reversed, and
danger had come from Anglo-French troops,
Lenin goes on: '

“I WOULD NOT HESITATE A SINGLE SECOND [0 comne to the
SAME KIND of an ‘agrecment' with the German imperialist
robbers, should an atsck upon Russia by Anglo-French
uoops demand it

“And I konow perfectly well that my tactics will meet
with the approval of the class-conscious proletariat of
Russia, Germany, France, England, America—in a word,
of the whole civilised world. | .

“Such tactics will lighten the task of the Socialist
revolution, will hasten its advance, will weaken the inter-
national bourgeoisic, will strengthen the position of the
working class which is conquering ic”

(Lenin’s Letter to American Workers, August, 1918)

Comrade Lenin’s words:

“and I know perfectly well that my tactics will meet
with the approval of the class-conscious proletariat . . .
of the whole civilised world,”

are a thousand times more correct to-day. The

masses of the workers, and all who are against

war, are to-day unreservedly behind the peace
policy and diplomatic tactics of the Sovier Union,

Thers is No Third Way.

The USS.R. is to-day a stronger fortress ol the
world revolution than ever before in its history.
fis revolutionary influence grows daily. TIis
challenge to every sincere and scrious-minded
worker anxious to see Soclalist Construction begun
in their country, becomes more insistent and more
formidable, It allows of no burking of the issue,
which path will you choose?

Its creative work in the task of Socialist Con-

struction in industry and agriculwure; its scientific
and cultural achiecvements the whole-hearted
support given by the vast millions of the Soviet
Union, when contrasted with the situation in the
capitalist countries, have given a practical demon-
stration to millions of workers and oppressed
colonial peoples. » :

The USS.R. calls upon them finally to decide
once and for all which way they are going o
choose-~the capitaiist or Socialist wu{; cconomic
and political slavery, or the ending for ever of
exploitation of man by man, the ending of_ wars
and colonial oppression, the ending of capitalist
dictatorship, and thé beginning of Workers’
Democracy in every sense of the term,

It is the choice between the chaos and anarchy
of capitalism, and the ordered progress and
planning of Socialist cconomy,

It is either the path of Bolshevism, or Social-

- the stuff produced

Democracy, which leads 1o Fascism, to war, o
colonial slavery and unheard-of exploitation.

There is no third course. One or the other is
the path that historical experience now points ouc
o the toiling masses. The 7th Congress of the
Communist International has the task of so over-
coming the weaknesses and shortcomings in the
work of its scctions as will enable them more
cffectively to win the leadership of decisive sections
of the working class and leaél them on the pach
to the successtul conquest of power.

The USS.R. is the strongest and mightiest
weapon that the Communist Parties have in their
armouries.

It cannot be said that the Communist Partes
make use in full degree of this tremendous and
invincible weapon for the defence of the Com-
munist banner. The Communist Partes are far
from always correctly estimating the special
character of the point in connection with the final
and irrevocable victory of Socialism in the
US.S.R. This special character consists particu-
larly of the fact that as distinct from the previous
criod, the bourgcois press and journals arc no
E)nger in a position to fill their pages with com-
plete inventions and slgndcr, b‘ut devote much
space to the successes of thq Sovu:t Union, accom-
panying their forced recognition of these successcs
with such “fine” commentaries as serve their aims
no less than their all-round slander did previously.
But the interest in the tremeéndous construction
taking place in the Sovier Union and the com-

letely new life being developed there, is rising
?rom day to day. The wide masses of readers do
not find suflicient material in the Communist

Ercss, and so they satisfy their interest in the -

S.5.R., by swallowing tremendous quantities of

Ey authors hostile to the
U.S.S.R. THE EXTENT AND THE SCOPE OF THE WORK
DONE BY THE COMMUNIST PARTIES IN THIS SPHERE
MUST BE MADE TO CORRESPOND TO THE COLOSSALLY

DEVELOPING DEMANDS OF THE MAssks. This special -

character further consists in the fact that the
entire SOCIAL:DEMOCRATIC press, which out of fear
of the masses is not in a position to spatter the
Soviet Union and the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat with dirt to the same degree and in the same
lorm as previously, is actually engaged in a con-
SPIRACY OF SILENCE with rcgarc{ to the USSR, and
is limiting itself to merely dry official facts regard-
ing the international policy of the USSR, "The
new stage which arises out of the triumph ot
Socialism in the USSR, requires of the Com-
munist Parties that they proceed 10 A NEW aND
HICHER LEVEL in giving puglicity to Socialist con-
struction, and in defending the very idea of
Socialism.  The Communist Partics must make
use of the tremendous popularity of the USS.R.
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among  the Social-Democratce  workers and  the
,r,owlﬁ of tlie united frout, to ralse the masses for
f}u struggle against this conspiracy of silence, and

10 put an end 1o it

We cannog, of course, limit ourselves to merely

informing the masses of the most important facts

of the uvemendous construction of Socialismi in the
USSR, Now, the wsk of passing on the
MUGHTIEST EXPERIENCE IN THE HISTORY OF MANKIND,
namely, that of the proletarian dictatorship in the
. U.S.S.l{.. to the working class throughout the

world, assumes a new ligéixt. This task demands a
sery highly qualified acquaintance with all the
varied and complicated problems of the construc-
fion of Socialism in the USSR. It requires just
as highly-tiuuliﬁcd an explanation in principle of
these problemns, FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE
TEACHINGS OF MARX, ENGELS, LENIN AND STALIN. It
requires an understanding of the tremendous PER-
sPECTIVES of this construction and of the inevitable
difficuldes facing ir, difficulties which arise prim.
arily out of the fact of its cz(xjpitalist environment,
It requires, finally, a profoun study and a correct
solution of THE TASKS OF, AND THE WAYS AND FORMS
TO BE TAKEN BY THE SOCIALIST REVOLUTION IN EACH
SEPARATE COUNTRY, for although the inestimable
expericnce of the prolctariat of the USSR, w0 a
wemendous  degree cnriches and  lightens “the
struggle of the proletariar in cach country, this
csperience, however, cannot be simply wransterred
mechanically to each counuy. THE TASK OF DEFIN-
ING ALL THE PECULIAR FEATURES OF THE PATH 10
SOCIALISM IN EACH SEPARATE COUNTRY IS A TREMEN-
POUS TASK FACING THE COMMUNIST PARTIES ON THE
THRESHOLD TO THE NEW HOUND OF REVOLUTIONS AND
WARS. '

After the 6th World Congress which  adopted
the programme of the Comintern, a number of
Communst Parties took the first serious step in
the solutivn of this tremendous task. The pro-
gramme of action of the Communist Party of
Germany, the programmnie of the Communist Party
of Poland, the prograrnmes of acton of the Com-
wmunist Parties of France, Spain, Austria, ctc.,
represent the first conuibution to the ideological
fund of the entre Communist International on
the road to the mobilisation of the masses for the
struggle for Soviet power and for the victory of
Socialism. ‘These programmes have played a’tre-
Jnendous role in the dass swruggles of the seven
years that have passed. However, has sufficient
account been LaLcn of the historic past of each
country, of all the peculiarities arising out of the
history of s class struggle, of 115 proletariat, of
515 petty bourgeoisie, and of rrs difficultics?  This
wo_rL can only be regarded as the PRELUDE 10 the
new stage of the more profound political, ideolo-

gical and organisational work dirccied towards

utilising the experience of the proletariat of the

USS.R: o arm the Froletariat of each given
$

country with clear Bolshevik perspectives, which
represent one of the decisive conditions in the
struggle. _

In the same way, a new light is assumed, by the
question of rcsisung all atracks and foul slander,
which, it is true, in face of the victories of
Socialism which are obvious to the whole world,
have taken on slightly other forms and dimen.
sions, but have not ceased —on_the contrary, in
some countries (Gcrmany, US.A, Japan, Poland)
—they have assumed an’ exceptionally monstrous
character and scope during the last year.  Here
the new point 1s that the living example of
Socialism in the U.S.S.R. has suflicienty armed the
Communist Partes with inexhaustible’ arguments,
that the Communist Parties should not in fact be,
in the future as in the past, in the position of con-
stantly being fainthéartedly on “the defensive.
They now have at their disposal all that is necded
50 that lhcy may from day to day in their press,
in their agitation and propaganda, and by word
of mouth, PROCEED TO UNDERTAKE A DECISIVE OFFEN-
sive, and carry it on froin day to day with grow-
ing aggressiveness.  In the new stage, we must no
longer depend merely on the Moscow correspon-
dents of the Communist press when refuting all
the lies spread by the innumerable enemics of the
U.S.S.R. The work of the correspondents plays a
very big role in informing the readers of the Com-
munist press daily of living Sovict reality,  How-
ever, it is impermissible for such a sittation (o
exist  when the editorial boards of our papers
merely await material from their Moscow corres-
pondents so as to refute some foul slander. The
reason for this abnormal situation is that even
among the leading cadres of the Communist
Parties (and still more so among those working in
the editorial offices) there are EXCEPTIONALLY FEw
PEOPLE WHO ARE REALLY ACQUAINTED WITH THE PROB-
LEMS OF SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION IN THE U.S.S.R.,
which problems cannot be covered without being
acquainted with the entire complicated struggle
of the C.PS.U,, not only at the present moment,
but also with its mighty past. One of the serious
tasks which arise out of the new swge in the
sphere of utilising the victory of Socialism in the
US.S.R. in the work of cach’ Communist Party is
the establishment of FIRM GROUPS OF  party
WORKERS WHO ARE ACQUAINTED NOT IN A DILIETANTE
FASHION, BUT FUNDAMENTALLY WITII THE PAST ANL
PRESENT HISTORY OF THE C.P.S.U. OF THE OCTOBER
REVOLUTION, WITH THE GREAT TASKS FACING THE FIRST
AND SECOND FIVE-YEAR PLANS, with all the new phe-
nomena of the Socialist reality of the Land .ot the
Sovicts, and with all the difliculties thatstll face
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the US.S.R. The task is to establish cadres who
have clear perspectives as to what will arise to-
morrow in the tremendous constructive work
being carried through by the millions of active and
conscious builders of Socialism in the USS.R.
The existence of such cadres is a necessary pre-
condition for really being able 1 make correct use
on a wide scale of this invincible weapon which

the international proletariat and primarily i
Communist vanguard have received as the result of
the final and irrevocable victory of Socialism in
the USSR. We must see that the jth Congress
insists upon all sccions of the Communis
International fully udlising this weapon and
hastening on the success of the World Revolution,

PRACTICAL EXPERIENCES OF THE STRUGGLE OF
THE COMMUNISTS FOR THE UNITED FRONT
(PART 1)

By O. Piamnrrsky.

EFORE the war, the question of the united

front was never raised in the working class
movement of the BIGGEST capitalist countries of
Western Europe. This is to gc explained by the
fact that at that time there were no two parallel
political parties drawing their support from the
roletariat, nor parallel trade union organisations

1n one and the same country. Prior to and during

the war the working class movement of the West-
European countries were dominated by the
Social-Democratic  Parties and reformist ™ trade
unions which had the support of the majority of
the working class. .

In Tsarist Russia, before the war, the united
front was practised, although the term “united
front” iwself was not used. he united front was
actually pur into operation in the cnterprises, fac-
tories and workshops, where the revolutionary
parties which then existed carried on their work,
or tried to. It was put into operation in the fac-

tories, although not as the result of agrccmems”

made between the organisauons which existed in
the enterprises. Usually, the workers of various
political currents took part in all the strikes that
took place. But when big cvents took place, the
united front was operated not spontancously but
by mcans of dehnite agrcements made between
the different partes. ? will give only a few
examples. In Moscow, on December 9, 1905, the
call issued by the Soviet of workers’ deputies for
a general strike and uprising was signed by the
Bo%shcvik, Menshevik and Socialist-Revolutionary
Party Committees. The same thing took place in
a somewhat different form in Leningrad, then St
Petersburg.  The Executive Comunitice of the
Soviet contained representatives of all the then
existing revolutonary  parties, and all the most
important questions dcalt with at the scssions of
the Execuuve Commitice and of its presiding
council were discussed in the presence of
representatives of these parties.  Thus, many of

these decisions were, at botiom, adopted  on a
united front basis.

In several towns in 1905, the Bolsheviks issued
the call for demonstrations and surikes together
with the Mensheviks, Socialist Revolutionarics,
the Bund and other parties which had influence
of one kind or another over the workers.

The United Front on an international §cale.

The united front tactics as a mcthod of swruggle
in the capitalist countries began to be adopred by
the Comintern and its Sections afier the wur,

(1) when a split took place in the ranks of the working
class in consequence of the treachery of Social-:Demucracy
and the reformist trade unions which ok the side of
the bourgeoisic during the war and supported the bour:

‘geoisie after the war; (2) when Communist Parties and

red trade unions were formed in a whole nunber of
countries alongside the Social-Democratic Partics and
reformist trade unions; (3) when after the revolutionary
storms had abated (the revolutions in Germany aund
Austria, the huge strikes in France, England and in
America, the unrest in the armics, the risings in the

‘colonies, etc, after the war) the bourgeoisic took the

offcnsive and began to deprive the working class of theis
political rights and the economic improvements they had
won by revolution,

Many communists in a number of countries
(Italy, France, Spain, Germany and Austria) did
not understand these united front tactics: they
declared that the revplutionary workers had left
the Social-Democratic Parties ‘and the reformist
trade unions because the Social-Democratic Parrics
and the leaders of the reformist trade unions by
entering into agreements with the bourgeoisie,
had betrayed the interests of the working class;
these revolutionary workers joined the Communist
Parties and the revolutionary trade unions; how
then, was their argument, can we now form a
united front with traitors to the causc of the work-
ing class?

These Communists only saw before them the
leaders, and not the masses of workers; they did
not notice how the Social-Democratic Parties and
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we reforuiise trade unions had made advances to
¢ Communist International and the Red Trade
Union Internadonal during the stormy years of
“fwst round of wars and revolution “under the
resspre of their members aud the masses of
rkers who were against the policy of the leaders,
policy of conciliation with the bourgeoisie,
d were in favour of the rcvolutionary methods
f struggle employed by the Russian workers, led
by the Bolsheviks., It is common knowledge that
the Sccond Congress of the Comintern and the
Figst Congress of the Prolintern, were atended
representatives  of Social-Democratc  Partics
and of reformist trade unions who were driven by
their members 10 ask 10 be accepted into the
Comintern and the Prolintern—Frossard, Crispin,
Dittman, Serradi, Darragona, Pestania, and others.
(In order 1o safeguard 1tself against this influx of
- pop-revolutionary parties, the Comintern  was
forced at that ume 10 adoprt its twenty-one points
“for acceptance into the Comintern.) These Com-
“muoists did not understand that under the flu-
“ence and pressure of the workers and members of
the Social-Democratic Parties and reformist trade
wnions, the latter (and even a section of their
caders) would have been compelled 1o undertake
jeint uuited fronc acuon with the Communists
aid the Red wrade unions, had these been success-
ful in cxplaiuing clearly, stubbornly, on a wide
scale and in a popular manner the full.importance
and nccessity of the united front.
27 Even belore the Communist Internationad issued
. s manifesto on the united front—January, 1922
o =—the United German Communist Party (which
~originated out of the fusion of the “Spartacus”
“League and the Left independents), on  the
. dnspructions of the Comintern, addressed  an
FOpen Letier” on January 8, 1921, 0 all the
then existing wrade unions, nanely, the German
Natonal Organisadon of Trade " Unions, the
Assaaation of Free Clirks' -Union, the Ceneral
Labour Alliance, the Free Labour Alliance
(syndicalists), the Social-Democratic Party  of
Germany, the Independent  Suctal-Democratic
Party o Germany, and the Communist Labour
P;m'y of Germany, calling upon them 1o pzm.ici-'
pate in joint siruggle against the growing reaction
and the capitalist offensive against the working
class, :
In this “Open Leuer” ic was proposed that
") a joint cconomic strugple be undertaken 1o raise
.. Wijces, benelits, and pensions; (2) a strugple be undertaken
oW secure thar measures be adopted to reduce the cost of
; ﬁ‘r'iﬂ{; by distributing cheap }uudsluﬂn to workers and
Stlerks UL and dhat a census be raken of all living apart-
o MEnts with the right w cut down surplus living ‘space
S and o evicy;  (3) that coatrol be instituted through fac-
“dory commitices over. the stores of raw materials, coal
“#0d fertilisers and over the production of foodstuffs and
tecles of prime necessity; (4) a joint struggle be gndcr-

taken to bring about tht:‘l‘mmcdialc dissolution and dis-
armament of the bourgeois defence organisations, and
the establishment of proletarian self-defence organisations,
as well as the declaration of a universal political amnesty,
and the abolition of the prohibition of strikes; (5) that a
struggle bhe developed for the immediate establishinent of
tradc and diplomatic relations with Soviet Russia.”

