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. Theses of the Executive Committee of the Commu—
pist International on the Role of the Communist
Party in the Workers’ Revolution.

- - The first -year of work of the Communist
International was occupied ‘chiefly in the pro-

- pagation of Communist ideas. At present, just
_. before:the Second Congress, the Internationa; is
-~ entering upon a new phase. A period of organ-

.. isation and construction les before us. Until

. -Row in different countries there have been only
" vague tendencies and ideas about Communism
among the working people.. But at present, in
almost ali the countrics where there is a se-
rious workers' movement, one may now percsive
not only tendencies and influences, but Commun-
ist organizations and parties. This circum-
stance should persuade the Second Congress
. -of the Communist International to - take.a per-
fectly clear and precise position on the question
concerning the part to be played by the Commun-
ist Party ébefore and after the moment when
‘the power passes into the hands of the working
class. Among some of the adherents of Commun-
ism (the “Left* party in Germany, the I. W. W.
% , . *
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in  America, - several’ groups of revolutionary

syndicalists and anarchists) there exists a certain
tendency to undervalue the work of the Commun-
ist Party, as such, and even a direct denial
of‘the necessity of any Communist Party at all.
This should serve as an additional motive for
the* Second Congress to answer the above ques- . -
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2 .:-‘:::Theﬂ.Communist‘ Party ‘forms “part :of the

"»Wo'rking- class; namely, its most - advanced,

most intelligent and therefore most revolutionary
part.- The Communist ‘Party “is created by

B selecting .the - best,. most intelligent, most. self-

sacrificing and most- farseeing -workers. = The
Communist -Party ‘has no other “interests but -
those of the working class. .. It differs from the
general mass of the workers in that it takes a
general view of the - whole historical march of
the working class, and at al]l the turns of the
road it endeavours to defend the interests, not
of separate groups or professions, but those ‘of
the - working class as a whole. The Commun-
ist Party is the ordganized political lever by

means of which the more advanced part of the
working class directs "the whole mass of work-
€s in the right direction. o
2. 'As ‘long as the governing power is not
in: the hands of the workers, as long as the
proletariat has .not consolidated [its rule once:



for all and guar. (
a return of the capitalist rder,
'Communist_Party’@ i rule aVe:;,onIyla.minor-

" time. when. the;;powér_f_,\éill -be .inits. grasp, :and

during the -period:of transition, the Communist
" . Party . may - under, ;‘_favourable%conditions_,; enjoy
“-an_ undisputed political influence over.the. work-

e ing masses and the semi-proletarian class of

the population; but it will not be able to.organ-
- ize . and .enroll them in its. ranks. ~:Only. when
the dictatorship of the workers has _deprived .the

- bourgeois‘-elements__;of"-fsu_ch_;powerful weapons

" as the:press, the schools, ;. parliament, , church,
the governing apparatus;. etc,, -only: when the
final defeat of the capitalist order will, become
an evident fact — only after that wil] al] or almost
all the workers enter the ranks. of the -Com-
munist Party. .. .. T

3. A sharp distinction must be made between
the conception of* “party“. and . “class“.. The
members of the “Christian® . and . the Libera]
trade ‘unions - of -Germany, England and other
- countries are undoubtedly part of the working
. Class. More or less considerable .Circles of
working people, followers of Scheidemann; Gom-
pers & Co., are also part of the working class.
Owing to gertain historical conditions, the work-
ing class has humerous - reactionary. groups
and strata. The. tfask of Communism: is not
to adapt itself to such retrograde specimens of

king classes’ from
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the working class, ‘but to raise the whole of it
to the. Jevel of the Communist advance guard.
‘The confounding of these two' conceptions can
only lead to the greatest mistakes and confusion.
Thus, for instance, it is clear that notwithstand-
ing the frame of mind or prejudices of a cer-
tain part. of ‘the working masses during the
imperialistic war, the workers’ party was forced
to act against such prejudices in defendino the
interests of the workers, which demanded from
the workers’ party a declaration of war against war,

Thus in the beginning ‘of the Imperialistic
war of 1914, the social-traitor parties of all
- countries,. :while upholding the capitalists of

. their »OWn*  countries, unanimously declared

that ~such was the will of the people. They
forgot at the same time that even if this were
so, the duty of .the workers’: party would have
been to go against such a frame of mind of the
- Tacjority. of the - workers, and to defend .the
interests of the workers at whatever cost. At the
- very beginning: of the XXth century the Rus- -
sian Mensheviks (minimalists) of the time (the
so-called “economists*), denied the possibility
of an open political struggle against Tsarism,
on the  ground that the working class in general
was not capable of understanding the meaning
of a political struggle. : S
‘4. The Communist International is firmly
convinced that the collapse of the old “Social
Democratic* parties of the Second International
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cannot be represented as. the - collapse. of the
‘proletarian. party organisations in general. The
period of the open . struggle for the dictatorship
of the workers has created a new party—the
Communists. ..o~ ooos 00 L

5. .The Communist International emphatically
rejects the opinion that the workers could carry
out a revolution without having an independent
political party of their own. All class struggles
are ‘political ones. The object of such a struggle.
which inevitably turns into a civil war, is the
-obtaining of political power.. However, such a
power - cannot be acquired, organised and
directed otherwise than by means of some
political party.. Only in case the workers have
for their leader an organized and experienced
party, with strictly defined objects, and a prac-
‘tically- drawn up program of immediate action,
both in internal and foreign policy—then only
‘will the acquisition of political power cease to
be a casual episcde, but it will serve as stari-
ing point for a lasting Communist organisation
 of the workers. . I

The same class struggle demands that ihe
general guidance of the various forms of the
workers’ movement be united in one central
organisation. (Labour unions, cooperative asso-
ciations,s cultural-educational work, elections,
etc.). Only a political party can be such a
unifying and guiding centre. To refuse to
create and strengthen such .a party and

e e A A et e s cim e o
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submit to its dictates, would mean to " aban-
don the idea of unity in the 'guidance of the
separate proletarian groups operating on the dif-
ferent  arends of the fight: Lastly, the ciass
struggle of the proletariat demands a concen-
trated propaganda, throwing light on the va-