The aditude of all the parties and trade-union
organisations to whom this “Open Letter” was
addressed was a negative ‘one, but the workers'
mectings held in several towns of Germany
approved of ir,

The draft theses on tdctics presented to the
Ihird Congress of the Comintern contuined the
following “statement regarding this first united
front appeal: “German Communism, thanks 1o
the rtactics of the Communist International
(revolutionary work in the trade unions, the open
LETTER, ¢c), (my italics—O.P.) has been converted
from the political current which it was during
the January and March battles of 1919, into an
important rcvoluuonary mass party.” The German,
[talian and Austrian delegations to the Third
Congress demanded that no mention of the “Open
Letter” issued by the United Cerman Communist
Party should be made in the theses.  Comrade
Lenin strongly objected to this line in his speech
of July 1, 1921, delivered in defence of the theses
on tactics introduced -on behalf of the Russian
delegation to the Congress. Lenin objected to
number of amendments made by the above-
mentioned three delegations, and in connection
with their amendment concerning the Open
Leter,” said the following :

“Then comes the following amendment:  (he quotes
the amendment of the three delegations.—0.P.) that ‘On.
E.‘ch 4 tolumn 1, line 10, the words ‘Open Letter’ ‘should

c deleted. 1 have already heard a speech to-day in
which I found the same idea. But there it was quite
natural. That was the speech of Comrade Hempel, mem-
ber of the German Commuiist Labour Party. He said:
“The Open Letter was an act of opportunism’ . . . But
when at the Congress . . . the ‘Open Letter’ is declared
tu be opportunist, it is a shame and disgrace!  And then
Cumrade Terrachink appears on behalf of three delega-
tious and wants 1o delete the words ‘Open Leuer’ | |,
The ‘Open Letter’ is an exemplary political step . . . It
is exemplary as the first act of the practical method of
druwing in the majority of the working class,”® )

¥ Lenin. Vol XXVI, pages 442-443 Russ. Third
Edition.

At the first Enlarged Plenum of the E.C.CL,
which ook place in February, 1922, the French,
[ralian and Spanish dcelegations voted against the
resolution on the united front,

In connection with the ever growing intensity
of the capitalist offensive against the conquests
of the working class, during the cconumic crisis
which had begun, the Comintern and the Profin-
tern at the suggestion of Lenin, made a proposal
in January, 1922, to the working men and women
of all countries that a united front be established

643




against the capitalist oftensive, war and war-debts,
etc. In this manifesto we read:

“The Executive Committee of the Communist Inter-
national and of the Red Trade Union lnternational
(Profintern) has examined . . . questions connected with
the conditions of the international proletariat and with
the world situation in general, and has arrived at the
firm conviction that these conditions demand that all the
forces of the international proletariat be united, that a
united front be established for all parties which derive
their support from the proletariat, regardless of the differ-
ences which exist among them, in suvifar as they desire
to fight in unison for the immediate, urgent needs of
the proletariat. The Exécutive Committee of the Com-
intern . .. calls u(i)ou the proletarians in the ranks of all
other parties to do all within their power to influence
their own parties in the interests of common action . . .

“The Cowmunist International calls upon all Com-
munist workers, all honest workers in general, ‘everywhere
—in the workshop, at meetings—to unite into one single
family of toilers which® will be capable of standing up
for itself and repulsing all the attacks made by capital
at every diflicult: moment. Forge the iron will for pro-
letarian unity, against which every auempt to disunite
the proletarians will smash to smithereens, from whatever
quarter it nuay come. If you, proletarians, grasp hands
in the workshop and in the mine, all the “partics that
draw their support from ihe proletariat and make their
appeals to you will find themselves compelled to unite
for joint defensive war against capital?  Only in this case
will they be c:umvcllcd to break off the alliance with the
capitalist partics.’

The Sccond and Two-and-a-half (the so-called
“Vienna”) Internationals did not respond to this
appeal made by the Comintern and the Red
Prohntern.

Oun April 10, 1922, the International Economic
Conference opened in Genoa to discover means
for the “cconomic restoration of Central and
Fastern Europe,” bux_clncﬂly, of course, to solve
the * Russian” problem.  In the minds of the
imperialist sharks, this confcrence was to thrust

a system upon Soviet Russia that would convert:

it into a colony of Western Buropcan capital.
‘The Communist International proposed to the
Second and Two-and-a-half Internationals that, as
against the Genoa conference, an international
labour congress of all working class organisations
be called to establish a united fighting front
against the capitalist offensive. The representatives
of the three internationals came together in
Berlin at the conference held between April 2—s,
1922, to discuss the questions of the possibility

of calling such a congress.

As soon as the conference opened a struggle

began about the agenda. The representatives of
the Comintern propiosed that  the following
questions be placed on the agenda:
(1) defence against the capitalist offensive; (2) the struggle
against reaction; (3) prepirations for the struggle aguinst
ncw imperialist wars; (4) help in the restoration of the
Russian Soviet Republic; (5) the Versailles Treaty and
the restoration of the devastated areas.

The Sccond and Two-and-a-half Internationals
proposcd that the question of Georgia be included

in the agenda. The point was that the Soclalisi,
of all shades who supported the Russian, and iy .
particular, the Georgian Mensheviks advanced the
slanderous accusation against the Bolsheviks of

“annexing” Georgia. In their efforts 1o use the
united front for the purpose of legalising
Menshevik and S.R. '(socialist-revolutionary) or.
ganisations on the territqry of the USSR, they
proposed that the question of the trial of the
Central Committee of thé S.R. Party, which had
made an attempt on the life of Comrade Lenin
and had murdered Comrades Volodarsky, Uritsky
and others, should also be discussed at the
conference. They demanded that the death
sentence should not be broughe in against the
accused, and insisted upon representauves of the
Second Internadonal being allowed 1o act as
counsel for the defence to the socialist-revolu-
tionaries. Finally, they raised tre question of the
impermissibility in general of arresting SR.’s and
Mensheviks in Russia, people who were engaged
in struggle against the Soviet Government arms
in hand. ,

After long altercations as 1o the agenda, the
conference nevertheless passed a resoludon which
called for mass demonstrations during the sessions
of the Genoa conferénce in the following terms:

“The conference calls wpon’ all toilers in all countries
to underinke united muss demonstrations during  the
Cenoa conference, namely, on April 20, 1932 Where this
is impossible for technical or organisational reasons, there
should be demonstrations on May 1 on behulf of the
eight-hour working dav, for the struggle against upem-
ployment, which has increased without measure thanks
to the reparations policy of the capitalist  states;  the
demonstrations should also be in support of the Russian
revolution, for starving Russia, for the restoration  of
solitical and econoinic relations between all states and
Lovict Russia, and for the ¢ércation of a common prole-
tarian front on a natienal and international scale.”
Then it was decided to set up an organisational
committee of nine members to prepare for a
broader conference.

However, despite the fact that the represenratives
of the Sccond and Two-and-a-half Internationals
voted for the resolution thar was passed, the
parties of the Second and Two-and-a-half Inter-
nationals neither on April 20, nor on May 1,
demonstrated  together  with the  Communist
Partics. The Sccond and Two-and-a-half Inter-
nationals did their uumost to hinder the prepara-
tions for the calling of a broad international labour
conference. What is more, the French, Belgian
and British Social-Democrauc. Parties decided on
May 21, 1922, to call an international congress
in the Hague in which the Communists would
not participate.

The Social-Democratic Parties replied in the
negative to all the: proposals made by the
Communist Partics regarding the operadon of 4
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wited front during the reladve sabilisation of
pi_mlism. Social-Democrats in all countries helped
the bourgewisic 1o carry through capitalist
rationalisavon,  They were full of solicitude about

e ability of their own bourgeoisie 1o compete
with other capitalist countrics. :

When rejecting the propusals made by the
Cowmunist  Partes that the united front be
- operated during the strike struggle in the period
o? the economic crisis, the Social-Democrats
sointed, incdentally, to the alleged fact thar
Cduring a crisis it is alogether impassible 1o wage
' strike scruggle. Bur practical expericnce showed
that during the plast crisis, there were no fewer
Cstrikes in many countries than there were prior
w the crisis.  During that period, upproxiu’mxcly
30 million persons took part in srikes, and w-
gether about 300 million working days were lost.
" The dilficuldes which the Social-Democratic
Parties and the lcaders of the reéformist rade
unions actually pluced in the way of the establish-
ment of the united class hghiing frone called
forth dissatisfaction amonyg the members ol the
refornust trade unions and the Socialist Partices,
They were gradually drawn into the strike struggle
led by the Communists, and began 1o listen (0
what they were told by the Communists and the
fevolurionary workers supporting then.

The Fascist coup d’etatr in Germany introduced
severe changes into thie ranks of the workiug
class.  The fact of the bewtrayal commiued by
the biggest Social-Democratic Party, which was
actually in power in Prussia, and which handed
over the rcins of power to the fascists without a
bght, elidted sull stronger discontent and wlarm
in the ranks of the memnbers of the reformist
tvade unions and of the Social-Democratic Pardes.
The united front proposals which the Communists
sysicmnatically made in different countries, the
partal realisavon of the uuited front aguinse
the will of the leaders of the Sociul-Democratic
organisucions and the reforist trade unions, the
growing understanding  amony  the  Social-
Democratic workers, alarmed at fascism, of the
correctness  of  the  critcisim levelled by the
Communists, of the rejection of the united fromt
by the Social-Democratic leaders,—all ithis com-
pelled a number of the parties of the Segond Inter-
naticnal and some of the Sovcialist Partics not
affiliared ta the Sccond International, in reply to
the propasals made by the Communist Partes that
a uaired fighting front againse fascisin be estab-
lished, 1o make proposuls 10 the Commuiiist Partics
that “pacts of non-aggression” be concluded (that
the Communists should cease to criticise them).

This was the main theme of all the demands
made by the Socialists, and ¢xposed the wrue
scason for their proposals,  Even the  Sccond
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International was compelled to resort to the same’

“

proposal regarding the cessation of ssible
attacks” by the Communists. The following was
stated in the manifesto of the Second International
10 the workers of all countries on February 14,
1933:

“We call upun the German workers, the workers of all
countrics, in view of the tragic danger which confronts
them, to cease all possible attacks and 1o fight together
against fascisml  The Labour and Socialist International
is always rcady to enter into negotiations with the Com-
munist International ‘concerning such unity of s(kugﬁlc.
as soon as the latter expresses its readiness to do so.

To this manilesto, the Comintern replied on
March 5, 1933, In"a manifesto which pointed to
the need for a united fighting front against the
offcnsive of capital and tascism, and to the [act
that it was prepared 10 cease attacks against the
Socialists if they together with the Communists,
would fight against the offensive of capital wnd
fascism, Here are the three chief points in this
manifesto:

“(a) The Conminunists and Social-Democrats commence
at vnce to organise and carry out defensive action aguinst
the auacks of fascism and reaction on the political, trade
union, co-operative and other workers’ organisations, on
the workers’ press, on the freedom of meetings, demon-
strations and strikes. . They shall organise common
defence against the armed attacks of the fascist bands
by carrying out inass protests, street demonstrations and
political muass strikes; Jwy shall proceed to organise com-
niittees of action in the workshops and faciories, the
Labour Exchanges and the workers’ quarters, as well as to
urganise sell-defence  groups.

(b Communists and Social-Democrats shall commence
at once to organise the protest of the workers, with the
aid of meetings, demonstrations and strikes, against uny
wage reductions, against worsening of the working con-
ditions, against attachs on social insurance, against the
cutting down of unemployment benefit, aguinst dismissals
from the factories.

") I the. adoption and practicul carrying out of
these two conditions the E.C.CJ. considers it possible 10
recommmend the Communist Partics, during the time of
cormon fight against capital and fascism, to refrain from
naking attacks on Social-Democratic organisations,  The
most ruthless fight must be conducted against all those
who violate the conditions of the agreement in carrying
vut the united front, as against strikebreakers who dis-
vupt. the united frong of .the workers.”

The Sccond International very quickl_y, three
days later, responded to this manifesto in order
10 reject it In the reply of the Secretariat of the
Sccond International it says that whar is lackniy
in the mantfesto of the Comintern is a readiness
tu nhegotlale on an international basis, for the
Comintern appealed not direcly to .the Second
Inwernational, but gave instructions to its Section,
in all countries to begin negotatons with- the
Social-Democratic Parties as to the establishment
of a united front on the basis of these three
points.  The Second International saw in this

“clear and detinite proposal a “muanoeuyre” on the

part ol the Comintern. Here 1s an exact excerpt
from their reply:
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«This readiness to negotiate on an international basis

[is lacking in the manifesto of the Commuunist Inter-

national. It is satisfied mercly to recommend that nego-
tiations be carricd on in individual countsies. But ex ri-
ence unfortunately shows that the Communists find no
dificulty in endowing such negotiations in separate
countrics with the character of manoeuvres, thus bring-
ing about a worsc situation; and that they do not lessen,
but deepen the distrust in the ranks of the working-class
movement. Therefore we consider it our duty to proposc
that the Parties afliliated to the Labout and ialist
Intcroatiopal refrain as far as possible from discussing
this sort of Communist proposal in individual countrics
until the Executive Commitice of the Labour and Social-
{st International states its opinion concerning the new
placiorm of the Cominterni” .

Thus, the proposals which the Communist
Parties made to the Socialist Parties on the basis
of the manifesto of the Comintern, were rejected
by the Social-Democratic Parties on the pretext

_that the Comintern had not a[zf)calcd direct to
)

the Socialist International. Yet the Second Inter-
national itself in its manifesto of February 19,
1933, did not appeal to the Comintern, but tw the
workers of all countries!

As shown by the experience of the subsequent
appeals of the Comintern to the Second Inter-
national regarding the establishment of the united
fighung front on an international scale, this was
merely the prelude to the rejection of the united
front.

The United Front in Different Countries.

France. The events in Germany, the armed

“struggle of the workers and of the Schutzbundlers

in Austria, the united front of the Communists,

Schutzbundlers and members of the Social-Demo-

cratic Party during the armed struggle in Austria,
were of tremendous importance for the working

. clasg of all capitalist countries. These events showed

scctions of the workers that Communist criticism of
the reformist tactics is well founded. It helped
the Communists to come closer to the Social-
Democratic workers and the members of reformist
wrade unions, and lightened the task of establish-
ing the united fighting front in a number of
countries. Under the Influence of the economic
crisis and of these cvents, the desire for unity
among the working class for the struggle against
fascism has increased. = Above all, this desire has
manifested itself among the French workers.
During the period which passed between
November, 1922, and the time when the united
front pact was signed on July 27, 1934, the
Communist Party of France made united front
roposals on 26 occasions to the French Socialist
Earty. In 1923 it proposed that (hc¥{ should act
jointly against the occupation of the Ruhr. After
that it proposed that a joint amuesty campaign
be organised, that an agreement be arrived at
during the second round of the elections, and

that a joint struggle should be conducted against

Italian fascism, etc. Finally, it proposed that a
joint struggle should be waged for the disarma-
ment of fascist bands. All these proposals were
invariably rejected by the Socialist Party of
- France.

In May, 1932, Henri Barbusse and Romain Rol-
land made a proposal to the Socialist and Com.
munist Parties of other countries to take part in
the anti-war and anti-fascist congress convened
by them. The Communists, of course,
immediately agreed to take part in the Congress,
but the Socialists replied to this proposal by later
excluding from the Party all members of the
Socialist Party of France, who subsequently took
part in this congress.

Thus, so long as the German fascists had not
crushed the political and economic organisations
of the working class, so long as the workers of
France were not convinced of the fact that the
Socialist Party of Austria was following in the
footsteps of the German Social-Democratic Party
in capitulating before fascism, the united front
in France between Communists and Socialists was
not established. In February, 1934, the French
fascists made their first serious sally by organising
a demonstration to Parliament on Februar 6
demanding the resignation of the government. yI'he
fascists made use of the hullabaloo that was raised
at the time in connection with the finuncial affaire
Stavisky, and demagogically d¢manded that all the
corrupted, all the thieves, etc., should be punished,
knowing full well that their leaders were also
mixed up in the affair. The so-called “Left”
“sovernment of Daladier sent troops against the
%ascist demonstrations. They fired on the fascists,
among whom there were victims. When the
workers heard of the fascist demonstration to
parliament, they also went to parliamcnt, in the
majority of cases of their own accord and in some
Jocalities at the suggestion of the local organisa-
tions of the Communist Party, and demonstrarions
began throughout the whole of Paris.