. rious stages of the fight from the same point
g g P

of view, and directing the attention of the pro-

letarjat . at each given moment to the definite

tasks to be accomplished by the whole class.
This - cannot be done without the help .of a
centralised political - apparatus, i. e., without
a political party. Therefore the doctrine of the
revolutionary syndicalists, and the partisans of the
Industrial Workers of the World (I. W. W.),

- against the necessity of an independent- Work-

ers’ Party, as a matter of fact has only served
and - continues to serve the interests of the
bourgeoisie and the counter-revolutionary ,,So-
cinl Democrats™. In their ' propaganda against
the Communist Party, which the syndicalists
and . industrialists desire to replace by the labour
unions alone, or by shapeless indelinite , gen-

- eral” workers’ unions, they approach the op—A

portunists. After the defeat of the revolution in
1905, during .the ceurse of several years the
Russian Mensheviks proclaimed the necessity
of a so-called Labour Congress, which was to
replace the revolutionary party of the working
class: all kinds of “Labourists” of England and
America, while consciously carrying on a bour-
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geois policy, are.propagating among the work-
ers the idea of creating -indefinite ‘shapeless
“workers’ unions instead - of a: political party.
The revolutionary Syndicalists and Industrialists
desire to fight against the dictatorship of the
bourgeoisie, but they do not know how to do it.
They do not see that the working class without
an independent political party is ‘like a body
without a head. B ‘ :

“ Revolutionary Syndicalism "and Industrialism
are a step forward only in comparison with
the old, musty counter-revolutionary ideology of
the Second. International. But in comparisen
with the revclutionary” Marxian doctrine, i. e., -
with - Communism, they are a step backwards
The declaration of the “Left Communists of
‘Germany (in the program - declaration of their
Constituent “Congress in April) to. the effect
that they are forming a party but not one in
the ‘fraditional sense of the word (“Keine Partei
im Uberlieferten Sinne*)—is a capitulation be-
fore the views of Syndicalism and Industirialism,
“which are reactionary ones.

6. The Communists fully approve of the
formation of the most widely various workers’
organisations, not belonging to any particular
political party. They consider - it their most
importand task to carry on the work of organ-
isation and instruction within ' such organisa-
tions. But-in order that their efforts should
bring forth the desired  results, and that such

£
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organisations should not become the prey of
opponents .of the revolutionary - proletariat, the
most .advanced Communist workers . shouid
always - have - their . own independent closely
united Communist . Party, working in .an
organised :manner, and standing up for the
general . interests . of - Communism at each turn
'-ofﬁvmts and. 1.1nder eve*y form- of the move-

) 'ment TR i
SRV The Commumsts have no- fear of the iarg—

'est workers’. organisations which belong to no
party, even “when.they are of a decidedly reac-
tionary nature (yellow unions, Christian Asso-
ciations; etc:). . The’ Communist Party carries
on-its work inside such-organjisations, and untir-
ingly instructs the -workers, and proves to them
that the .idea of no .political party as a prin-
~.ciple. ‘is .consciously. cultivated . among the work-

" .ers.by the bourgeoisie and its ‘adherents, with

the : object “of keeping: the proletariat: from -an
creanised struggle for Socialism. - o

8. Th° old clasblcal dl sxon of the abour
and cooperatxves). has ev1dent1y served its
time.. The proletarian revolution in. Russia has
brought forward the fundamental form of the
-workers’ dictatorship—the Soviets. But the party
of the proletariat, that is to say, the Communist
Party, must-constantly and systematically direct
‘the work of the Soviets as well as. of the revo-

lutionised industrial unions.
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- "Those who propose to the :Communist Party
to “conform® to the -Soviets, those who per-
ceive in 'such- “conformation* a- strengthening
of the “proletarian - nature* of the . Party; are
rendering a bad service both- to.-the Party and
to ‘the Soviets, and do not understand the
importance -of the Party, nor that of the Soviets,
The stronger:the Communist - Party . in reach
country,. the sooner - will “the Soviet idea tri-
umpl., Many ,independent® and. even Lright®
Socialists profess:to believe in the Soviet idea.
But we can prevent such elements from distort-
ing this idea, only if there exists a strong
Communist Party capable. of determining the
policy of the Soviets and making them follow it

9. The- Communist Party is. necessary to the
working class not -only before it.has acquired
power, not only while it is acquiring such power,
but also after the power has passed into the
hands of the working class.  The history of ths
Russian Communist Party, for three years at ‘he
head of such a vast country, shows that the
role of the party alfter the acquisition of power
by the working class has not only not dimin-
.ished, but on the contrary, has greatly increased.

10. On the morrow of the acquisition of power
by the proletariat, its party still remained, as
formerly, @ part of "the working class. But it was
just that part of the class which organised
the victory. During twenty years .in- Russia
thirteen years in Germany—the -Communist

e e AP e v 1 ATy Y o 0 o+ (¢
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Party, in its struggle not only ‘against .the
bourgeoisie, but also against those Socialists
‘who are the. transmitters . of bourgeois ideas
among .the proletariat, .has enrolled in its
ranks the staunchest, most- farseeing and most
-advanced ighters. of the working class. Only
by having . such . a: closely united - organisation
of .the . best part.'of the working class was
its. possible - for  the ' party..to. overcome all
‘the: difficulties which .arose before .the. prol-
-etarian- dictatorship in the -days following the
“victory. The organisation of a new: proletarian
Red Army, the practical abolition of the bour-

.. -geois governing apparatus, and the building in its

place of the framework of a new proletarian state
- apparatus, the. struggle against the narrow craft
tendencies+of certain separate groups of work-
ers, the struggle against local and provincial
“patriotism*“, clearing the way for the creation
- -of 2 new labour discipline—in all these under-
. takings the final decisive word was said by the
‘Communist Party,  whose members are a living
example for the majority of the workers of the
they should go. . - Ce S
..11. The necessity of a poiitical party for the
proletariat can cease only witha complete sup-
pression of classes. On the way tfo this final
. victory of Communism it is possible that the

Telative importance of the thres fundamental pro-
- letarian - organisations of modern times (party,
soviets and industrial unions), shall undergo

way
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some changes, and that gradually "a single type:
of workers’ organisation will be formed. The
Communist Party, however, will become ab-
sorbed in the working class only when Com-.
munism ceases to be the object of struggle, and
the whole working class shal] be Communists.
- 12. The Second Congress of the Communist
International. must not only .serve to affirm.
the historical mission of the Communist Party-
in geheral, but it must indicate to the interpa-.
tional . proletariat, in rough draft, what kind of 2
Communist Party is needed. .. e

-13. The Communist “International assumes.
that especially during the period of the dictatorship
of the “proletariat,’ the Communist Party should
be organised on the basis of a severe proletarian
centralism. In order to direct the working class
successfully during the long, stubborn civil war,
the Communist Party must establish the strict-
est military discipline within its own ranks. The
experience of the Russian Communist Party in

its successful leadership of the. civil war of the

working class ~during “three years, has proved
that the victory of the workers:is impossible
without a severe discipline, a perfected central-
isation and the fullest confidence of all the

organisations of ‘the party in the leading organ.

of the pasty. o

14. The Communist Party should be based
on the principle of democratic centralisation.
The. chief principle of the latter is the elective:

i
v
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" nature of the-lowest unit, the absolute authority

of all the decisions of a.higher unitupon the
one immediately beneath,' and-a strong party
central organ, whose decrees are binding.upon

7 all the: leaders. of party lhe between party con-

yentions.. 0
.15, In. view. of the state of sie ge mtroduced

»by_ the,,bourgeomle against the Communists, a

whole series of Communist Partles: in Europe

-and  America, -are compelled to .exist illegally.

It _must be remembered that under such con-
ditions .it may .become necessary :sometimes
femporarily to- deviate from the strict observ-
ance of the elective principle, and to delegate
to .the leading party. organisations the right of

.. cooptation, as-was -done..in: Russia .at -one
_ time.. Under -the state, of siege the Communist

Party cannot have recourse to a democratic

referendum among all the; members,of the

Party (as .was proposed. by part of the Amer-
ican :Communists) but ‘on the contrary . it
should - empower its leading central organ -to
make important decisions in emergencies. on
behalf of all the members of the party..-

.16, - The .doctrine of a wide “autonomy*
for- the - separate. local organisations of ‘the
party at the present moment only weakens
the ranks of the Communist Party, undermines
its .working capacity and aids the development
of petty- bourgems anarchistic, centrifugal ten-
dencies. SRS ST o
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~»17..In ‘countries ‘where .the power.is in  the
hands of the bourgeoisie or.the counter-revolu- .
tionary Social Democrats,: the. Communist. Party
must learn to unite systematically the.legal with
the illegal work; .but:all<legal’ work ..must.. be
- carried on under. the practical control -of the

~illegal . party.. - The- parliamentary ... groups - - of
Communists,. both- in the: central as well- as
in the .local' government institutions, .must be
fully” and. absolutely subject. to the Communist
Party in general, irrespective. of whether the
party .on the whole:be .a' legal .or an illegal
~ organisation  at: the time.: .. Any - delegate
-who in one:form or;another ‘does not submit
absolutely to the party.: shall: be expelled.from

- . the ranks of Communism. - ‘

~~.. The legal - press . (newspapers, . publications)

must be .unconditionally and. fully subject to the
party in-general and.to its. Central Committee.
No concessions are admissible in this respect.

+18. The fundamental principle.of all organis-
ation work - of the Communist Party and indi-
vidual Communists must be the creation of 2
Communist nucleus everywhere they - find
proletarians -and semi- proletarians — although
even in small numbers. In every Soviet of Workers’
- Deputies, in every labour union, every cooperative
institution, workshop, house committee, in every
government institution, everywhere, even though
there may. be:only three people . sympathising
with Communism, a Communist nucleus must



be. immediately orgdnised. It is only the power
of ‘organisation of the Communists that.enables

the advance guard of the working class to be the

. .leader-of the whole class. Communist nucleii

- working -in organisations adhering. to no political

~._.party must be subject to the party organisations in

. general, whether the party itself. is working

. legally or-illegally at the given moment.:Com-

munist- nucleii of all ‘kinds .must be subordinate

" one to- another 1n a stnctly h1 rarch1cal order and
system :

19. The Commumst Party almost always

L begxns its -work as a:party of theory among

the industrial workers' residing for the most part

" in- cities. .~ For the: easier and. more rapid

victory of the working class it:is necessary that
the party should also work in..the: country, in

... the villages. The Communist Party must carry
- ‘out'ite propaganda and organisation work among
" the agricultural labourers and the poorer farmers.
‘It must especially endeavour to organjse Com-
" munist :nucleii 'in “the rural. districts.

S -4‘3:".. . L * '* s

. The ihtern‘a;cionalnz'organisation- of the prole-
‘tariat will be strong only if in all the countries

where the Communists are living and working -
these conditions of party organisation and activity

are accepted. The Communist Intérnational in-
" vitesto its Congressall labour unions which recog-
“nise . the principles of the Third International
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and are ready to break with theyellow Interna-
tional. The Communist International intends
to organise an international section composed
of the red labour unions-which recognise the
principles- of -Communism...-The Communist
International will not refuse to cooperate | with
purely nonpolitical workers’ organisations desirous:
of carrying. on' a'serious revolutionary :struggle’
against the bourgeoisie... But. at the same time: -
the: Communist International. will never: cease
1o repeat to the workers of all the' world;.

'-1." The - Communist International is the chief
‘a*_nd essential instrument for the' liberation of
the working-class. In each country there must
now be not only Communist groups, or tenden—‘
cxes but—a Communist Party.

i 2 In- every country there must be ony one’
Communist Party. .. 0 =it

- 3. The Communist: Party must be foundedf
on the principle of the:strictest centralisation,
and: during the period of civil. war it.must
introduce military “discipline in its:ranks.