The Communist Party of France took account
of the mood of the working class. On February 7,
1934, it called lﬁ‘pon the French proletariat to
demonstrate on February g. When the manifesto
of the Communist Party containing the call to
demonstrate was published, the Socialist Party
called for a general strike of “folded arms” on
February 12 (ie, a strike to cease work without
any deronstrations, meetings, etc.). The Socialists
intended by their appeal to prevent the workers
from taking part in the February 9 demonstrations.
The reformist trade unions, at one with the Social-
ists, proposcd to the workers that they should not
demonstrate in response 1o the appeal of the Com-
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unigt Party because, they said, there would cer-
july be bloodshed. The reformist leaders of the
unions even had big notices pasted round the

awh 1o this effect. _
The Communist Party of France acted correctly
pen it declared thar it would also call upon the
workers 0 take part in a general suike, but not
& Ydown wools” strike. It called upon them to go
pn swike and demonsirate. Bur at the same time
- the Party did not %va up its call to demonstrate
on February o ‘he workers of Puris demon-
serated on February g at the call of the Communist
Farty. The Place dq la Rc;x)ubquuc in Paris was
opcupied by the police and the troops, but the
gemonsurators were successful in breaking through
w the seets bounding the square and thus won
the streets for themselves. Usually it is not allowed
1 arrange street demonstrations in Paris, and in
the majority of cases they wake place out of town,

primarnily in parts where there are Socialist and .

Communist municipalites. But broad sections of
the masses joined the demonstration on February
9 1934, at the call of the Communist Party alone,
against the will of the Socialists and the leaders of
the reformist trade unions, and not only in Paris,
butin all the indusirial towns of France as well.
The strike on Februury 12 was very successful also;
about four million workers took part in it. This
strike, which was called sc;r'aratcly by the Socialists
and the Communists, did much to establish the
united front in France.

On May 21, 1934, the Prench ant-war and
and-Fascist congress took place in Paris, At the
same line, in Toulouse, the Congress of the
Socialist Party of France wok place. The anti-
Fasalst congress made a proposal to the Socialist
Party Congress that it should join in the and-war
@ud anti-Fascist movement.  The press at that time
wrote much abour this proposal and about the
pasition of the Sodialist Party.  The proposal of the
“aht-Fascist and ant-war congress was put to the
¥oi¢ at the Sodialist Party Congress, and rejected
by a4 majority of votes. There were 2,437 VOLeS
Cast against the proposal of the anti-Fascist and
~anti-war congress and 1,286 votes in favour (in
the Socialist Party of France there is a system of
Fepresencation by which one delegate can have
several mandates). After the proposal had been
rejecied,  one scction of the  delegates 1o the
Socialist Congress, with 1,301 mandates at their
dispusal, made a proposal that “a delegation be
eent to Moscow 10 ({iscuss with the Comintern
the canditions for unity of action between the
Socialist and Communist Parties.” But this pro-
posal also was rejecied by a majority of 2,324
yotes.,
- However, under the influence of the sumewhat
§trong minority which made iwelf felt at the

congress and demanded that a united front be set
up (this minority consisted primarily of delegates
from industrial centres), the Congress of the

* Socialist Party empowered its Central Committee

(administrative commission) to establish a united
front with the Communists, but only for a definite
time and only on one question. The Communist
PartK of France made use of this decision, and
on May 27, 1934, proposed that the Central
Committee of the Socialist Party of France
organise a united front for the ‘defence and
release of Comrade Thaclmann. No answer was
forthcoming to this proposal of the Communist
Party. On June s, 1934, the Communist Party
repeated its rro osal and this tme it was met
with a refusal. Tﬁ)n:n the Paris organisation of the
Communist Party approached the Socialist Party
on June 213, 1934, Wlt‘l the same proposal, and it
was accepted. Thus, an agreement was arrived ar
in the Paris region between the regional organisa-
tions of the two partics for joint action in defence
of Comrade Thaelmann. L

In June, 1934, the Party - Conference of the
Communist. Party once again proposed to the
Socialists that they should conclude a  uniwed
tronc pact.  Taking into consideration the fact
that the representatives of big industrial regions
at the Socialist Party Congress were in favour of
establishing @ united front, and that the Paris
arganisation, one of the biggest, had concluded a
untted front with the. Communists over the heads
of the Socialist Party lcaders, the C.C. of the Sodial-
1st Party was compelled to declare that it would call
the National Council (conference) of the party to
discuss the proposal made by the Communists.
In July, 1934, a united front pact was concluded
between the Communists and Socialists, The Com-
munists proposed that the ]])latform for the united
front should be the struggle against the Fascists,
agaiust war, and assistance in organising the
cconomic struggle. The Socialists agreed to the
first two points, but refused to conduct a united
front un the question of the strike struggle, because,
as they said, it was not a queston within ™ their
competence, bup was the business  of the irade
unions. This, of course, was simply an excuse, as
the Socialists are actually against the sirike
struggle. For their part, they put forward a third-
point demanding that the Communists  declare
that they would fight and defend all democratic
rights. The Communist Party of France agreed
to this demand. _

From this time onwiards the united front has
been officially established in France. In what way
has it been expressed hitherto, and whai are the
results of it? It has been expressed chiefly in the
organisation of joint demonstrations, mectings,
indoor meetings against the fascists and against
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.Communists and Socialists su

the emergency decrees of the government. Un
the anniversary of the events of Februay 6, a
Fascist attack was repulscd by the Communists
and Socialists. When the Communist and Socialist
Partics discovered that the Fascists had occupicd
the Place dc¢ la Concorde, in Paris, they put

. forward the slogan that everybody should go to

the same place. From all corners of Paris, from
all the Metro stations, the workers came in masscs
to the square and forced the Fascists out of it.
This was a big event for France.

The united front in France was furthemmore
cxpresscd in the fact that during the second
round of the municipal and Canton elections, the
orted ecach other.
If a Communist in any locality obtained more
votes than the Socialist during the first round
of voring, then the Socialists voted for the Com-
munists in that place, and vice versa. This gave
some positivc results. There were places where
the Communists and the Socialists were successful
by this means in defeating the candidates of the
Fascists, and of winning new seats and even
whole municipalities. .

A national French anti-war  and ant-Fasast
committce was formed which organised 1,400 local
commitiees; @ women's national commitiee was
also formed for struggle against wa‘r.and Fascism,
covering about 500,000 mcrpbcrs, afl}ll.atcd through
their organisations, according to oflicial data. This
figure is very likely an exaggerated one, but even
if the cominitice Covers only half of the number
given, the result is a good one; a vigilance com-
raittee of the anti-Fascist intelligentsia has been
orguniscd, 1o which about 6,000 professors, la\:vycrs,
writers  and  other intellectuals of the hb_cral

rolessions belong; there has also been crgarised
the Paris regional committee of unity of acuon
apainst Fascism, which covers about 500,000
affiliated members through their organisauons.
The Socialist and Corngnulxisl sports federauons
of labour have joined forces. This already 1s not a
united front, but organic unity; a united Central
Committee of ex-Service men has been formed,
which covers 28 organisations; an agreement has
been arrived at between the C_encral onlederauon
of Toiling Peasants (Communist) and the National
Confederation of Peasants (Socialist) on the subject
of unity. Nepotiations are going on at present
and it is pnssihlc that in lhc_ncar 1ulurc.[hcy will
in Toulouse a narional committee was
areated 1o render assistance (o the victims .ol
Spanish Fascism.  This Committee covers nine
Socialist dcparlmcnwl {ederations, nine n;gxonal
f the Communist Party of France,
trade | union organisations, 14
five [ederations of the LcE\[g}\{c

s

unite.

organisalions 0
seven reformist
unitary trade unions, io
of the Rights of Man and Citizen, etc

committee constitutes a broad organisaton con-

nected with the masses. At the congress organised
by this committee B8oo delegates were present,
representing 300,000 anti-Fascists. Finally, there
is a central anti-Fascist committee in Lyons, which
unites 31 organisadous, commirttees of united ant-
Fascist_action; in the department of Cher (20
organisations), in the department of Herault (20
organisations), and in several other departments
and towns. There is also a Nauonal (%ommiucc
of Struggle of the Youth against war and Fascism
350 local committees). Lt should be noted that
the united front against war and Fascism was
conducted by some organisations apart from and
against the will of the leaders of the Socialist
Party (ant-war and ant-Fascist  committees,
women’s national committees, etc.).

The existence and functioning of such com-
paratively ~mass organisations which in the
majority of cases were created on the initatve
of the Communist Party of France, thanks 1o the
popularisadon and application of the united tront
tactics in the struggle against French, German,
Austrian and Spanish Fascism, could not but have
raised the authority of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of France in the eyes of the
workers, clerks and peasants, and increased its
influence over them. This has inspired some of
the leaders of the Socialist Party to scek reasons
for breaking down the united front brought about
with the Communists.

On February 20, 1935, & session of the C.C. of
the Socialist Party of France took place. As has
transpired, the uestion of the united front evoked
differences at this session. Several members of
the C.C. demanded that the united front be broken,
while members of the C.C. from the big industrial
centres, more closely connected with the working
masses, declared that if the united front were
broken down, it would still be carried on over the
heads of the f{mrty committees of the Socialist
Party. We find the following in the decision

assed on this question at the session of the C.C.
{(as we learn from well-informed circles in  the
Socialist Party): (1) To propose that the Commun-
ist Party call a conference of all prolct:u’ian parties
(i.e.,, with the participation of the Right Wing
“Pupists”® and the followers of - Deriot—O.P.) to
discuss questions of organisational unity. (2) To
demand that the Communist Party cease all crid-
cism not only of the Socialist Party but also of the
International. (3) To get closer to the radicals in
view of the coming municipal elections, so as (o
show the Communist Party that the Socialists can
manage quite well withdut it. (4) To demand that

+ p.U.P.: “Partic Ouvrier ct Paysan,” Workers' and
Peasants’ Party, renegades from Commuuism.
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¢ Conuaunist Party  dissolve its  auxiliary
prganisavons like, for cxample, the Amsterdam
pipiiice against war, ete., with an indication
4t the commitiee o co-ordinate action between
y¢ Coramuanists and Socialists is enough for the
yi-Fascist siruggle.  (5) To demand dhar the
pansunist Party make a declaration of neutrality
bath as regards the C.GT. (reformist trade unions
P.), as well as in respect to the C.G.T.U.

_ ¢ the Socialists wanted 10 gee the Communist
fgaxr to imake a declaration agrecing o relinquish
the leadership of the revoluionary trade unions.
“ These decisions of the C.C. were to have been
Pmposud to the national councii (contcrcncc) of
the Sodialist Parry,  Bur at the confercnce the
mood of the delegutes from the localives was,
apparently, such that the leaders did nor risk
insisting upon these proposals.  The conference
passed another resolunon by means of which they
nevertheless hoped 1o break the united front. This
sesolution of the conference runs: .

© *The N.aional Council recoyuises that  the political
conditions which at one time Jusiified the conclusion of
tapity of action with the Communist Party still exist -
day, and, couacciucn[ly, unity of acton should coutinue, . .

“The Natonal Council, anxious w obtain the wmaximum
chances of the workers being successiul in their strugyle
agiinst capllulism and bourgeois fascist reaction, is con-
viced that the surest ethod  of achieving its  cnds
is 10 bring abour organisational unity 1o the utmost . . .

(1) The organisation of the proletariat into a lass party
for the conquest of power and for the socialisation of
ihe wicans olj producuun and trade, e, for the reorgan-
isstion of cuplalist sociely into @ coblectivist or Com-
aunisl vociery. )

(3) The scrions of the party will be determined by the
party itself at s nadonal cotigiesaes, alter consultation
with is organisations in ahe localition and in tlie dis-
ficte o

. Some of the leaders of the Socialists reckoned
that the Communists would give a refusal 1o this
s proposal 1o unite, and that they would then have
Coanexcuse for breaking the united frone v was
elear 1o the Socialists Wiar the Communists would
ROt agree 1o unity with the Socialists without the
hecessary pre-conditons. They reckoned, therefore,
that the Communists would reply refusing 1o open
Hegotations o the subject of unity, and that then
'lhcy, the Sociadists, would be able to launchi «
dcmafogic campaign aguinst the (?()mnnlmisls.l)'\'
f‘{‘;‘f:cu ating on‘the destre ol the workers for unity.
hey would then depict the Commuuists  as
gplitters of dhe working class, e, Bur the Com-
munise Party of France upsct all their caleuladons,
It agreed 1o send it representatives 1o the
commission 10 discuss the question of organic
utity. Morcover, the Comtnunist Party of France
put forward the Comimunist prograunme-—the most
luportant  points  in the  programue of the
Comintecn—as the pladorm around which unity

xévolutionary trade unions—QO. P.). By their last
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shugld rulgc place. {t has become possible for wide
secuons of workers who are carefu l{‘ following the
correspondence between the two Parties on the

‘question of the united front, and the demands

they put forward, to acquaint themselves with the
rmgra:muc of the Communists, with which they
vave not hitherto been acquainted.

Not so long ago, during the recent municipal
and Canton clections (May s and 26, 1935), the
Communist Party of France was able ro test the
attitude of the "workers towards iself, " These
clections had iwo rounds. The first round of the
municipal elections ook place on May s, and the
Communist Party of - France took part in them
quite indcpendcntly in the main, ‘with its own
programume; the second round took place on Mav
12, and in the second round the Communists
cutered into an agreement with the Socialists,
Although the Central Commirtted of the Socialist
Party had decided on February 20 to participate
in - the munidpal clections together with  the
radicals, which was far more udvamagcous to themy
than o come o an arrangement with the Com-
munists, the workers brought such pressure to
bear upon the leading organs of the Socialist
Party thie ic was forced, with heart pangs, to come
o an agreement with the Communists, and only
in oa few uniniporuint regions did the SocialisG
enter into a bloc with the radicals.

As a result of the municipal elections, the
Comnnunists obtained a majority in 32 new muni-
cipalities, losing the m:xljomy n g municipalities
out of a rotal of 47. The Communise Partyv ot
France now has a mgjority in go municipalities
(the Socialists in168 instead of 155 as formerly).
I the Seine department, the number of muni-
cipalides led by Communists has increased from
y 1o 20 In the Seine and Oise districts, the
Communists obtained a majority in the muni-
cipalities of over 20 industrial towns. In the
North and the Pas de Calais region, the number
ol municipulitics won by the Communists increased
from 17 t 30, In the Paris nmnici@aliry the Com-
Munists were only represented by Comrade Marty
|n‘c\iously, whercas now the Communist Parr)' of
France has secured the election of eight comrades.

The Communist Party - of France- adopted
fexible tactics ar these elections,  In Bondé, the
Comnmunist Party included Socialist workers in
its list and thus defeated the joint lists of the
Socialists and ana-Communists.

Lo Suint Victor (part of Paris), the reactionaries
were 20 votes short of an absolute majority. The
Communist Party obtained ~ou, the Radicaly 600,
and  the Secialists 500 votes.  The Communise
Party proposed that an anu-Fascist candidate be
put forward against the reactionary candidate. The
Rudicals and Socialists agreed to the proposal made
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by the Communist Party, and as a result of the
united and-Fascist front, 150 votes more were cast
for the anti-Fascist candidate than the three
parties reccived altogether in the first round of
clections. The reacuonaries thus lost 150 votes.

The Communist Party was the onl
won at these elections. ~All the remaining parues
lost the majority in scveral municipalides.  The
majority of the municipalitics won by the Com-
munists were from the bourgeois parties. Only in
the textile and coal districts were they won from
the Sodialists. :

No less’ important was = the victory of the
Communists at the Canton elections in the Paris
region. Hitherto the Communist Party of France
bas had four councillors in the Paris region; now it
has 25. Together with the cight Paris councillors, the
Communist Party of France now has 33 represen-
tatives out of 140 in the General Council of the
deparunciit of the Seine (this General Coundil is
composed of go councitlors of the Paris munici-
and 5o councillors elected in the arcas
around Paris). The Communist Party of France,
the Socialists and the Radicals, have 73 councillors
together, the reactionary partics 67, whereas
hitherto over a period of 50 years, the lauer have
had the majority in the General Council of the
Seine department. ,

The results of the cections testily to the success
and the increasing influence of the Communist
Party over the masscs. '

[ will give another example which s caks of
the éromh of the influence and popu arity of
the Communist Party: N

On May 19, 1935, the anniversary of the fall
of - the Paris Commune, a tremendous demon-

stragon of the Paris workers ook place in the
Pere la Chailse cemctery. These demonstrations
have been usually arranged for May 26, but in
view of the fact that the canton elections were

party that

the Communist Party called the
The Communist
Party of France did not consult the Socialist
Party concerning its appeal, and the latter objected
to the demonstration being arranged at ‘the Pére
la Chaise. It proposed that the demonstration be
_organised in another place against the Fascisis,
who were cclebrating Joan of Arc Day. The
Socialist orgauisation of Paris agreed to demon-
strate with the Communists, and afterwards, the
next day, the “Populaire” also was compelled 10
call for a joint demonstration with the Communists.
The demonstration lasted for 5% hours, and abouc
250,000 persons ook part. When the demon-
strators passed the Central Committee of the
Communist Party, ncar which the Socialist
leaders were standing, they grected it with crics
of “Long live Comrade Stalin, long live the
French Communist Party, long live Soviets every-
where!"” _

This demonstration showed that the Communist
Party is already a big force in Paris. The same
cannot be said of the North or of other industrial
centres of France, where the Communist Party
of France is weaker than the Socialist Party. The
Socialist Party has about 100,000 members. The
\rade unions which support it unitc about 600,000
members. The Communist Party now has 53,000
members, and there are approximatuly 220,000
members in the revolutionary trade unions.  ~

Thanks to the work of the Communists 1n
conducting the united front, broad masscs arc
now aware that the Cominunist Party is not only
fighting actively against Fascism and war and for

. democratic liberties, but that it is heading this
struggle.