* 4. In" every..place where there are a dozen
proletarians or semi-proletarians, the Communist
Party must have an organised nucleus. -

5. In each nonpolitical organisation there must-
be a Communist nucleus strlctly subordmate to
the Party gn general. - :

- 6 While firmly and fa1thfu11y supportmg the:
program and revolutionary tactics of Commun-
ism, the Communist Party - must always be

. 2

<
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closely united with the most widely spreading-
workers’ organisations and beware of sectarianism:
as much as of lack of principle. Sl
- The work in the Soviets-as well as in the
. revolutionary industrial unions must invariably
and systematically. be guided by the. party of.
the proletariat, i.:e., the Communist Party. The .

A

organisci.. advance guard. of the working class,
-+ the,.Communist Party; serves in.the same degree

£

the .interests, ofithe economit,,political and in-
. dustrial struggle.of the working class as a whole,
"“The -Communist. Party .must be the soul of all -

industrial unions and Soviets of Workers’ Depu-

ties, and all other. forms of workers’ organ-

dsations. oo g L T
-The formation. of - the: Soviets .as the  chief -

+ historically-created . form : of proletarian dictator-.

. -ship, dees. not 'diminish in ‘the least the leading.

réle of the: Communist Party in the proletarian

- revolution. When the German “Left* Communists
(see the address of their party to.the “German
Proietariat, April 14th, 1920, signed “Commun-
Ist Labour Party .of Germany*“) declared.that “the
Communist Party. must also adapt .. itself more.
and more to. the idea of Soviets. and acquire’
a proletarian = aspect” (“Wird gefordert, dass

" .auch die Partei- sich immer mehr dem Rite-

- gedanken anpasst und proletarischen Charakter
annimmt® — Kommunistische Arbeiterzeitung,
e 54)—this is only .an obscure expression of

h f' ~the idea that the Communist Party must become
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disselved in the Sovzets and that the latter may
be the substitute for the party.

Such an idea is deeply erronéous and reac-

tionary.
In the history . of the Russian revolution we

~ have seen a whole period of time, during which
the Soviets' went against thé workers’ party-and

supported the policy of-the:agents of the bour-
geoisie. The same is to be noticed in Germany,
. and. lnay be the case .in -other countries also.
© On the contrary, in order that the Soviets may
accomplish their historic mission, the existence
of a powerful Communist Party is ‘absolutely
necessary, so that it should be able not to, adapt
itself* simply to the Soviets,.but to exercise an
influence on their policy in-a decisive manner,

~ to compel them to refuse to “conform* to - the:
_ bourge01s1e and Wh1te Guard Soc1a1 Democrats-_

A e e o eyt
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"'The Labour Movemﬁnt Shup Commlttees and tha, '
* } -Thxrd lnternatvonal : ot

; 1 The Iabour umons created by the workmg_‘
class -during the. period. of. the peaceful’
'development of. capltahsm . were  organiza-

“tions.. of. the . workers for the. struggle for the.
"'mt:teasel of. the prlce of labour at, the labour

- ‘market, -and, the 1mprovement of labour condi- ..
. tions. The. revolutlonary Marx1sts endeavoured.
by their influence to unite them with the polit-
jcal party of the proletarjat, the Social Demo-
cracy, for a joint struggle for Socialism. For

. the same reasons that the international Social

Democracy, with a few exceptions, proved to
be not an instrument of the revolutionary strug-
gle of the proletariat for the overthrow of capi-
talism, but an - organisation which held back the
proletariat from revolution in the interests of
the bourgeoisie, the labour unions proved to be
in most cases, during the war, a part of the
- military  apparatus of the bourgeoisie, helping
the latter to pump out of the working
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class -as ‘thuch sweat as ‘possible in order
‘that ‘the more abundantly 'right ‘the ‘blood
- ‘of ‘the proletariat flow in ‘the interésts of capi-
‘talist profits. Containing chiefly ‘the ‘skilled
‘workmen, the better -paid, limitéd by ‘their pro-
fessional narrowniindedness, fettéred By'a bureau-
‘cratic  apparatus,” which -‘had “removed itself
‘from the masses; ‘demoralised by théir ‘opportun-
ist Jeaders, - the  labour -inions ‘betrayed nét
only ‘the ‘calise of the -Social Reévolution, but
‘even ‘also ‘the struggle for the improvement of
~‘the conditions of life ‘of 'the workmen organized
by ‘them. They set aside the ‘point 6f view of

- “'the industrial ‘struggle agairist the ‘employers,

and ‘replaced it by ‘the progrém of ‘an ‘amicable
arrangement with the capitalists, ‘at any ‘cost
whatever. This policy was “carried on not only
by the “independent uniofis 6f Efigland and
America, not only by ‘the would-be “Socialist*
free industrial unichs in Gérmany and Austria,
but by the Syndicalist“Unions in France as well.
~ 2. The "economic conséquerices of the war,
the complete disorganisation ‘of world ‘economy,
the insane ‘prices, the unlimited ‘application of
- -‘the labotr of women and children, the aggra-
vation of the dwelling conditions, “all ‘these ‘dre
forcing the large masses of the proletariat into
the strudale against capitalism. This struggle
is’ revolutionary warfare, by its proportions
and the character that it is ‘assuming‘tore and
more every day; a Wwarfare destroying ‘objec—
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tively the bases of -the .capitalist order. The
rincrease of 'wages, - obtained one day by the
economic struggle of one or other category of
-workets, .is the next day nullified by the high

* prices, which . must countinue to rise, because

. ©. ‘the capitalist- class -of the victorious countries,
" irujning by s their policy - of exploitation Central
' and Eastern. Europe, is not only not in a posi-

Jion to organize world economy, but is indefat-

* “jgably disorganising it. For the success of their

economic struggle, the larger masses of workers
.who up to this time have stood apart from the
“labour unions, are now -flowing into their ranks