Tremendous tasks face the Communist Party
of France connected with the task of consolidating
its growing influence.

(To be continued.)

taking placc,
demonstrations for May 19.
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wHE decisive prerequisite for determining
pur  policy, tucdes and  organisauonal
m‘:mgds ol work is 10 f:orrq(:dy esumnate ll}c cor-
iion of cass forces in Hider Germauy 1n cor-
cspoudence with actual reality. The statstical
1yta however, necessary 1or this purpose are
worked up by the official government depart-
went of the “third empire,” ‘and in most cases
have 8 very definice bias (pardculacly where they
tain o the condidons of the working class).
pee about the real sentments of the wor ing
masses, and the class struggles taking place. For
this Feason, when characterising the correlation
of class forces in Hitder Germany, we must base
eursclves mainly on our own calculanons, com-
Jutadons, experience and the scanty informadon
ixum the local party organisations.
" Nevertheless, a correct estimation of the cor-
slaicn of class forces is possible if we succeed
iving oursclves a correct idea of the relative
gpuriance of the opposidon movements, and of
e numerous economic and political - strugyles
in the enterprises and in the localides (the in-
formacion which reached us covers only au
Cimsipuilicant part of these struggles), while taking
ino account the brutal wrror carsied out by
Hider and Co. as well as  their  unrestrained
demigogy.
The Wages Movemont of the Germuen Workers,
 Has the standard of living of the working-cluss
mproved in connection  with the recognised
revival of German cconomy (the special kind of
fepression) by comparison with 1932 (the lowest
. potnt of the crisisje Since Hider came 1o power,
“more than 2 million Germun workers have again
been drawn into the production process (but
: there ure sull 354 roitlion unemploye 1ot count-
_ing those who are parially disabled because of
age or other causes — whose benctits have been
zonsiderably decreased). Bur the average nominal
wages of gcrman workers have decreased. This
situaton is not altered by the fact that there has
“been an increase in the wages of a very narrow
: sirawum of highly qualified workers, of whom there
is a shortage and who are badly needed by the
war industry, According to the culculations
made by Comrade Varga, the average nominal
wage of the German worker has been cut by 40
- marks per person, or § per cent, each hatf year
during the Hider dictatorship, including 1934.
An imporiant factor in the lowering of the
wominal wage, a factor of which we have taken

%‘; Nadonal Socialist press maintains com lete -

Rt T "
parey oY

By Fucas.

oo litde account, and which some comrades have
seriously underestimarted, is the deductons which
are regularly made out of the wages of - every
worker, and which, of course, do not figure in the
wage staustics. These deductions from the wages
amounted to on the average 8-12 per ceul, prior 10
the advent of Hitler w0 power. In 1934 they
amounted to 18-25 per cent This means, that
a worker who, for example, earns 3o marks a
week—a wage which exceeds the average level—
actually brings home 23-25 marks. In place of
the money not reccived, the worker finds receipis
in his pay cn\'clopc which show the anounts paid
for him as taxes, insurance contributious, member-
ship dues for the “Labour Front,” special conuri-
butions, etc. We can judge of the colossal extent
of this concealed robbery of the workers' wages
by the income of the organs of insurance against
sickness, invalidity and uncmployment, or such
organisations as “Winter Reliet,” “Uncmploymcm
Relief,” and finally, the “Labour Front.” As far
as the insurance {)odies are . concerned, only an
insignilicant part of their income is returned to
the workers aud employeces in the shch of sick-
ness and unemployment benelits, ere. During the
recent  years  colossal  sums—amounting 10
billiuns—have been placed at the disposal of ihe
governnment by these insurance bodies o finance
the “Programme for providing work' or arma-
ments and other vver-growing state ex enditures.

The income of the “Labour Front” 1s a speaal
item, At the present tine it 1s the most power-
ful organisation _in Germany, judged by its
capitul—the pennies of the workers flow into this
organisation in a mighty torrent. In 1933 the
“Labour Front” received over 200 million marks
as dues from the workers; in 1y34 the fascists
began 1o deduct these ducs directly from the
wages. In this way the income of the “Labour
Front” has grown to still greater dimensions and
has become a method of reducing the wages of
workers and employees wholesale,

Let us assume that formerly 5 million workers
and employeces (not including government ofhcials)
were members of trade unions and voluntarily
paid membership dues. Since that time the
number “organised” in the “Labour Front” has
grown to over 12 million.  We assume that it
would be incorrect to challenge this figure, cited
by Ley, since the workers of the large and average
sized enterprises are organised in the *Labour
Front” to the extent of over go per cear. It is
true that the majority joined only in «order not
10 lose their right 1o receive benefits from  the
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-of course, being paid for as unskilled).

mutual aid funds of the former wade unions. The
membpership dues 1n the “Labour Front,” amount,

on the average, to 2%4 marks a month (the dues

are suictly in accordance with the amount of
wages). ln this way dues from workers and em-

ployees amount to jo million marks a month, or -

360 million marks a year, Here we must also take
into account the special conuributjons made to
the “Suength in Joy” organisadon atiiliated to the
“Labour lront.”

When analysing the movement of wages in
Germany, we must also take into account the fall
in the real, hourly wage.  New rationalisation
measures are being carried through almost ex-
clusively at the expense of the intensification of
labour.” The workers are complaining of this
everywhere.  The suriving towards the greatest

- possible intensification of labour, is one of. the

reasons prompung Hider and Co. 10 squeeze the
unqualified workers out of the enterpnses to an
ever grealer exten, and to substitute them by
qualitied and experienced workers &their labour,

These
workers adapt themselves more quickly to condi-
uons, are more pmduclivc, more adroit and there-
fore are better material for exploitadon. But
after June 30, 1934, not only have nowinal wages
decreased, but the real wages of all categories of
workers have decreased to a sull greater extent.
Beginning with that dme, prices of the most im-
portant articles of wide consumption — clothing
and foodstufts began to rise slowly but surely,
Fascist statisticians admic that retail prices have
increased by 8 per cent. on the average since the

-beginning of 1935. And even the lascist press

has been forced 1o report an increase in the prices
of articles of wide consumption—foodstutis and
clothing—by 18-25 per cent. In October-Novem-
ber, 1934, the dissausfaction of the masses in con-
nection with this expressed itself at the weekly
markets held in different cides in the shape of
active demonstrations against the high cost of
living, in which even the perty traders themselves
articipated, and in mass protests of small
ﬁulchcrs and vendars of various food products,
coal, etc. In spite of the increase of prices, these
petty-traders gained considerably less than before,
and, in addiuon, were the first 1o be subjected to
the attacks of the disgrunted masses. e super
profits resulting from the rise in prices, passed
entirely into the wide pockets of the big land-
lords, ~industrialists and the treasury. The
appointment of a commissar to conduct a
“struggle” against price increases was intended to
divert the dissatisfaction of the masses from the
real culprits responsible for the running up of
prices, and to set the masses against the peuty
traders, a considerable number of whom were

even subjected to temporary arrests and had their

shops closed. The tascist authorites extorted
money from many of them, and, for bribes,
refrained from arresting them and closing down
their stores.

various Methods of Direclly Reducing Wages.

Up to the present ume, only in rare cases has
there been a decrease in nominal wages for a
more or less considerable body of workers (for
workers of an entre factory or branch of industry
simultaneously). The efforts of the fascists bave
been directed to ensuring that on every occasion
direct lowering of nominal wages should apply
only to a narrow stratum or group of workers, in
order to avoid united resistance on the part of the
whole body of workers of the given enterprise.
Most frequently piece rates have been decreased,
for which (})urposc work was “stopped” for a short
period and then the norm of production was in-
creased. In addidon, the workers have been
deprived of many small material achievements,
such as pay for time required to clean up; they
have been compelled to provide their own tools or
to pay for the repair of tools; the most varied
forms of fines for spoilage huve been introduced;
even in those cases where the spoilage is due to
the poor quality of raw matenial, etc. But on
the whole, this lowering of the nominal wage has
mainly touched wages carned on overtime work.
Here 'we must call to mind the fact thac the
wage rates based on the wages agreements were
50 %owwhat a very large number of German
workers, especially the skilled workers have for
many years worked overtime.  Let us cite a few
examples.

In the Beuler Engineering plant at Leipzg,
lathe hands and fitters were earning from 50 to
70 marks a week on piece work. According to
the wage agreement the basic piece wage was 3§
marks. At the beginning of 1934 a representative
of the management came, and, stop-watch in his
hand, checked up the work on the job, and
ordered a 25 per cent. cut in piece work rates.

Moulders in the Meyer and Weigelt firm in
Leipzig on a number of occasions have come
home after a week’s work with 10-15 marks in
their pockets because of deductions for spoilage,
caused mainly by poor quality raw materia&.

In the Heimnitz Textile Factory a highly skilled
spinner formerly spun s kilograms of material an
hour. This material was later replaced by a poor
quality substitute, and she was able o s in only
one kilogram an hour., According to tﬁc piegce
rate pay, she received 20 pfennings per kilogram,
and in this way her ecarnings decreased from 1
mark to 20 pfennings an hour.
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Gharaciér and Slgnilicance of the Slruggles of the
horkers Against thé Robbury ol Their Wages,
Most of these saruggles—the sending of delega-
ops 1o the Couhdence Councils and 10 e
anager of the cnterprise, passive resistance,
ot suikes on ithe Jou, walk-outs—where these
uggles took place in large enterprises, embraced
. workers ot only one deparunent. This was
rause, as we have already stated, up 1o the
?x'ca’c':m gcncral agmcks o the nomiual wages of
@y eniire euterprise have been very rare occur-
pcaces. And where these artacks did oceur, they
sually led 10 a general movement of resistance.
'he suikes of 6,000 workers of the Wanderer
plant in Chemnitz and of the workers of N.5.U.
10 Scungart serve as suriking examples of this.
‘Bince the end of 1934, the workers of the Wan-
derer plant have not allowed any reduction of
picce rates by the inwoduction of rates “according
1o productivity.” The workers answered any new
gaenpt in thus directon by suike acuon.

The -movement of protest against deduciions
“from wages (for the winter reliet fund, contribu-
“gons to the aviaton fund; conwibutions to the
‘®Labour Front”) also covered eutire enterprises
‘and even endre brauches of indusiry in various
regions as a rule. This expressed itself concrerely
in votes of protest against the deducuons, in the
collection of signatures 1o writlen protests, in pas-
give resistance or strikes.  Here are a few ol many
examples.

In the “Quecn Louisa” mine in Upper Silesia
a general mecting of the miners was called 10
discuss the quesuon of the automadce deduction

of the workers sabotaged the mectng by not
‘gppearing, and the remaining negligible minority
agreed 1o the deduction.  On the basis of this the
wanagement proceeded to automatically deduct
- Ques ?or the "Eabuur Front” from the wiges, Lim-
mediately two-thirds of the workers presented a
written prowest against this, and in tus way they
succeeded in securing the annulment of the auto-
matic deduction of dues. Similar struggles wok
place in almost all of the mines and metallurgical
plants of Upper Silesia,

" The management of the Rosche Firm in

Wages payments into the winter reliet fund. This
iwovoked great discontent among the workers.
fany of them came into the Confidence Council
and protested against  the deductions. The
~mitempts of the management were not successful,
Orie of the most important movements of pro-
Lest against deductions from wages was the strike
of the Berlin workers of AEC-Brunenstrasse
{elecurical trust) direcied against deductions from
Wages, of so-called “contributions” for the needs

from wages, or dues 1o the “Labour Frout.” Most’

Neigersdorf began an attempt to deduct from the |

of aviation. At the same time, this strike was 2
splendid demonstraton of the real sentiments of
the working masses against the preparatons for
war. The lact that it was just here, in the ARG,
that such a collection of conrtributions for the
needs of aviation was made had irts particular
reasons. On May 1, 1934, the Mimster of
Aviauon, Goering, marched to the airdrome in
the ranks of the workers of the ALEG-Brunen-
strasse, later he also displayed particular interest
in this enterprise and was apparently absolutely
sure that he had gained popularity among the
workers of the AEG, However, the sirike showed
just d_u: contrary: the workers succeeded in achiev-
g victory.

In separate cases the workers have alrcady
carried on a struggle for an increase in wages 0
correspond with the growing increase in prices.
For example, shoruy before Chrisunas a six hour
strike took place in one of the Krupp warchouses
under- the slogan of a 2 pfennings an hour -
crease’ in wages. The workers were successful in
winning the satsfacdon of this demaud
Struggles for wage increases take place mainly
in the textle indusuy and auto-transport.

In what way do these movements arise, and
what influence do they exert on the general
development of class forces in Hitler Germany?

The unleashing of these movements is stunu-
luted by various forces which spur the growing
dissatisfaction of the workers on to action.

We know that among the supporters of Hitler,
if we speak of the proletarian elements, there are
also unemployed workers. These are maiuly hose
unemployed -who . were previously engaged in
workshops or in the small retail commercial enter-
prises o their reladves, or themselves were small
artisans or traders and later became victims of the
economic crisis, or those who, on account of the
extreme  poverty of the small and middle
peasantry were compelled to leave their farnilies,
1o scek work in the factories from which they
were later driven out by the crisis. In addition
1o these, among the Hider adherents are a con-
siderable number of the unemployed commercial
and technical employces. All these coustitute
a peuy-bourgcois straturn whose class-conscious-
ness has not yet been developed or only to a small
extent.  The unrestrained demagogic agitation
of Hitler, both prior to and after his advent to
power, up 10 1934, muimuinegi wide tllusions
among these masses.  They believed that Hiter
would improvc:‘[heir conditions.  Many of them
(particularly the Storm Troopers) returned 1o the
factories during the first year of thg Hider dic-
tatorship. But only a few of them were success-
ful in ogtaining good posts in the enterprises. The
overwhelming majority of them, and among these
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~ the so-called “old fighters,” on account of their

lower quallﬁcadons were compelled 10 be satisfed
with a very meagre wage. And they were witness
of the mad race of the employers for profits, and

"the way a whole stratum of ‘cream-skimmers of

the “national socialist revolution” flourished. Dis-
satisfaction among these adherents of Hitler grew
ever stronger, and this was already evident prior
1w June 30. And the bloody events of June 30
stll further stuengthened their disappointment.
A considerable secdon of the national-socialist
workers became more receptive to the agitation
of the Communist and Social-Demaocratic workers,
and gradually the first beginnings of class con-
sciousness began to awaken among the national

. gocialist masses.

These strata feel the offensive of the employers
against wages most painfully. For they believed
that “the national socialist révolution” had welded
the whole of the people 10 cther—the toilers and

" the employers—into a body united by common

interests and needs—into a “community.” Con-
scious that they, the national socialists were in
ower, they considered that it was not only their
right, but also their duty to strugple against the
actions of the employers, which conflicted with the
atiempls 1o create “national unity.”
began their protest by handing in their com-
plaints against the employers to the labour repres
sentaives, the leaders of the N.S.1B.0. (the national
socialist factory organisations) the fascist party
and the “Labour Front” But when they did not
receive any support from them, in many cases
they proceeded to tuke more active measures, and
went as far as agitation for collective action.
Further, the former trade-union workers of the
Communist, Social-Democratic  and Christian
unions, to the extent that the dissatisfaction of the
masses grew, and a turn became evident among
many adherents of national socialism in  the
factories, also began to take up the immediate
demands of their comrades in the factory, o
broaden these dernands, to point out 10 their
comrades how to struggle against the reductions
in piece rates, computor deductions. etc. With
the certain enlivement of German cconomy, the
first to return to the factories were many qualified
workers, those who previously gave the highest
percentage of members of the trade unions, and
most energetically defended their economic inter-
ests. The overwhelming majority * of  these
workers are hostile 10 natonal-socialism.  With
few exceptions, most of them were compelled to
return to work at much lower wages than in
former years, when they were discharged. And
many of them were mien back to work as un-
skilled workers, frequently not even receiving the

wages paid to their comrades who received em-

First they.

loyment on similar work at an earlier date.’ But
it is very difficult to live on 18 10 26 marks weekly
in Germany in face of the constantly rising prices.

" The growing profits of the employers, and . the

arrogant, glaring luxury of the ruling classes
could only facilitate the growth of ever greater
dissatisfaction with their conditions among the
class-conscious workers.

The most important points characterising the
situation which has developed in the factories
in Hitler Germany (particularly in the large plants
and . factories) may be reduced to the following—
there was an increase in the number of the most
conscious workers — Communists, Social-Demo-
crats, former members of the free-wrade unions, in
the shops and factories in the course of 1934.
Many of these workers, particularly the Com-
munists, on their own initiative carry on revo-
lutionary work among the workers of their enter-
prises, at times not even being connected organisa-
tionally with the Communist Party. The activi-
ties of the Communist factory cells have also in-
creased, although slowly, and extended in the
course of 1934. The anti-fascist and fascist forces
in the enterprises are intermixing more and more,
and many adherents of fascism are becoming anti-
fascist.

Minor batdes and struggles paniculzxrly
facilitate the development of this process of the
unification of the factory workers, and create
serious  prerequisites for the awakening and
deepening of class-consciousness —among the

deluded workers. For it is these militant activi-

ties which provide the pretext for numerous dis-
cussions in the factories—arguments, which, as
has been alrcady proven by many examples, do
not limit themselves only to the direct actual

uestions of the given enterprise, but touch upon
the most important problems of the class struggle
of the proletariat. In the process of these militant
struggles, the Communist and Social-Democratic
workers are coming closer to each other.

This process is also clearly manifested in the
growing number of struggles undertaken against
the fascist terror. Under the pressure of the
passive resistance or strikes of the workers, the

olice have at times been compelled to refrain
?rom making arrests at those enterprises where
the workers defend those members of the Con-
fidence Coundl who try to defend the interests
of the workers. On the other hand, this process
was also clearly manifested in the preparations
for and the carrying shrough of the clections 0
the Confidence Councils as set by Hider and Co.,
in the attempt to create a Darrow stratum of a
labour aristocracy and labour bureaucracy, which
could be capable of winning influence over the

654



working masses, and together with this, changes
i the course of the “Labour Front”

The Elestions (e the Confersnve Gounsil,

" In preparing for the Conlidence Council elec-
tons Hitler and Co. used every effort to stir up
© chauvinistic sentiments among the ranks of the
workers and to put forward as candidates for the
Confidence Councils, not only the “reliable” Nazis
but also former trade-union workers (officials in the
free and christian trade-unions), Social-Democrats
and even Communists. Hitler was compelled to
resort to this under the pressure of the growing
dissatisfaction of the masses, and of the increas-
ingly active resistance and accelerated process of
unity and the welding together in the enterprises
of the former national-socialist adherents and the
class-conscious workers.

Why was such wremendous chauvinistc propa-
ganda under the slogan of “Everything for Ger-
many” developed? Why did Hitder and Co. put
forward as candidates for the Confidence Councils
former trade union workers, Social-Democratic
and Communist workers and officials? Not only
s0 as 10 ger as many votes as possible and to
clearly demonstrate “t{m growing solidarity of the
masses of the workers with national socialism.”
Here, an attempt was made to divert into the
channel of national chauvinism the process of
the welding together and intermixing of the ant-
fascist and fascist forces, which was taking place
in the factories on the basis of the struggle for
the daily economic and politcal interests of the
working masses.

With the same purpose in mind the Hitlerites
decided to give minor concessions to some sections
of the working class such as of extended holiday
periods, “beautification of the factories,” etc. the
censure and even temporary arrest of certain
owners of average sized enterprises who adopted
a particularly crude and arrogant attitude, and
by certain- manoeuvres to attract and encourage
the narrow stratum of labour aristocracy which
exists in Germany and which is hostile to fascism.
Ar the same time the Fascists intensified the
terror against the revolutionary workers and
their organisations.

In the instructions of the C.P. of Germany
on the preparations for the elections to the Con-
fidence Councils account was taken of the well
thought out manceuvres of the Fascists. The
Communist Party of Germany, correctly estimat-

Te

report to be followed by free discussion; that they
Eroposc their anti-fascist: candidate$ for the Con-
dence Council and strive for the inclusion of
their candidates on the ballot papers, even if they
had 1o appear on these ballot papers alongside
the candidates put forward by the employers.
Further the appeal proposed that the demand be
made that the lists of candidates be recognised
as not valid if these lists did not indudgc the
real representatives of the workers; it further pro-
posed that the demand be made that the em-
Elo ers’ candidates should be excluded from the
allot papers, if they were on the list alongside
the representatives of the workers, and to sirive
for the election o\f all the candidates on the baliot
paper where this‘was made up of representatives
of the workers. And finally, the appeal recom-
mended that the workers should everywhere strive
for the secret ballot in the elections.

The results of the elections officially published
were obviously manipulated, as has been demons-
trated by numerous examples. But even the
results published by Hitler sgmw that, particularly
in the most important branches of imﬁxstr_v there
was a high percentage of those who voted against
the Naa lists. We shall limit oursclves to citing
only-some of the most characteristic examples of
the outcome of the elections.

In two enterprises in Saxony there were two
lists proposed Ey the fascists and the workers
respectively.  In the X. works, the fascist ballot
ticket received 168 votes, and the workers’ ticket
—198 votes. Thus the workers list won. In the
Y. factory 144 ballot papers were spoiled, 403
were for the fascist ticket and joo for the workers’
candidates. In addition, 16 ballot papers were
declared invalid. :

At one of the mines in Upper Silesia the workers
were successful in placing their candidates on the
official ticket. Ninety per cent. of all the workers
voted for this list. In unother enterprise, also
in Upper Silesia, the employer and a Fascist repre-
sentaive were put forward as candidates. At a
general meeting the workers opposed these can-
didatures, and proposed other candidates, which,
however, were rejected by the employer and the
Nauzi representative.  The workers, however, con-
tinued to struggle for their candidates and wrote
their names on the walls. During the voting 240
votes were cast for the Fascist ticket and 319
workers voted against. Then the employer, with-

ing the sentiments and the processes taking place
among the masses, addressed an appeal to the
factory workers on February 1. In this appeal
the Party provosed that the workers should de-
mand the calling of a meeting at which the old
Confidence Council should submit its report, this

out appealing to the Labour representative, with-
drew the candidates he had put forward and re-
cognised as members of the Confidence Council
the candidates proposed by the workers, for whom
in reality 319 workers voted, thus defeating the
employer’s list.
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In the Bosch factory in Stuttgart, on 1,600 ballot
papers, the name of the former chairman of the
Confidence Council, a fascist official, was crossed
out. In another—the Wiirtemberg plant—the
leaders of the “Labour Front,” under the influence
of the great number of votes cast against their
ticket, were compelled after the elections to replace
the individual they put forward as their repre-
sentative by another candidate more acceptable
to the workers. '

In the Leuna works in Halle-Merzeberg the
fascists themselves recognised that one-third of
the workers voted against the fascist rticket or
abstained from voting. In the “German Wharf”
in Kiel, 43 per cent. voted against the Nazis. In
the Zwickau mines, the Nazis, after counting the
votes three times, were compelied to. recognise
thar ;8 per cent. of the workers voted against
their ticket or abstained from voting. Thus,
the Labour representative was himself compelled
to appoint the Confidence Council. In the
Breslau tramway system, according to the data
issued by the Nazis, 1,100 votes were cast for their
ticker, while 1,700 vated against or abstained. As
regards the Linke-Hoffman-Busch firm in Breslau,
the Nazis assert that 8o per cent. of the workers

voted for the fascist ticket. In reality, only 40,

per cent. attended the elections. In the City
water and gas plant of Breslau, the results of the
elections were so miserable for the Nazis that the
participants were obliged (twice under the oath)
1o maintain secrecy.

We succeeded to a cerrain extent, by our tactics,
in breaking down the manocuvre cooked up by
Hitler and Co. In order to do this, the Party
used every means to point out to the masses the
need for winning posts in the Confidence Councils
s0 as to use them for revolutionary purposes.

We succeeded in obraining a whole series of
places in the Confidence Councils for class-con-
scious workers. This is a considerable step for-
ward in comparison with 1934 when the Com-
munist Party limited itself to propaganda and

.agitaton for the rejection of the ticker as a whole.

The Prague Central Committee of the Social-
Demcoraric Party of Germany and a number of
leaders of the group of “revolutionary socialists”
this year also clung on to these pscudo-radical
tactics, and thus hampered the struggle to win
posts in the Confidence Councils and the struggle
against the manocuvres of Hitlerism. In addition,
the Prague Central Committee refused to declare
in favour of joint action by the Communist and
Social-Democratic workers in the preparation and
carrying through of the elections. Bur the re-
actionary laws regarding the regulation of national
labour, and the elections and duties of the Con-
fidence Councils, can only be rendered harmless

if the revolutionary workers are able to. penetrate

into the factory organs provided for by these laws

and transform them from fascist into anu-fascist
bodies, deriving support from the militant
struggles of the workers at each given enterprise.
The Fascist 8ystem of Payment According te
*Productivity,'’ and Chauvinism,

In the disputes which have taken place up to
the present time on the question of the payment
of labour according to productvity, it was justly

ointed out that the reformist trade union leaders
ormerly also insisted on differentiated pay. The
wage-agreements concluded at that time provided
for different rates of pay in various cconomic
regions and localities, depending on the enter-
prises, various age categories, on sex, etc,
etc. But, the differentiation of wage rates
put into effect by the Nazis by means of pay
according to productivity bears a different charac-
ter, and 1t cannot be considered, as some of the
comrades do, merely as a continuation of the
former policy of the reformist leaders.

The Nazis approach the differendation in pay
mainly from the point of view of the nced for
adapung the pay to the productive capacity of
separate enterprises and the productvity of
labour of the individual worker. By adaprting
the wages of the productive power of the different
enterprises, the fascists are trying to smooth over
the harmful intluence of monopolistic prices on
the competitive ability of the less productive
establishments (so as not to lose their - peury-
bourgeois supporters). By adapting wages to the

“productivity of labour of the individual workers,

the fascists are trying to destroy the solidarity of
the workers, to set the workers against one an-
other, to get a worker to set the pace for the
others, and in this way to introduce discord and
break up the forces of the working class.  All
this is done in order to create a chauvinistic,
nationalistic, militaristic hierarchy in the factories,
which is necessary in order to permanently sup-
press the masses,

For this reason, the introduction of the princinle
of the payment of wages according to productivity
leads not only to differentiation in the wapes in
different branches and professions, 10 a differentia-
tion berween the wages of skilled and unskilled
men, women and vouth, but also to differentiation
within each one of these categories of labour.

The attempt to introduce wages on the basis
of productivity is connected with the all-round
political inculcation of a spirit of chauvinism,
nationalism and militatism in the workers. The
Nazis proclaim the slogan of “Honour and first
place to the most capable, higher wages—to the
most capable. He must he the first one to receive
all the privileges of the ‘cultural eflorts’ of
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rational socialism.”  Whe, according 10 the
‘Mazls, is the “most capable”? Not ouly he who
pruduces most, qualitadvely and quantitatively.
E‘hc Nazis are wying 1w give first place on the
job, bigher wage rates, honours of al] kinds and
"cultural enjoyments” to those who have proven
their loyalty 10 the national socialist state, to those
who recognise their “race burity,” and hence,
according  to  nadonal-socialise ideology, their
guperiority over others. o

, ‘i‘m operation ‘of the principle of payment
according to productivity s indissolubly inked-
-up with the atempts 1o militarise the factorics
in Hiter Germany.  What the organisational
structure of the faciories should be in Germzmy
is well known according 1o the fascist ideas. The
facory owner or director is the “leader” of the
aablishinenr; the leaders of the department are
considered  officers:  the foremen, non-commis-
soned officers, while the rank and file workers
‘ate soldiers in the army of labour, or the “retinue
of the leader.”

The relation between those in charge and the
subardinates are regulated by the rules of milimry
discipline. As a mcans of educating the workers
in the spirit of natonalism and 10 reccive com-
plainis, a check-up takes place every morning in
army fashion,

" Any camnrade who has served in a capitalist
army knows by experience that the officers and
bon-commissioned officers would not be able ro
imbuc the rank and file with the “military
Apirit” and unquestionable discipline, without the
c#ssistance of a certain number of soldiers who
are stupehed by nationalism and chauvinism, and
who from the’ capitalist point of view are more
Cupable and reliable. These soldiers are held up
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as examples to their comrades, and they are given
all kinds of etty privileges such as increased
vacations, andplighmr wor%x, thus inciting them
to support order and discipline in their detach-
ment.  But when Decessary, the officers do not
stop at even the most violent and callous measures
to make informers etc. out of them,

Herr Ley, the one who is mainly responsible for
carrying out this line in the labour policy of the
Fascists, openly expressed his opinion on this

uestion at a rally of the Silesian representatives of

3\6 “Labour Front” in Breslay (“Deutsche,” Nov-

embér.§, 1934), where he declared the following : —

“If the leaders  of enterprises and their subordinztes
march together to-day, they will not be able to-morrow
to struggﬁ against one another. This is the very pro-
found meaning of all these meetings and rallies. ('{"his
refers to the meetings, rallies and chcck-ups in the fac-
tories and mills, M.F) Generally speaking, there is no
more favourable soil for real socialist thinking than the
barracks.”

In the factories the Fascists are tryving to create
4 narrow stratum of the fascised fabour aristo-
cracy.  With this end in view such workers are

guaranteed their jobs, efforts are made to artach
them to the factory by the provision of living
quarters, and by the prospect of receiving sick
and old age pensions from the factory social
insurance,

Efforts are made 1o give individually some
paltry additional pay for special work. They
are flattered, exalted for their “race purity,” for
the creation of military discipline, for unquestion-
able obedience. to those gighcr-up, for their
rough treatment of those beneath them; they are
given all kinds of rosy perspectives for the future,
elc.

(To be continued).



educated numerous new cadres who are supremcly
devoted to Communism, and capable of giving
their whole lives, to their last drop of blood an
the last breath in their bodies, to the cause of the
world proletarian revolution.

The capitalist world is entering upon a period
of new revolutionary crisis, a period in which a
new round of revolutions and wars ,is being
seleased. '

The imperialist bourgcoisie are secking a way
out of the present crisis of capitalism in fascism
and war, for a new re-division of the globe.

The urge towards the fighting united front
against the capiwalist offensive, against fascism
and the danger of war is growing among the
widest masses of the tollers in connection with the
world historic victories of socialism in the US.S.R,,
on the one hand, and in connection with the estab-
lishment of the open fascist dictatorship in Ger-
many, Austria, and in the increase in the threat
of fascism in the other countries, on the other.

The Second Congress took place in the period of
the first round of wars and revoludons, which
ended in the victory and consolidation of the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat in Soviet Russia and
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the defeat of the proletariat in a number of capi-

talist countries.  This defeat was primarily the
result of the treacherous tactics pursued by the
Social-Democratic leaders and also of the fact that
there were no mass Communist Parties in being
in a number of countries, or were pot in existence
ar all, : _

The Seventh Congress of the Communist Inter-
national is coming together on the threshold of
the mighty battles of the second round of revolu-
tions and wars, in a situation which is more pro-
found than was the case in the first round of wars
and revolutions. At a time when the Second
International is undergoing a crisis, and when
“the idea of storming capitalism is marturing in the
consciousness of the masses” (Stalin) and when
the will to undertake the decisive battle for the
overthrow of capitalism is becoming stronger.

In this historic conflict between the classes, the
Communist International, led by Comrade Stalin,
the might strategist and tactician, is the only
force which will lead the international proletariat
to victory in the strugglc for its historic aim, for
the dictatorship of the prolera:iat, for Com-
munism.

AGAINST THE THREATENING IMPERIALIST WAR

(Manifesto of the Centrél Committees of the Communist Parties of France, Great Britain,
Germany, China, Poland, Italy, Czechoslovakia, Austria and Hungary).

O the Working Men and Women of all
Counuies!

‘To Working-Class Youthl

To all Friends of Peace and all Encinies of
Warl :

It is only a few weeks to the twenty-first
anniversary of the outbreak of the great world
war. And to-day the nations stand on the
threshold of another war, far greater than even
that war. The introduction of conscription, the
militarisation of youth in Hiter Germany and
the unceasing provocations of German fascism
threaten the world with another internadonal
massacre. The fascist rulers of the newly-armed
German imperialism are more and more openly
preparing for an attack on other nauons, and
especially for a war on the Sovict Union, hoping
by a new world war to achieve a redistribution
oz the world. They are feverishly searching for
new allies.  After Japan and Poland, they are
now atempting to enrol fascist Ialy in the war
front of fascist states. In the Balic Hitler's
agents arc intriguing to destroy the independence

of the small Baltic states and to use them as a
jumping-off ground in a war against the Soviets.