_ in a powerful stream. In all capitalist countries

-a tremendous  development of the labour unions

"is o be noticed, .which: now become organisa-
- “tions, of the chief masses of the proletariat, not

-only of its-advanced parts. Flowing. into the

-labour unions, these masses strive to make

thera their weapons. of battle. They compel
the labour unions to lead strikes, which flow
in a broad wave, over the entire capitalist world,

’ fconstantly intetrupting the process of capitalist
“production and = exchange. . Increasing = their.

demands in proportion to the rising prices and -

- “their own exhaustion, the working masses un-
“~dermine the bases of all capitalist calculations—
" that elementary premise of every well-organised

-economic management. The labour unions,

: _-which_during the war had been organs of com-
“pulsion over the working masses, become in

R
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this way :organs.:for ‘the annihilation of capi-
talism. e e a0 e

- 3..The old~labour bureaucracy.and the old
~forms. of organization of “the-labour unions are
inevery .way impeding such a change in.the
nature .of the labour . unions.. The. old labour
bureaucracy - is »even - now “endeavouring .to
- replace the strike methods, which are ever more
and. more acquiring the -character of revolution-
ary ‘warfare between - the bourgecisie and the
proletariat, by the policy of arrangements with
_‘the capitalists, the policy of long term contracts,
which have lost all sense simply in view of the
sconstant :insane rise, of. prices, . At. the most .
. <tense moments of the struggle the labour bureau-
--ctacy sows .irouble - and confusion  among the
'struggling -masses of. the ; workers, impeding
‘the fusion of .the struggle of various categories
©of workmen - into one general :class. struggle.
In these attempts it is helped by the old organ-
ization of the labour unions according to
crafts, which breaks .up the workmen of one
branch of production into- separate professional
‘groups, notwithstanding theéir. being bound to-
gether by the process of capitalist exploitation.
~This old system of organization rests . on -the
force of tradition of the ideology of the old
*labour arjstocracy, which is now constantly being
.weakened by the process of suppression of the
~privilege of separate groups "of the proletariat
through the general decay of capitalism. In
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this way the. professional bureaucracy breaks
- up the powerful stream of the labour movement
~into weak streamlets, substitutes partial reformist

demands for .the .general revolutionary purposes .

_.of the movement, and on the. whole delays. the.
..~ transformation of the struggle of the proletariat
. into a revolutionary ,struggle for the .annihilation

44, Bearing in.mind the rush of the enormous

' . working. masses into. the:-labour unions, and
- also the. objective -revolutionary character of

the economic struggle. which these masses are

' -carrying on-in spite of the labour bureaucracy,
+.. sthe; Communists must join .such unions in all
. - -countries, in: order to make of them conscious.
' corgans :of the struggle. for. the. suppression of

~:capitalism and for Communism. Every voluntary

swithdrawal -from-the industrial movement, every
- artifical attempt to organise.. special unions,
-without being compelled thereto by exceptional
" .acts - of-~violence ‘on the part of the labour
. :bureaucracy, such. as expulsion of separate revo- -
- {lutionary local branches of the uniohs bv the

-OpPOItanist (Oliicials, represents a great danger
1o the  Communist- movement. It threatens - to

fear away the most advanced, the most .con-

- :scious workers from the masses, already on their
:way towards Communism; it threatens to hand

-over these - masses to the opportunist leaders, '

. playing .into _the hands of the bourgeoisie.. . .
. -The lukewarmness of the working masses, their
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fdeological “indecision, their tendency to yield to
the -arguments of opportunist -leaders, can ‘be
overcome ‘only-- during ‘the .process of .the ever-
growing. . struggle, by "~ degrees, as .the ‘wider
masses “of the proletariat learn to . understand,
by experience, by their victories and defeats,
thatobjectively it is already impossible o obtain
human conditions of life on the :basis of capi--
talist methods of management; " and by degrees
as -the advanced ~Communist workmen learn
through’ their economic. struggle ‘tobe not only
‘preachers of the ideas.of Communism, but zlso
.‘the ‘most ‘determined .leaders of “the -economic
- struggle 'of --the " labour - unions—only in this
. ‘way will " it' be “possible to remove from  the
“ -unions their - opportunist leaders, only in this
‘way will the Communists- be able to take the
lead " of the“labour movement and make of it
. an organ of the revolutionary struggle for Com-
‘munism. “Only in this way can they prevent
-~the division of “the Jabour -uniens, -and replace:
“them by industrial unions——rtemove. the. old
~ bureaucracy and: replace it by the apparatus of
factory-representatives; - leaving “only the  ‘most
necessary functions to “the center.

5. Placing the object and the essence of
“labour organizations above their form, the Com-
munists eught not to hesitate before a split in
such organizations, if a refusal ‘to split - would.
mean .-abandoning revolutionary work in the.
“labour unions, and giving up the attempt- to.
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.make of them. an - instrument. of:. revolutionary
“struggle. .But .even .if such a spht should . be
"necessary, it must. ‘be.carried into effect only at
a time when the, Comrnunists have succeeded by

- their _incessant warfare, against the opportunist

leaders and their tactics, by their mostactive partici-
_pation .in the _economic struggle, in- persuading -

- the. wider., masses of: workmen. that-the split is
* “otcurring :not: because of :the ; :far-away, and. as
tyets mcompxehensmle -aims - of--the . Revolutlon
"~ -but on:account of the. ‘concrete. 1mmed1ate inter-
“.ests of the working .class in the -development
-of its economic., struggle. The tactics .of .the
Communists, .in-case a.necessity for split arises,
"jefmust.be a, continuous most- attentive . study of

~the surrounding- conditions, and of-the. ques- '

~tion -whether :such- a.. split m1ght not-: lead to
*the isolation..of the Commumsts from the labour

~masses. . -

A Where 2 spht between the opportumsts
and the - revolutionary labour movement has
already taken place before, where, as in Amer-

“~ica, alongside of the opportumst labour unions,

-there are unions with revolutionary tendencies—

... although not Communist. ones—there the Com-
.- ~“munists. are bound to support such revolutionary
- Jabour. unions, to persuade them to abandon
- Syndicalist prejudices, and to side with the
- ;Communist Party, which alone is able_to serve
Ceas an - trustworthy compass in, the comphcated