The ijapancsc imperialists are extending their
military occupaton of China. In the Paalic the
danger of a war is af;ain imminent. In a few
weeks Mussolini will have comFlctcd the deploy-
ment of Italian forces for a colonial war of con-
quest against the Abyssinian people; the
sanguinary African adventure is scheduled 10
begin; in  early Auwumn. Thus the imperialist
warmongers are steadily at work to set Europe
and the world on fire.

The Sovict Union stands in the midst of a
world of capitalist enemies as an iron sentinel
of peace. The Socialist Soviet state, with its non-
aggression pacts, with its mutual assistance agree-
ments, with its struggle to create a system of
collective security, is serving the cause of peace
and the interests of the workers of all countries.

The fascist states, headed by Hider Germany,
leave no stone unturned in order to frusirate the
consistent peace policg of the Soviet Union. Hitler
openly declares that he is opposed to the Eastern
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pact and the creation of a system of collective
security; in this he is supported above all by the
anti-Soviet scction of the British ruling class.

“The fascists hate the Sovier Union not only be-

cause it is the home of socialism, but because it
# a bulwark against fascism, a citadel of peace
and a defender of all small and weak nations.

The armament race and the international
waific in arms, which this year surpass in extent
those of the three preceding years, show the

" armament international, the hyenas of the battle-

Belds at their bloody trade. The biggest expon-
ents of the internadonal armament usiness, the

- French firms of Schneider-Creuzot, the German

firn of Krupp, the Britsh firm of Vickers, the
Czech firm of Skoda and others have recently con-
cluded an international agreement in Blarritz
with & view 10 jointly increasing their profits.

The capitalist world is loaded with combustible
matesial; any minute can bring the outbreak of
war.

On the eve of the twenty-first anniversary of the

tmperialist world slaughter the Central Commit-

iees of the Communist Partics of France, Great
Bricain, Cermany, China, Japan, Poland, Laly,
Czechioslovakia, Ausuia ancj Hungary call to
working men and women of all countries: form
the international united front of the proletarians
of all countries for the defence of peace against
the conspiracy set on foot by Hider Germany
and her allies, Japan and Poland! Support the
prace policy of the Soviet Union! ‘

Men, women, youths of the working class, to
whatever party you may belong, demonstrate on
August 1, the anniversary of the outbreak of
world war; show your whole-hearted and unani-
Inous determination to preserve peace and o
fight against all those who set the nations against

gach  other, who are preparing for war and
sttemnpring 1 unleash another international
inassacre,

The united action of all militant workers on a
bational and international scale can oppose  a
barrier 1o the national incitement of one people
against another; it can obstruct the armament
tac: of the imperialists and the preparation of an
mperialist war.

United action in every capitalist country, united
action inspired by proletarian internationalisim,
will enable the working class of the world to beat
back the attack of the warmongers on the lives
of the workers of all countries,

The united front of milirant workers, if it is
able 1o win all workers for the fight against war
and fascism, can secure a victory for the peace
prolicy of the Soviet Union in the capitalist coun-
Wes and swp the bloody miachinations of the war-
mongers.

The undersigned Communist Parties appeal to
all Socialist Parties, to their leading bodies and all
their organisations: faced with the imminent
danger of another terrible massacre, make u
your minds at last to join in united action with
the Communist Parties against imperialist war
and fascism! The Executive of the Labour and
Socialist International has twice declared that it
leaves it to the discretion of jts sections to con-
clude united front a{ccmems with the Com-
munist Partcs. The Labour and Socialist Inter-
nadonal, in the resolution of its enlarged Bureau
adopted on May 6/7, 1933, declared: “We observe
with satisfaction the collaboration of European
democracy with the Soviet Union for the preven-
ton of war.” The LS.L further stated that ic
was “aware of the grave dangers threatening the
peace of the worl_d." It strcs:cd' the fucr that
one of the most important tasks in the strugele
against war consists in mobilising  the public
opiuio’n of the whole world againsc the Hitler
dictatorship by every means at our command.”

But these important statements have sense and
value only if they are followed by corresponding
action. Thcy have a practical significance for the
working class only if the L.S.I. takes serious prac-
tical steps to establish a unired fighting front of
Socialist and Communist Pardes and organisa-
tions. We. Communists have already made a
number of suggestions to the L.S.I. and its scc-
tions in our numerous united front roposals con-
cerning the joint struggle against Hitler Germany
and her allies, the chief warmongers,

To-day, on the e¢ve of the twenty-first anniver-
sary of the outbreak of the great war, we repeal
our offer of a united front. We declare that we
are prepared to consult with the socialist partics
concerning the methods, forms, time and all other
problems arising in connection with joint action
on the twenty-first anniversary of the outbreak of
world war. :

Away with all obstacles in the way of the united
action of all militant workers against imperialist
war and blood-stained fascism !

Communist and socialist  workers! Trade
unionists in the reformist and militant unions!
Men and women who have passed through the
horrors of imperialist war! Mothers who are re-
quired to sacrifice your sons for cannon-fodder!
Youths, who are the chosen first victims of ihe
war! All you who hate imperialist war and want
to prevent it!  All who want peace!

Unite for the joint struggle against the threaten-
ing massacre, form united front commitiees, com:
mittees against war and fascism, prepare  joint
demonstrations on August 1 in every locality: —

Against the imperialist armament race, for a
system of collective security!
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Against Hider Germary and her imperialist
allies, the chief warmongers!

For the defence of the independence of sinall
nations! ' '

Against imperialist conquests|

Against ltalian fascism, for the defence of
the Abyssinian people!

Against the Japanese imperialists,'for the de-
fence of China from dismemberment by the im-
perialist robbers!

For the preservation of peace, for the peace

policy of the Soviet Union, for the defence of
our Soviet fatherland! _
Proletarian united front against chauvinist
hawed between the nations, for proletarian inter-
nationalism, for Socialism, which alone can safe-
guard peace! ‘
The Central Committees of the Communist
Partics of France, Great Britain, Germany,
China, Japan, Poland, Italy, Czechoslovakia,
Austria, and Hungary.

“THE UNITED FRONT FOR PEACE AND
AGAINST WAR !

By Bera Kun.

HE instability of the international situation
is increasing at a rapid rate. No martter how

much cllort and energy the Soviet Union spends -

to. maintain peace and hinder the outbreak of
hostilities, the activity of the warmongers,
EspECIALLY THE GERMAN Fascists, keeps on growing
steadily. By sclling the Chincese Eastern Railway
the Soviet Union demonstrated how a Socialist
state can  solve international conflicts in  the
interests of peace. Japanese imperialism, how-
ever, makes use of the fact that 1t has obtained
a free hand in the Sovier Far Last for increased
brutal oppression of the Chinese people by further
developing the robber campaign in North China.
The two mutual aid pacts which the Soviet Union
concluded with France and Czechoslovakia in the
interests of maintaining peace are followed by the
act between Germany and Great Britain regard-
ing further naval armament, which is plainly
directed against the Soviet Union, but also
against France and Italy. There is a truce in the
war berween Paraguay and Bolivia for Chaco,
but in Africa, Italian imperialism is advancing
towards a bloody war of plunder against the
Abyssinian people. . ‘
Competition in armaments for a new imperial-
ist massacre of the people is proceeding at a
greater pace than ever before, and even in the
present situation on the eve of war, is already
throwing overboard all the experiences of the

l past world war. The professional diplomats and

the special plenipotentiaries of the warmongering
countries, such as Goering, Hess and Ribbentrop,
no longer ride in express trains when making
their trips to recruit allies, but use very fast air-
planes. Of all the sciences which the research of
mankind is developing, the science of the prepara-
tion and conduct of war is most encouraged and
popularised in capitalist countries. The manu-

‘technical an

facture and sale of arms is the only flourishing
branch of capitalist world economy. The profits
of the muniton industry and especially of the
chemical industry are soaring at a gigantic pace.
The pet profits of the British Chemical Trust
increased from 3.4 million pounds in 931, to
6.3 million in 1934. :
The German fascists have developed to the
utmost the preparations for war, both in the
crthe political sense. In the two years
of the Hider dictatorship the subsidies to the
German chemical trust were multiplied fivelold.
A whole network of agencics of German fascism
is being organised and financed by the Fider
government throughout the world. In Czecho-
slovakia there is the Henlein Party, in France the
reactionary leaders of the UP.R. of Alsace and
Lorraine, in Belgium the section of the Flemish
movement which inclines towards fascism, the
Mussert fascists in Holland, the Quissling fascists
in Norway, the Furngard fascists in Sweden, the
Iron Guard and the Goga fascists etc., in Rumania,
the Frondsts in  Switzerland and similar move-
ments in the United States and South America,
and not least of all in the Baltic countries.

The fascists, the militarists and the men who
back them—the trust magnates, the big land-
owners and the munition kings, who, as Banse,
the national-socialist theoretician of Teutonic
rage (Furor teutonitus) said, “I do not want 1o
know anything more about the ludicrous dream
of humanity as a whole”—increase the rate at
which a new world massacre is being prepared,
from week to week and from month to month.

Can there be a more sacréd task for any worker
than to join THE STRUGCLE AGAINST WAR AND
DEFEAT THE EFFORTS OF THE WARMONGERS IN THEIR
DAY TO DAY PREPARATIONS FOR WAR AND TO DO ALL
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(¥ HIS POWER TO FRUSTRATE THE ADVENTURIST PLANS
QF THE IMPERIALISTS?

“ Ten Communist Parties of capitalist countries
have issued an appeal to men and women workers
all over the world, to the tiling youth, to all
friends of peace and opponents of war. They call
" upon everyone 1o arrange united, joint demonstra-
- tons on August ist, the 215t anniversary of the
imperialist war, against the preparation of
a new holocaust of the peoples. The straining
of the internatonal situation, the direct danger
of the outbreak of a new imperialist world war,
especially a coun(cr-rcvolutionary war agains( the
fatherland of the toilers, the Socialist Soviet
Union, urgendy demands that the appeal of the
ten Communist Parties —the C.Ps of France,
Great Britain, Germany, China, Japan, Poland,
Italy, Czechoslovakia, Austria and  Hungary
should meet with a stirring response among the
broadest masses. The organisation of mass meet-
ings and demonstrations for August 1, for peace,
against . chauvinism, against war  incitement
and armaments, .is the more important daily task
of all friends of peace and opponents of war.

The appeal is addressed to all those who are
interested in maintaining  peace and preventing
war. This year, however, it is especially addressed
TO . ALL® SOCIAL-DENMOCRATIC PARTIES AND ORGANISA-
TIGNS TO FINALLY DECIDE TO WAGE A JOINT STRUGCLE
TOCETHER WITH US ACAINST THE COMMON ENEMY,
AGAINST THE IMPERIALIST WARMONGERS, .
The united front between the Commuinist an
Social-Democratic Parties and organisations, on
4 national and international scale, really to fight
apainst the war danger would mean successful and
tffective encouragement of the correct and per-
sistent peace policy of the Soviet Union.  Such
a united front would become a real rallving
ground for everybodv—for the petry-bourgeoisie,
the farmers, the intellectuals—even for those sec-
tions of the population which to-day sull reject
Socjalism or are not prepared to fight for it, bur
who want to sunport Socialism in the Soviet Union
which has such an effect upon the preservation
~ of peace. Such a united front could be a magnetic
force to draw all the wiling sections into the fight-
ing front acainst imoverialisc war, against the
massacre of the peoples and against its cause—
Gapitalism.

" Are there anv beginninegs in the parties of the
~ 8ccond Internarional and above all in the Social-
Democraric nadional and disrricr organisations for
the establishment of the united front?

There is no doubt about it

Whart do the exneriences of united action bv the
Communist and Socialist Parties in France show?
Whar does the last Congress of the Socialist Party
of France in Mulhause show?

These are proofs that the masses who follow the
,Soc‘iuhst Party of France have, on the basis of
their own experiences, become convinced that the
united front, unity of action of the fighting pro-
letariat, is the best means for a widespread
mobilisation of the masses against the common
class enemy and its warmongering efforts. The ex-
periences that the French working class has had
with unity of action also show that unity of the
militant workers can draw the petty-bourgeois
peasant masses into action—e.g., tﬁe ollowers of
the Radical Socialists—in common struggle against
the common enemy.

What does the speech of Marteau, the Left
Social-Democrat, at the mecting of the Brussels
organisation of the Belgian Labour Party show?
It is no accident that a Left Social Democrat, cne
who is a responsible official in his party, declared
that in view of the present international situation
with the present state of war preparations, the
best and the most effective guarantee of peace is
the Red Army of the Soviet Union. The scniti-
ment expressed in this speech is the sentiment of
the masses, upon which unity. of action of the
Social-Democratic and Communist organisations
can be based.

What does the joint struggle of the Italian
Socialist Party and the Communist Party against
Mussolini's robber campaign in Africa show? It
shows that the united front of both parties which
to-day increases the self-confidence of the working
class in the struggle against the fascist murderers
of the masses, have, in a number of Lalian towns,
ransformed the spontancous movements against
war and fascism into mass actions against the war
of plunder. ’

Under these circumstances, should the asser-
tions of the Enlarged Bureau of the Socialist and
Labour International regarding the gravity of the
danger menacing world peace, should these im-
portant declarations that “one of the most impor-
tant tasks of the struggle acainst war consists in
using all the means for mobilising public opinion
of the whole world against the Hider dictator-
shin,” remain without consequences?

The most important problem in fighting
against preparations for imperialist war, in the
given stage, is the extension of the front against
imperialist ~ war  preparations,  concentrating’
it against the chief instigators of war, the
German fascists, their allies, and the men who are
backing them in Poland, Japan and Great Bricain,
and the organisation of genuine mass action
against the sale and transport of arms 1o Germany
and Tapan. ‘.

What reason, formal or otherwise, can be impor-
tant enough to hinder the establishment of the
united front of militant workers, on a national
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scale, against the preparations for an imperialist
war in their own country, and international unity
of action of the working class against the chicf
insdgator of war, against German fascism? There
are not and cannot be such reasons|

The lecaders of the Socialist and Labour Inter-
pational again declared on April 14 that the
arties affillated to it have the right to coaclude

united front agreements with the Communist
Parties in their own countries. Just as unfounded
as was the . Second International's refusal

joint mass meetings and demonstrations
b&’l the ten
e Social-

organisc
for May 1st, so the new step taken
Communist Parties to again call upon
Democratic Parties and organisations for united
militant action against the imperialist war, and
especially against the German fascist chief instiga-
tors of war, was justified and dmely. '

The tragic day of August 4, 1914, the day of
class betrayal by international Social-Democracy
in connection with the outbreak of the imperialist
war, the day of the shameful collapse of the inter-
national organisation of the working class at that
time, must not and shall not be repeated. The
larger the numbers of the masses of workers who
fight for peace before the outbreak of the new
imperialist war and support the peace policy of
the Socialist Soviet Union by deeds, the broader

the united front of the Socialist and Communist
organisations that organise this struggle n the
capitalist countries against the preparations for
war, the smaller the number of workers and toilers
who will fall a prey to the chauvinist incitement
of the warmongers and succumb to the terror of
the bourgeois state which has been placed on a
war footing, the sooner will the struggle to con-

" vert the imperialist war into civil war be crowned

with success.

In the Frcscm strained internatonal situation,
in view of the struggle between the peace policy
of the Soviet Union and the extreme warmanger-
ing of the leading fascist states, the Social-Demo-
cratic workers and their organisations will have
to give an answer as to which road they will
continue to take:

The road which the Daily Herald, the organ
of the British Labour Party, proposes—"“an agree-
ment with Hitder who is in power,” or the road
which leads not to an agrcemem with Hitler, but
to an agreemént with the steadfast fighter for
peace, with the Soviet Union.

The question has been put and the answer will
be given in the joint struggle of the Social-
Democratic workers and organisations together
with the Communists.