._quesnon of the economic struggl But - the
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;support of - the revolutlonary labour : unions
..~:should . not-. mean .for -the Communists ~the
leaving- of the opportunist. labour -unions, which
are in a state of ferment and passing over
to the class struggle. On the - contrary, by
approaching this'. evolution of the unions on
- .their- way to a revolutionary struggle; the Com-
‘munists will  be- able to play..the part.of an

_<element:uniting the. politically --and : industrially

-organized workmen. in their Jomt struggle for
the suppression of capxtahsm Y

.--The ., economic - struggle .- cof . the proletanat
'becomes__a political one during ‘an:epoch of the
- decline of capitalism much quicker- than during
an epoch of its peaceful development. Every
" ‘serious economic- collision -may end in an open
revolutionary engagement, in which the workers
will be placed face to face with the question of
““Revolution. Therefore, it is the duty of the Com-
‘munists in all the phases of the economic
struggle, to point out to the workers that the
success of the.struggle is only possible if the
working class conquers ..the . capitalists in open
fight and by means of dictatorship proceeds to
the organisation of a Socialist order. Consequent-
1y, the Communists must .strive to create as
* far as possible complete unity between the labour

wunions and the Communist Party, and to subor-

- dinate the unions to the practical leadership of

the Party, as. the. vanguard of the workers’

revolution. For. this purpose the Communists
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“ought to have Communist factions in all the
Jabour unions, -and acquire by their means an

. " iffluence over the’labour movement and direct it.

1.The’ economic “struggle of the proletariat

< .-Aor ‘the increase of wages and the improvement
.- " ~iof theiconditions of: life of- the masses, is devel-
= 6pinig ‘trore ‘and ‘more:into-a blind “alley. The
- “economic crisis, embracing’ one. country.after

~another in ever-increasing proportions, is showing
to even unenlightened workmen that. it is not
‘eriough ‘to demand an increase of wages-and -a.

. “_Ashortemng of the work-houfts, that -the <capital-
- st class s lesscapabie -every ‘day -of ‘reestab~
- flishing the normal conditions “of ‘public economy,

—and-‘of  guaranteeing -to "the workers "t least
those conditions of -life -which it gave them
-before the world war. Out of this growing con-
wiction - of -the working masses are born the
“efforts to create . organizations which would be:
-able -to-‘commence -a struggle for the salvation
‘of ‘the situation ‘by means .of workers’ ‘control
‘over ‘production, by means of shop committees.
This aspiration to “create - shop ‘committees,
which is more and 'more taking -possession of
the workmen of difféerent. countries, must be
- supported most energehcally by the Communist
‘Parties. Therefore, ‘it is a mistake to form the
.shop "committees ‘out of such workmen only,
‘'who ‘are already struggling for-the dictatorship
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of the proletariat; on the -contrary, the duty of
the Communist Party is to organize all the
workmen on the ground of the economic crisis,
and to lead them toward the struggle for-the
dictatorship of the proletariat. by developing

the struggle for. workers” control over productlon , -

which. they all understand

© - 2. The. Communist Party w111 be able to.v
accomphsh this. task, if; taking part.in the strug-..

gle ir:-the shop . committees, it will instill inio
the minds of the masses the consciousness that

a- systema’uc reconstruction of-the. public econ-.
omy on .-the basis of.a capitalist order, ~which
would mean its new enslavement; by the govern- .
ment in favour of the capitalist: class, Is now-
totally impossible. The organization of the eco-

‘nomic management corresponding with the inter-
ests of:.the working masses, is. only: possible

“when. the. government Is in the. hands of the

working class, when the. strong: hand. of the
labour dictatorship will- proceed ‘to the suppres-
sion, of, capitalism- and to the. new . Socialist
- prganization.

3. " The. strﬁggle of the shop commltteesi

against - cap1tahsm has . for. its- immediate. object
workers' control over produc’uon

The workers of every enterprise, every branch

of. industry, no matter what their trade, suffer

from .the. “sabotage” of production on the part

of capitalists, who  frequently. consider it more
profitable. to . stop production; in-order that it

S g
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might “be  easier’ to compel. the . . workmen to
‘agree  to - unsatisfactory labour -conditions,
~ or- not- to invest- new’ capital in - industry at
. a moment . of a general rise’ in:prices. - The.: -
need - to--protect-  themselves  against such :
" sabotage - of production by: the. capitalists unites -
tha workmen independently of - their political
opinions, and therefore -the shop committees
elected - by the=- workmen .of- a ‘given enter-
prise, :are the " organizations © ‘in which the
widest masses of the proletariat enter.. But
_the disorganisation -of capitalist .management is.
the result not only of the conscious will -of the.
- capitalists, but it is in ‘a‘still greater degree the-
result. of -an . inevitable decline of -capitalism..
. Therefore in their :struggle against. the conse--
. quences of-such a decline,  the: shop commit-: .
~tees must go beyond the. limits ~of ‘control in:
. separate factories. . The factory committees of
‘separate factories.” will' soonbe faced with the
question -of ‘workers’ control over whole branches
of ~industry and -their combinations. And as:

. any attempt on the part of the workmen - to

exercise a control over the supplying: of the
factories with raw material, ‘or to control the:
financial operations of the factory owners, will
meet with the most energetic measures against
the working class' on the part of the bourgeoisie
and the capitalist government, the struggle for.
workers’ ~ control over production must lead
"o the struggle for a seizure of power by the
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working “class. ‘After'such a seizure of power by,
the proletariat the shop committees will be the first
managers of the industry, until the time when gen--.
eral “ state - economic - organisations will be formed.
by- which- the “working class  will_establish the-
management -of the -factories and the-direction of -
. the  whole -economic iife. of -the:country from the~
point “ of view "of the “interests ‘of the whole :
population, and - will utilise for this purpose all
the scientific forces:bequeathed by capitalism.
4. The campaigni in ~favour of: the shop-
committees must .be iconducted in :such a way.
that in the minds- of : the :popular masses,. even -
not ‘directly belonging-to the factory proletariat, :
there -should be instilled the . conviction that the .
bourgeoisie is responsible for the economic crisis, ..
while the proletariat, under the motto of work--
ers’ - control - of ~industry, is- struggling for the
organization’ of production, :for the ‘suppression
- of speculation; disorganization and high prices...
The duty of the Communist Parties is to strug--
gle for ‘control- over production on the ground-
of the most insistent questions of the day, the.
lack of fuel, the transport crisis—to. unite:
the . different groups of proletariat and to.
attract wide circles - of . the petty “bourgeoisie,
which is becoming more..and more proletarized
day by-day, and is really suffering extremely .
from the economic crisis. oL
‘5. The shop committees cannot be  ‘substi--
tutes for the industrial unions. During the pro-:
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. «cess of struggle they may form unions- according

~ to-the industries, and create a: general apparatus
- for. the direction. of the struggle. The:industrial
. -unions are already-now centralized fighting organs, |
. although : they -do . not :embrace: such: . wide.
‘masses of workmen as the  shop committees. are.
«cavable of, these latter being organizations. which
.are accessible to all the workers ofa given enter-,
- prise.. The division of tasks between the shop
- .committees - and the industrial -unions Is. the
 resuit of the historical development of the

-‘Social Revolution, - The industrial-unions organ--
- jze the working masses for the. struggle for the
*increase oft wages and shortening: of - workhours
_.on- a. national scale. The shop. committees
. .are.organized for workers’ control. over produc--

tion; for the. struggle against. the. crisis, embrac-
*ing - all: the . workmen of the enterprises; but
their struggle. can only. gradually, assume- the
_«haracter of a. national one. -Only after the
“seizure of the power will the shop ccmmittees:

" be able. to:become the factory . nuclei of-__

" ““industrial unions, which jointly with the local

" .and central labour authorities will form special:
~ economic managing:organs.. . .

"~ .6. The.duty of the Communists consists in.

inspiring the industrial unions and the shop

- . .committees with. a spirit of determined,struggle,

and the consciousness. and knowledge of the
best ‘methods of such struggle — the spirit, of
- .Communism.. In . execution of this duty the,
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Communists must ‘practically subordinate the
shop committees and the industrial unions to
the Communist Party, and thus create a prole-
tarian mass organ, a. basis for a. powerfuly
centralised party of the proletariat, embracing
all the organisations of the proletarian struggle,

leading them all to one aim,. to the victory of-

the working " class,. to the.” dictatorship of the
proletariat, -, -~ ... L .

_.~--1. The labour unions, tried "1_"[6 “form - Intérna-
tional unions even in time of ‘peace; because

during strikes the capitalists used ‘to invite work.

ers from. other- countries, as strike-breakers.
But the International of the labour unions had
only a secondary importance befere the war,
It made one union support another when needful,
it organized social statistics, but jt did nothing
for the ‘organization -of a joint struggle, because
‘the labour unions, under the leadership of oppor-
tunists, strove to avoid all revolutionary collisions
on an international scale. ‘The opportunist leaders
of the labour unions, who each in his own
country during the war was the flunkey of his
- bourgeoisie, are now striving to revive the Inter
national of labour unions, attempting to- make
It theweapgn against a direct struggle betweenworld
capital and the world proletariat. . Under the
direction of Legien, Jouhaug, Gompers, they are
creating a Labour Bureau of the League of

3

.




84
'Nations, that organization of international capi-
teiist robbery. In all countries they are attempting
‘1o crush the strike movement by means of laws,
compelling the workmen to- submit to the arbi-
" tration of representatives of the capitalist State.
<~ They are endeavouring to obtain concessions
- for the skilled workers by means of agreements
v wit, “he. capitalists, in order to' break in this
_way  the' growing. unity of the working class.
““The” Amsterdam International of labour unions
*is thus a substitute for the bankrupt Second Inter-

" national of Brussels.

The Communist workers who are members
, of the labour unions in all countries must, on
..~ the contrary, strive to create an international
_ " "battle front of labour unions. The question now
"% is not monetary relief in case of strikes; but
- when a danger is threatening the working class™
" of one country, the labour unionsof the others,
being organizations of the:larger masses, should

DL HTTTE 1
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impossibie for tne bourgedisic o SpECUY
countries to render assistance to the bourgeoisie
of the country engaged in the struggle against
roriing clegs, The soanamic strisggle of the
. - proletariat in all countries is daily becoming more
“and more a revolutionary struggle. Therefore
the labour unions must consciously use their

~ {forces. for the 'support of all revolutionary strug-

. gles in their own and in other countries. For
' this"'purpos’e they must not only, in all other
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countries, strive to attain; as great as possible,
centralisation of their struggle, but they must
do so on an international scale by joining the
Communist International - and uniting into one
army the different parts of which ‘shall carry
on the ’struggle conjointly,

another. T 2 S S

supporting one
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’ Theses of the Execu’uve Com'nmee on the Agrarlan
e Ques’tm

1 "N ‘one but the c1ty 1ndustr1a1 proletarlat

"~ 1ed by the Communist Party, can save the la-

bouring masses in the country from the pres—
. sure of capital and landlordism, from dissolu-
tion and from imperialistic wars, ever inevitable

- .-as long as the capitalist régime endures. There:

.. 1s no salvation for the’ peasants except to join

~.?'::" _ the Communist proletariat, to support with

‘heart and soul its revolutionary struggle to-
throw off the yoke of ~the landlords and the:
bourg%me '

Cn the other hand the mdustnal workers:
will be unable to carry out their universal his- -
toric mission, and to liberate humanity from the:
bondage of cap1ta1 and from war, if they shut.
themselves within- their separate guilds, their
- narrow trade interests, and restrict themselves