OUR STRUGGLE AGAINST CHAUVINISM AND
IMPERIALIST WAR

JITH every day that passcs, Hitler fascism
more and more excites chauvinistic sen-
timents among the masses of the people of
Germany. Hiter fascism needs to find support
for its war policy, which is dictated by the in-
terests of the big capitalists and landlords, in
order to use the masscs as cannon fodder during
the coming war:

The introduction of conscription by the Hiter
government on the basis of the law of March 16,
1935, serves the same ends. The Folicy of the
Hitler government is weighty proo of the cor-
rectness of what Comrade Stalin pointed out in
the following passage:

“Chauvinisrn and preparation for war as the main ele-
ments of foreign policy, bridling the working class, and
terror in the sphere of home fpolicy as a necessary means
for strengthening the rear o future war fronts—this is
what is particularly engaging the minds of contemporary
impcrialis( polilici:ms." (Stalin, speech at the Seven-
teenth Congress of the CPSU)

The source of the rampant, chauvinist, war
dance in Germany is 1o be found in the expan-
sionist strivings of German imperialism and the
difficultics which the fascist dictatorship is en-

countering inside the country. Ever since German
imperialism  recovered  from the defear it
encountered during the war and became strong
again, during the years of relative stabilisaton,
the struggle for new foreign markets has meant,
for German Imperialism, the question of a new
re-partition of Europe. It is impaticnt to solve
this problem as quickly as possible. But since
this 1s impossible of achievement without a new
war, it is preparing for war might arid main.
Whether the plans of German imperialisin will be
successfully realised or not, however, all depcnds
upon whether it is able to break down the resis-
tance of the proletarian masses organised by the
Communist Party of Germany. This is forcing
the bourgeoisie to exert all its energies, at the
same time, to crush the Communist Party. This
is why it entrusted the setting up of a fascist dic-
tatorship to its own -offspring, to the most
extreme nationalist patty—the Hider party.
Even before he obtained this task from the
hands of finance capital, Hider had succeeded by
means of his natonalist agitation in poisoning the
minds of large sections of the petty-bourgeoisic
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4 peasantry with chauvinist dope. The situa-
gon which arose in Germany as a result of it

ailitary defeat was in his favour. The Versailles
Peace led not only 1o the two-fold exploitation
of the twiling masses of Germany by home and
foreign capital, but also 1o their natonal dignity
beg incredibly lowered. Besides the Froﬁts of
the German capitalists and the reats 0 the big
landlords, billions more were wrung out of the
wiling masses of Germaay on behalt of the ruling
dasses of the victorious powers. Germany was
deprived of valuable raw materials and means of
roduction, coal and tiraber, as well as the best
wmonves and coaches. She even had to give
up the best part of her dairy cautle, while young
ipfants perished in thousands because their
mothers were utterly exhausted and there was a
shortage of milk. Almost the entire cconoric life
of the country, its finances and railways, were con-
waled by the victorious powers. As a result of
e defear of imperialist Germany during  the
war of 1914-1918, the toiling musses of Germany
also suffered national oppression at the hands of
he victorious powers. grcat masses of the people
were possesst ‘of a violent hatred of the foreign
QppIEssOTs. '
This created favourable ground for the German
bourgeoisie to  conduct igcological preparations
for the realisation of their imperialist plans of
expansion. They were successful in placing the
Hider party, which combined chauvinst ideology
with unrestricted social demagogy and decepuon,
at the head of the mass movement. The nanonal-
jst uproar develo sed by the Hiter party served
1o comiort the German petry-bourgeois 1o some
gxient, fanning  the fames of his desire for
sevenge upon nationul oppression. The chauvin-
isin which penctrated deeper and decper into this
mass movement was possessed of a magnetc
power which drew in more and more new sec
tions of the wavering petry-bourgeoisie. It was pre-
csely this circumstance  that ingpired German
- fpance-capital 1o entrust Hitler with the seuing
up of a fascist dictatorship. »
~ “Immediately upon the signing of the Versailles
- Treaty, the Communist Party of Germany began
# determined struggle against national oppres-
sion. In the course of this struggle it developed
inte the only revolutionary mass party. It con-
fronied the masses with the mighty task of des-
moying the Versailles system, sstmultancously over-
throwing the Gernian bourgeosie, of breaking the
Versailles fetrers, at the same time destroying all
gppression and cxploiration at the hands of the
bourgeosie ‘once and for all.  The Communist
Party set proletarian internationalism and the
* ¢lass struggle against the nationalist idcology and
s uatenal strife fired by chauvinism. — How-

ever, the reformist policy of sodial-democracy and
its class collaboration with the bourgeoisie led to a
splic in the working class. Thcre%orc the Com-
munist Party of Germany did not succeed in lead-
ing the majority of the working class into this
siruggle and winning the sympathy of the petty-
bourgeois masses for the proletariat. The resules
of the social-democratic policy of coalitions and
the measures of the so-called Weimar govern-
ments which threw the masses into ever-increas-
ing poverty, brought forth tremendous disappoint-
ment among the masses. It was on this back-
ground that the Hider party launched its struggle
against Marxism. The surug le which the Weimar
governments, including soaal-democracy, waged
against the Cominunist party helped to make the
fascists successful in this respect, and thus paved
the way for fascism.

During the two and a half ycars ot its existence,
the fascist dictatorship has met with some success.
Both the results of the Saar plebiscite and in-
creased armaments and the intensification of the
war prcparadons of German imperialism come in
this  category. The policy of the Western-
European im erialist states, which are bound by
their imperialist contradictions and contradictions
at home, assisted Hider fascism in the achieve-
ment of these successes. The fact that the Hitler
rovernment violated the articles of the Versailles
gl‘rca.t concerning the restriction of Germany's
armed forces, ami’ introduced universal ‘conscrip-
tion became possible chieﬂy In conscquence ol
vacillations in the policy of British imperialism.
Flder fascisin is making use of ull this to excite
chauvinisin with a view to drawing the atiention
of the masses away from the internal difficulties
in Germany iwself,” The disastrous position of the
toiling peasants and middle sections of the popu-
lation in the towns is forcing them to adopt a
more sober attitude towards the social demagogy
of Hider fascism. It is becoming quite clear that
these sections of the people are withdrawing their
support {rom fascism. Fascism is trying, by
means of chauvinist propaganda to prevent its
mass base from contracting. This is what menaces
it to-day. But it is not in a position to mitgate
the class-contradictions insideé the counrtry, and it
will niot be successful in penetrating deeper among
(hose sections of the working class who are callcﬁ
upon to play the decisive role in the class struggle.

We have proof of this in the outcome of the
clections to the Danzig parliament on April 7. In
spite of the fact that a national-sociaist govern-
ment was in existence in Danzig, and for two yeurs
pursued a policy of “unification,” the national-
socialists were only able to obtain 6o per cent. of
the total number of votes cast. [’ spite of the
violent terror, the basic masses ol the workers of
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Danzig voted against the national-socialists, This
apain confirms the fact that the decisive sections
of the proletariat are still, as before, hostile to
the Nazis. German fascism denies the existence
of classes and ot class contradictions trying to en-

tangle the masses of the people in their famous’

ideology of “national unity,” so as to prevent them
from struggling against capitalism.  But all the
measures adopted by the capitalists clearly em-
‘phasize the fact to the rtoiling masses that class
contradicons do exist between the bourgeoisie
and the proletariat. The masses will inevitably
sce more -clearly the contradietion that exists be-
tween the policy of finance-capital pursued by the
Hider government and the interests of the toilin
masses, a contradiction which exposes the sociaﬁ
demagogy of the fascists and the ficdon of

* “nadonal uniry.”

These are the causes which are compelling the
fascists to resort 10 nadonalist chauvinist slander,
1o draw the toiling masses over to their side. The

~ Nazis are u-fying o persuade the masses that
fascism is defending the nadonal honour of the
German worker. More than this: they are try-
ing to assure the German workers that they are
better off than the French, English and Russian
workers. On the basis of their racial theory
whicly, at bottom, also only serves the interests of
the war policy of German imperialism, fascism de-
clares that the German people is the “ruling race”

which needs new territorities for its further exis- -

tence.  Moreover, it cunningly flatters their
national feelings, as can be seen, for example,
from Ley's speech ar the Leipzig Congress of the
“Labour Front,” when he dcc?arcd that “The Ger-
man will never be a coolie.” Bur this by no means
prevents the fascists from driving the Cerman
workers into forced labour and converting them
into the slaves of the cmployers, deprived com-
pletely of all rights. The funds collected for the
“Strength of Joy” organisation by means of deduc-
dons from the wages of the workers are used for
the purpose of nauonalist propaganda by the
fascists.

The fascist theor

. ?

of a “superior race,” in the
words of Comrade Stalin, “Is as far removed from
science as heaven is from earth.”*  But it serves
the fascists to achieve their concrete aim of
making the toiling masses an obedient tool of the
imperialist war policy and of preparations for war.

Fascism is trying to persuade the toiling masses
that their interests are allcgedly linked up with
the realisation of the aims of finance capital, of
the expansionist plans of the imperialists.
“A people without a rerritory!” howl the war-
mongers, pointing to the territories of the East,

* Stalin’s speech at the XVIL Congress of the C.PS.U.

There are tremendous estates in the Eastern part
of Germany which belong to big landowners. By
the alienauon of these lands it would be possible
without imperialist war to obtain more than
enough ternitory to satisty the requirements of the
German people. But as tar as the fascists are con-
cerned it is: by no means a queston ot giving land
to the toilers. Their demand for “territory in the
East” is nothing but support for the rapacious
strivings of German imperialism and for e pre-
paraton of war against the Soviet Union,
Fascism is trying to incite the working masses
o support the war plans of the German bour-
geoisie, by appealing to their direct economic
interests.  The slogan “War Means Work” serves
this end. The fascists have wried to make the in-
roduction of universal conscription more palat-
able to the workers by pointng out that owing
to the fact that young men are conscripied into
the army, room will be made for the older work-
ers in the factories, and that the wemendous
requirements of the new army will aflord work
to hundreds of thousands of people. This is no
new argument, fascism has borrowed it from the
reformists who in just the same way justlied their
own policy of armaments and of the building up
of the army. It wants the workers 1o be reconciled
to a violatuon of their class interests in exchange
for concessions of a temporary character. This
method of “atfording work” o the unemployed
contradicts the class interests of the proletanat,
Not to mention the fact that expenditure on arma-
ments is Paid almost enurely by the toiling
masses; millions have to pay with their lives on

“the field of battle in exchange for the employment

alforded to the workers in this way. The tascists
want to draw the minds of the proletariat off their
international class tasks and to force them to
serve the class interésts of the bourgeoisie. Simul-
tancously the bourgeoisie are consolidating their
apparatus of violence in order to suppress the
working class.

One of the most important tasks facing the
Communists to-day is to expose the military plans
of the bourgeoisie before the masses and to show
up the who%c aim of the chauvinist propaganda
of the fascists. The masses are sull very little
aware of the class essence of fascist ideology.
Therefore there is a grear danger that the fascists
will really succced, by means of chauvinism, in
doping the masses and driving them into war.
Thus the struggle against chauvinism and against
the war policy of Hitler fascism constitutes one of
the most important tasks which face us to-day.

Hitler fascism is trying to win definite sections
of the workers to support the policy of armaments
and war preparations which it is pursuing in the
interests of Enancc capital; and the method it
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#lopts 1o this end is 1o give these workers certain
privxlcgts as compared with the rest of the
warkers.
These special privileges or, at any rate, this
sr:para:ion of some workers from the rest, consists
in higher wages for work donc by the highly
mueﬁ workers of definite catcgories, with a rela-
gvely sure guarantee thart they will remain in
work, with grants to them of vacations and an
ppporiunity w wavel (by means of the “Strength
Joy” organisation), etc.  Without doubrt, the
fascists in this way exert an influence over these
v strata of the workers. The latter will require to
“have -a high level of class-consciousness if they
afe to remain true to their class duty and con-
gnu¢ the struggle against fascism.  The aim of
these measures on the part of the fascists is 1o
arengthen their influence among the lubour aris-
icracy, and also 1o create new sections of the
bureaucracy out of their own supporters whom
- they send into the [actories. This 1s pardcularly
dangerous in view of the dircct preparations which
are being made for war. The fascists are rying
fu get these sections of the workers interested in
their war policy by assuring them that they, ag
well, stand to gain by it
Chauvinism serves the fascists as a means of
winning the support of the wiling masses for im-
perialist war and particularly for counter-revolu-
Ronary war against the Soviet Union, or, at least,
a a means of weikening the and-war swrugple
of the masses. The masses are poisoned daily
with chauvinist dope by mcans otJ specches and
Bewspaper articles writen by fascist leaders, who,
though they never cease o emphasise their
peacetul intentions, do so only in orcfcr to conceal
Hwir real intentdons from the masses, True, the
ses of the people are very much alruid at the
a of the coming war. "As a result of the
%ﬁcvclopmml of military technique, aviation, and
use of poison gases 1o destroy the enemy, the
out of the furure war will not be limited to the
gixeer theatre of war operations, but penetrate far
chind the rear of the tclligcrcm coulntries, devas-
tng towns and villages and causing an unpre-
stdented destrucdon of human lives and material
wealth,  This {JI‘OSPCC[ is too terrifying not to in-
tpire the people with horror.  The fascists them-
selves know this, of course, and so they cmk)hasisc
fhe face of their own “"peacclul intentions” But
ieir own  chauvinist propaganda reveals their
bellicose designs. We must not, nevertheless, close
P#ur gyes to the fact thar this propaganda is having
e effiect upon the masses, espeaially the young
oilerg. To-day the fascists are tr ing for ther
WWL ends to distort the meaning oty the treaty of
Utual assistance concluded between the Soviet

Union and France to consolidate the cause for

cace. The fascists are exciting chauvinist fecl-
ings, and urging on the toiling masses of the
people that this weaty is a military alliance
directed against Germany. But the fascists say
nothing about the fact that Germany has been
invited to0 join in this weaty.

On the other hand, it is perfectly obvious that
the pact between Hider and- Poland is clearly
directed against the USSR. To further the
realisation of its plans for a military drive against
the USSR, the gﬁder Government forbears even
to make mention of the important territorial
articles of the Versailles Treaty, according 1o
which Germany was sliced into two parts by the
Polish Corridor and deprived of Upper Silesia.
Even the queston of the struggle to get these o
parts of Germany back again is not raised as is
done in the case of Schlcswig-l'iolstcm, Memel
and Eupen-Malmedy, etc.

There is an extremely great danger thar the
oiling masses will be seized with chauvinist fer-
vour and get caught up in a wave of war psychosis
when war s provoked by the Hider Covernment.
In this respect it is worth while calling to muind
the July and August days of 1914. Then also
masses of the people had a panic-stricken horror
of war, In the. meetings of protest organiscd by
the Socialists in all countries against the danger
of war, millions of workers, peasants and artisans
from the towns took part. But when the thunder
of war rolled, a torrent of chauvinism washed
dway not only the fear of war, but also all pro-
tests and objections and even the entire Sccond
Internadonal. Millions of honest proleiarian class
highters were led astray by the treachery of the
Social-Democratic leaders and became victims of

- chauvinist intoxication.

Social chauvinism appeared as the continuation
of opportunism, which, like social chauvinism it-
sclf originates in class collaboration and pre-
supposes that the bourgeoisic and the proletariat
have common interests. Social-Democracy at that
tirne, on. the eve of war in 1914, did not conduct a
struggle against chauvinism and imperialist war.
It could not conduct such a struggle because it
rejected the class policy of the proletariat, and so
arrived at the policy of defence of the fatherland.
This policy enabled the bourgeoisie in a number
of capitalist countries to use the proletariat (o
defend the profits of the capitalists, to set the
workers against each other by compelling them to
destroy one another on the field of barttle.. The
cost of the war fell 1o the lot of the wiling. masses
of all the capitalist countries which took part in
the war, whi{)c the profits went into the pockets
of the capitalists alone. There is no com-
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munity of interests between the bourgeouisie and

the proletariat.  The workers will only defend
their fatherland when they have destroyed the
oppressors and exploiters in their home countries,
munity of interests between the bourgeoisie and
set up the dictatorship of the proletariat in place
of the rule of the bourgeoisie over the proletariat.
Only then will the country really become the
fatherland of the toiling masses. For the toiling
masses throughout the world, the Soviet Union
is the best and only example to follow. Only the
united efforts of the proletarians of all capitalist
countries ‘based on proletarian internationalism

can prevent war, and, if war begins, can convert:

it into civil war for the overthrow of their own
bourgeoisie in each country, and thus bring about
the victory of the proletariat. If the bour eoisie
should achieve victory in the war, it will onFy lead
to the further enslavement of the proletariat and
their greater exploitation can only lead to new
wars. This is the conclusion which is terribly
- obviously self-evident to the prolewariat from the
experience of the world war.

Chauvinist propaganda in  Germany has
assumed dimensions such as were never known
before the imperialist war of 1914-1918. By pre-
- paring a swong foundation for itself in case of
war, German imperialism is trying to mobilise big
ideological reserves among  the masses of the
people by means of ideological drilling so as to en-
sure the reulisadon of their war plans. This
ideological preparation for war is a warning of the
immediate -danger threatening peace. The posi-

tion to-day is such that war may break out sud- .

denly just as it did in August, 1914.

The task facing the Communists is to fight
might and main against the flood of chauvinism,
and to spread wide the banner of proletarian in-
ternationalism before the masses. This is no light
task. We must bear in mind the ditficulties con-
nected with its realisation.  The Saar plebiscite
has already shown us the sort of difficulty we are
up against. But there it was merely a question of
of voting, in connection with which we tried to
explain to the Saur population that in view of the
sicuation that had arisen as a result of the Hitler
dictatorship in Germany, it was the duty of the

wilers 1o vote against the Saar being foincd 1o
Hitler Germany, that the victory of itler would
mean a blow at the prolc[aria( and would bring in
its train increased oppression, terror and exploita-
tion, and even military provocation. The wend
of events since the Saar plebiscite have fully con-
firmed this forecast made by the Communists. But
at that time we did not succeed in convincing the
toiling masses and in preventing Hider's victory.

The question is considerably more serious in

connection with the menace of war. And it is not
only that we Commiunists will be branded and
persccuted as traitors to the fatherland for advoca-
ting the defcat of our own bourgeoisie,
not only that the whole govcmmcmal apparatus
of the fascist bourgeoisie will pérsecute us more
ferociously than ever before: the point is that
the wave of chauvinism will sweep the masses
along with it if we are not successful in swinming
against the tde and dragging the masses from
the grip of chauvinist fervour.

Proletarian internationalism demands not only
the proclamation of internatonal proletarian
solidarity — 1t was proclaimed in words by the
Second Internadonal before 1914—but demands
first and foremost that the struggle against the
bourgeoisie at home and their military prepara-
tions should be organised and conducted, that the
crisis of the bourgeoisie which rapidly ripens in
the period of war, should be used 1o overthrow
the domination of the bourgeoisie and that pro-
letarian revolution should be prepared for and
brought about. The betruyal of prolcmrian inter-
nationalism by the Second Internavonal consisted

in precisely the fact that it not only failed to set

this task, but did just the opposite; instead of
intensifying the class struggle it concluded civil
peace with the bourgeoisie so as to render possible
the realisation of their military designs and rapa-
clous plans of expansion.

Unlike the reformists, who, although they do
not deny the existence of classes and the class
struggle, sabotage this struggle and try to prevent
it, the fascists deny that society is divided intw
classes, and setr “class uniry” in the place of the
class struggle, and put torward the asseridon that
the proletariat and the bourgeoisie constitule one
aatonal whole to which the state corresponds. Of
course, this idealogy fully satisfies the interests of
the bourgeoisie and the plans of expansion of im-

erialisin, because it is only with the help of this
ideology that imperialism can use the toiling
masses as cannon fodder in the war which they
will carry on in their own interests.

Hence the conclusion inevitably follows that we
can carry on our snruggle against chauvinism
onlf' under the slogan of “Class against Class.” It
is, however, not enough to explain to the toiling
masses the existence of classes and class contradic
tions, and also the class nature of the Hitler dic
tatorship. We have to organise this struggle 0
“class against class.,” The measures puraucd by
the Hitler Government, at the dictates of finance
capital, create favourable conditions for the fulfil
ment of this task. The class character of the Hie-
ler dictatorship is clearly reflected in the fact that
the employer has been declared to be leader
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shie [actory, the unrestricted potentate dominating
gver “all those subordinate 1o him,” in the decision
wlich provides that the leadership of the “Labour
“Front” is enurely in the hunds of the employers,
B the fact that Schache is pursuing his anti-labour
policy. The organisation of the strugple of “class
aganst class” must consist in organising resistance
1 the employers in factories and workshops, in
the creation of the united front of the working
guss for the struggle against all measures adopted
by the Hiter Govermment, against reductions in
wnemployment benefits, against the abolidon of
social insurance, and in the struggle 1o restore the
free wade-unions.
o suiving 1o establish this united fron:, we
rus do our utmost to establish contact wirth the
“magses of workers, especially with  the  Social-
Democraue workers, by working in he fascist
. Wiass organisations, among the “Hider youth” and,
. ¢hietly 1n the factorics and workshops, and to
éaw these workers into our’ strugple.” We must
also include the allies of the proletariut—che toil-
ipg peasantry and middle strata in the towns—
46 this suuggle of “class against class,” and in the
- gud-fascist nadonal front. This can be achieved
. an the basis of a struggle for the duy-to-day in-
wgesis of these sections of the people against Hit-
ler fasclsro. Only a strugple on these lines can
. foubieract the chauvinist poison, can counteract
the praciice of scuting one people against another;
anly through chis struggle can we tight against
aperialist war and create the necessary pre-con-
digons for the overthrow of Hider fascism, for
be prevendon of war or for its conversion into
vil war against the bourgeoisie inside the
$BlnIry.

he wwiling masses will only be able to defend
beir fatherland in the way”that Lenin recom-
wended w the Russian workers in December,
14:
L -+ You cannot, in the twenticth century in Burope
el in far-castern Burope) ‘defend the fatherland® in
¥ ®ber way than by fighting by all revolutionary
Beass wgainst the monarchy, the landlosds and  the
$uiataliste of Your own fatherlund, ie., the worsT encnics
o fatherland.”  (Collected Works of Lenin, Vol
VI, p. 83, Russ. Ed.)
Pwo-und-a-half years of the Hiter dictatorship
V¢ done enough to show that fascism—the dic-
towship of finance capital—is the worst cnemy
95 per cent. of the écmnun people. We must
4 the toiling masses conscious of this lact
18 the best means of offering resistance to
vinism and imperialist war and of preventing
, class, the young workers, from falling
the bait of “narional unity,” from allowing
fWiclves W be used 1o suit the wilitary aims of
Y Bourgeolsie.  We must explain to the masses

Hider is not the saviour of the German

people but their’ worst oppressor,
the instructons of finance capital
miscry and unhappiness 1o
people.  Although Hitler may boast that he has
violated the Versailles Treaty as regards the res-
triction of Germany’s armec{ forces, although he
has  openly brought about Germany’s “equal
right” with othier countries to arm herself, this by
no means significs the “national liberation” of the

who acts upon
and brings only
the masses of the

masses of the German people. These measures g0

hand in hand with the most monstrous social
()l)prcssion of the masses by their own bourgeoisie,
Not satisfied with' this, German imperialism is
striving to oppress other I)coplcs, all - the cost in
connection with its “equal rights” 1o arms being
laid upon the shoulders of the toiling masses,
whose standard of living is falling and who have
t sacrifice their health and their lives to the blood-
thirsty monster of war,

German chauvinism direcred against the USS.R
is particulurly keen. For whole nionths and with
increasing force the campaign of lies and slander
has been conducted against the Sovier Union. The
desire to attack the Soviet Union is o enly ex-
pressed in the agitaton o extend ermany’s
*“territories in the East,” in the agitation which
has been going on for a long time by Rosenberg,
Hider's closest adviser. In his last specch, Hider,
hiding  behind the slogan of “localising war,”
openly advanced *the demand that he be given
freedom o undertake a counter-revolutionary,
anti-Sovict war.  Of course, German imperialism
is interested in the conquest of Soviet territories
chiefly as sources of raw materials and sclling
markets. But to no less extent another factor is
urging it 1o undertake war on the Soviet Union;
namely, the danger which menaces fascist domina-
non as a result of the victory of Socialism in the
USSR, of the universal growth of the welfare
of the twilers in the USSR, and the realisation
uf Soviet democracy.  German fascism is horror-
stricken at the influence which these victories are
having upon the toiling masses of Germany, is
horrified at the growing sympathy of the latcer for
the Soviet Unton, and the increasing desire 1o
follow the example of the Russian workers and
peasants. The German imperialists, like the rulers
of other capitalist. countries, understand the
danger threatening them - from this quarter,
cspecially in the realisation of their war plans.
The imperialists understand how colossal a force
is the Sovict Union with its Red Army and the
armed masses of its people, they understand liow
cuormously impormnt is their factor in stimulat-
ing the revolutonary upsurge of the masscs, who
may rise in revolt in order to put an end 1o war
by means of proletarian revolution.
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Hiter fascism is trying 1o justify its armaments
by poindang to the increase in  the de-
tensive power of the Soviet Union, to the
might ol the Red Army, fleet, and air force.

Fascism is trying to persuade the masses of the

p::(){)lc that the Soviet Union constitutes a menace
to their safety and that the only guarantec against
attack is to increase the armed forces of Gé:many
which will allegedly serve to defend the German
people. i

German fascism is purposely striving to gloss
over and hide from the masses the difference that
lies betweén the Red Army of the Soviet Union
and the brown Army of Hitler Germany.  The
introduction of conscription in Germany by Ger-
man imperialism and its Hider Government, the
tremeéndous armaments, the establishment of air
squadrons, the building of gigantic warships and
submarines, will consciously serve the ends of a
war of aggression, will serve to bring about the
realisation of Germany's plans of expansion. The

-German people are plunged into starvadon and

want; all expenditure oni social insurance huas been
reduced to a minimum; in the interests of war
economy, the peasants are compelled 1o accept
the most unfavourable conditions as regards the
sale of their agricultural produce; the middle

strata in the towns are being ruined as a result

of the policy of the Hiter Government. Burt at
the same rtime billions of marks are being
expended on armaments.  For the billions in-
vested in armaments must bring in profits!  And
this can happen only if there is war, only if
foreign rterritories are conquered.

The Red Army of the Soviet Union serves ex-
clusively to defend the Soviet frontiers. There is
no need to prove that the Soviet Union is under
the serlous menace of attack. The collaboration
between German and Japanese imperialism is for
the express purpose of attacking the USSR, If
the atuck has not yet been made, it is partly
beecause German imperialism has not yet finished
its preparatons for war, and chicfly because the
defensive power of the US.S.R. has grown so much
that it has now become an extremely risky under-
taking to undertake an attack upon its rerritory.
But umperialism is not guided by rational con-
siderations, and is not inclined to take account
of the interests of the masses ol the people; the
increase in the difficulties inside all the capitalist
countries is forcing the imperialists to look upon
war as the only way out. This is why the danger
of counter-revolutionary war against the USSR,
is. becoming greater and greater.

The entire foreign policy of the USSR, proves
its firm inienton of maintaining peace. t the
Disarmament Conference the Sovier-delegation in-

troduced a proposal for complete universal dis-
armament, and when this was rejected, for partial
disarmament. The U.S.S.R. has joined the Lcaguc
of Nations and concluded pacts of non-aggression
with several capitalist countries. All these facts
as well as the draft for an Eastern pacr and, ﬁnall);
the treaty of mutual assistance with France, are
concrete proof of the fact that the USSR, is
desirous of peace. All these are real facrs and not
the empty declarations of peace with which Hitler
unceasingly deafens the whole world, while his
deeds proved that fascist Germany is the chief in-
stigator of war. The treaty concluded between
the Soviet Union and France which guarantees
the frontiers of both countries, is not a military
treaty and constitutes no menace o the integrity
of German frontiers but safeguards it. For this
to be so, all that is required of the Hiter Covern-
ment is that it joins in the treaty. Bur it refuses
to do so, and it is precisely here that we can see
expressed the strivings of German imperialism
for war.

The defence of the Soviet Union by the inter-
national proletariat ‘is the supreme duty of pro-
letarian Internationalism.  The struggle against
the rampant propaganda of chauvinism in Ger-
many must be carried on first and foremost in the
consciousness of this duty. If the German Com-
munists are successful in t}orming a fighting united
front of the proletariat and an anti-fascist national
front in defence of the Soviet Union against the
poumcr-rcvolurionary military designs of German
imperialism, this will constitute the best defence
of the toilers of Germany. Only in this way can
war be prevented, only in this way can the Ger-
man people maintain peace. If the USS.R. were
to suffer defeat, it would lead to an indescribable
intensification of reaction, of the oppression and
exploitation of the toilers in all countries and to
the crushing of the revolutionary movement for
long years to come. The interests of the Soviet
Union are closely linked up, e¢ven coincide, with
the interests of “the roiling masses in capitalist
countries. In defending the Soviet Union they
are defending their own vital interests. The vic-
tory of the Red Armvy mecans the liberation of
the toilers from the chains of fascism slavery, from
capitalist exploitation, from the horrors of war

repared for them by the imperialist agpEressors.

he victory of the Red Army mcans at the same
time the establishment of Soviet Power and the
liberation of all peoples who are subjected 1o social
and national oppression.  This can’ be scen from
the example of the trem‘e‘ﬁdous successes and vic-
tories of the Red Army in China. The toiling
tasses in capitalist countries must fight, therefore,
for the victory of the Red Army, for the defeat
of their. own government, for the conversion o
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the class armies of the bourgcoisic into the class
gmy of the proletariat,

1 we want to maintain peace, we ust by means
of the revolutionary struggle of the proletariat put
an cnd to the chauvinist slander of the masses
of the people.  Friedrich Engels wrote in his time
shat when the masses are swept away by chauvinis-
ic seutiments, it is impossible to main-
win peace.  In his le_u;s:r. to Marx aboutr the
auvinism that was reigning among the masses
f the French people through the efforts of Louis
ponaparte Engels wrote: .

*so long as this chauvinism’ is not beaten, and beaten
iboroughly, peace between Germany and France will be
apossible.”

- These wards are also applicable o the policy of
the Hider government: so long as fascist chauvin-
issn is not thoroughly beaten, no peace is possible
in Furope. Burt this can only be done by over-
dwowing Hitler’s dictatorship and desuroying Ger-
wan imperialism through proletarian revolution.
In his Notes on the Question of the Tasks of the
Pelegation ta the Hague “Peace Conference,” in
22, Lenin put the following task before the
mmunist Partles:

FESHE Anglo-German Naval Agrecment 15 a
: fact of wenmendous political importance, and
ﬁfims to very important changes in the reladons
ctween the imperialist states. ” At the sume time
W implics by no mcans a mitgation, but on the
Wotrary, a growth of imperialist contradicdons,
ad will be a new stage in the sphere of the day-
W-day armaments race and the speeding up of the
ﬁcpuxaliou for new wars. An analysis of the
tactors which have eliciied this agreement, of the
Worives which gave rise to ir, both from the side
¥ Cenman imperialism as well as of British im-
Pesialisim, iy ot) first rate importance if we are to
frecily forecast and elucidate the perspectives
the "international political situarion .For the

U period,
As far as Ccrmany is concerned, the naval
geement with Great Britain is 10 be a new

- Rsure calculated to facilitate the further re-
f1g of German fascism and the preparation of

M primarily in the East, ie, against the Soviet
"U“}Gn, The entire development of the foreign
4y of fascist Germany and the furious speed
Ms yrmament are unequivocal testimony to this,
Anany began to rearm iwself in violation of the

‘placed the conscription prohibited by

“We suust tell the masses the real facts about the pro-
lound secrecy in which the governments make their
plans fur war, and Low impotent are the ordinary fabour
vrganisations, cven those that call themselves revolution-
ary, in the face of impending war,

"It is cssential again and again, and as concretely as
possible, to expliin to the masses what the situation wirs
at the time of the last war, and why that situation wis
inevitable.”

“It is ganicularly Decessary to explain to the masses
the significance of the fact that the question of ‘national
defence’ is becoming an inevitable uestion, which the
chormous majority of the toilers will inevitably decide in
favour of thelr own bourgeoisie.” (Reprinced in Attitude
of the Proletarial to War) (Collecicd Works of Lenin,
Vol. XXVIL, p- 372, Russ. Ed.)

Hider fascism raises the question of “defence
of the fatherland” in a chauvinise way. All the
greater, then, is our duty to fight to the urmost
against chauvinism, guided by the slogans which
Comrade Thachmann put forward for this struggle:

“We must hold high the bunner of intersationalivm of
our Party ... Apainst chauvinist slander we set our own
slogans of struggle against world imperialisim, our demand
that 0ot a single nation should be subjected to oppres-
sion. We are the only Party in the world, the only
Party capable of solving all the fundamental questions
of Cerman and international politics without conquests,
without enslaving other nations, and without menacing
them.” .

THE ANGLO-GERMAN NAVAL AGREEMENT AND
THE GROWTH OF THE WAR DANGER

By L. L

conditions ol the Versailles Peace Treaty more
than three years ago, and has conststendy  fol-
lowed this path through three main stages. Wherce-
as prior to the advent of Hiter 1o power, the
violation of Part 5 of the Versailles Peace Treaty
was undertaken in a masked form, sccretly, and
on a comparatively limited scale, after the estalb-
lishment of the fascist dictatorship, however, it
assumced such a scope that ‘it clearly became a
dircct and the main threat European  and
general rcncc. During the course of the first
year of Hiter in power, the preparations for the
establishment of the future mass army was institu-
ted chiefly with the aid of “substitutes” which re-
the Ver-
sailles Treaty.  These were the Storm and Defence
Detachments of German fascism, which served as
an addition to the regular professional army, the
Reichswehr, and as a weapon of political . terror
against the working class at the sames_ time.
Parallel with this the - preparation of German in-
dustry for the mass production of various up-to-
date armaments, prohibited by the Versailles
Treaty, 100k place. These include war planes,
tanks, heavy artillery, and means for carrving on
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