" self-sufficiently to a desire for the improvement
of their sometimes tolerable bourgeois conditions:
of life. Thatis what happens in most advanced.
- _countries possessing a “labour aristocracy “, which
forms the basis the would- be Parties of the:
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‘Second International, being in fact the worse
enemies of Socialism, traitors to it, bourgeois
jingoes, agents of the ‘bourgeoisie within the
Labour movement. The proletariat becomes a
truly revolutionary class, truly Socialist in its
actions, only by’ acting as the vanguard
- of all” those "who work -and -are being
-exploited, as their leader in: the struggle for the
‘overthrow of the oppressors; and this cannot be
-achieved without carrying the tlass struggleinto
‘the country, without making the ' labouring
masses of the country all gather around the Com-
‘munist Party of the town proletariat, without the
‘peasants being educated by the town -proletariat.
2. The labouring ‘and exploited masses in
‘the country which ‘the town proletariat must
lead on to the fight, or at the least win over
on its side, are represented in all capitalist
-countries. by the following classes:
~ In the first place by the agricultural prole-
‘tariat, " the hired labourers (by the year, by the
job, by the: day) making . their living by wage
labour "in capitalistic agricultural establishments.
“The independent organization of this class, sepa-
rated from ‘the other groups of the country
‘population (in a political, military, professional, co-
~operative, educational sense) an energetic prop-
-aganda among it, in order to win it over to the
side- of the Soviet power and of the dictatorship
-©of the proletariat— such is the -~ fundamental
task of the Communist Parties in all countries,
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"~ In the seccnd place the semi-proletariat or
'small peasants, those who make their living
‘partly by working for wages in agricultural and
‘industrial = capitalist establishments, partly by

- “toiling onm their own or a rented patcel of land

- yielding but a part of the necessary food produce
“for ineir family. This class of the rural population
‘is rather numerous in all” capitalistic countries,
butits existence and its peculiar position is
hushed 'up by the representatives of the bour-
‘geoisie and the yellow “Sccialists® affiliated to
the Second International. Some of these people
‘intentionally cheat the workers, but others follow
“"blindly the average views of ‘the public and mix
“up this ‘special class with the whole mass of
the “peasantry“. Such a method of bourgecis
“deceit "of the workers is used more particularly

- in * Germany and France than in- America

and other countries. Provided that the work
oi the Communist Party is well organised, this
group is sure to side with the Communists, the
conditions of life of these hali-proletarians being
very hard, and the advantages the Soviet power
and the dictatorship of the proletariat would
bring them being enormous and immediate.

In the third place the little proprietors, the
small farmers who possess by the right of
ownership or on rent small portions of land
which satisfy the needs of their family and of
their farming without requiring any additional
wage labour. This part of the population as
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a class gains éve: ythmc by the v1ctory of the
proletariat, which brings with it: (a) liberation
from the payment of rent or of a part of the

crops (for instance. the métayers in France, the
~same arrangement in Italy, etc.) to. the owners
- of large estates. (b) Abolition of. all mortgages.
'(c\ Abohtlofz of many formis  of.. pressure and

dependence . on. the _owners of large estates

. (forests and their use, etc.). (d) Immediate help

for the farming from the proletarian power
(permitting use by peasants of .the agricultural
implements and partly the buildings on the big
capitalist estates expropriated by the proletariat, -

" immediate transformation by the proletarian state

power of .all rural cooperatives and agricultural
companies, which under .the' capitalist rule
were - chiefly supportmg the wealthy and the
middle-peasantry, into institutions primarily for

support of the poor peasantry, that is to say,

the proletarians, semi-proletarians, the . small
Pvu(r‘qnf ) etc '
At the same tirke the Communist Party should

‘be thoroughly aware that during the transitional

period leading from capitalism to Communism,
i. e. during the dictatorship of the proletariat,
at least some partial hesitations are inevitable
in this class, in favour /of unrestricted
free-trade and free use of the rights of private
property. For this class, being a seller of

- commodities (although on a small scale), is

necessarily demoralised by profit-hunting and
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habits of proprietorship. And yet, provided there
.Is a consistent proletarian’ policy, and the
Victorious proletariat deals relentlessly with the
‘owners of the large estates and the landed -
peasants, the hesitations of the class in question
will not be  considerable, and cannot - change
the fact that on the whole this class will side-
with +he proletarian revolution. )
;3. All the three groups of the agrarian popu-
lation taken “together constitute its majority in
all capitalist countries. This guarantees in full
-the success of the proletarian revolution, not
only in the towns but-in the country as well.
" The contrary view is very widely spread, but it

‘- - holds only by a systematic . cheating on the

- Part of bourgeois science and statistics. They
~hush up by every means any: mention of the
deep chasm- which divides the rural classes
we have indicated and the exploiters, the land-

i 2 - 11 1 e
owners and oz lists, as well as the half

:3'.

nd ih
vellow Second

HeLalohial ane We Cablur ansionracy T, delnol -
alised by imperialistic privileges, to do genuine
propaganda Wwork for the benefit of the prole-
tarian revelution, organizing work among the
poorinthe country. All the aitention of the oppor-
. tunists was given and is being given now to the

* arrangementof theoretical and practical agreements

N
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'with the beurgeosie, including the landed and
the middle peasantry “(see about these classes
further down) ~and not to the: revolutionary
-overthrow of the bourgeois -government and
the bourgeois class’ by the proletariat. In the
third. place, this view holds by the force of
inveterate prejudice possessing already a great
stability (and connected = with ali bourgeois-
democratic and  parliamentary ‘prejudices), the
incapacity to ‘grasp a simple truth fully proved
by the Marxian theory and confirmed by -8
- practice of the proletarian 1evolution in Russia.

‘This truth consists in the fact that the peasant
" population of the three ‘classes 'we have men-

tioned above, being extremely “oppressed, par-
celed and doomed to live in half-savage con-
ditions in all countries,” even in the most ad-
vanced, is economically, socially and moraily
- Interested in the victory of Socialism; but that
it will firmly support the revolutionary proleta-
riat only after the proletariat has taken hold
of the political power, after it has done away
-with the 'owners of the large- estates and the
capitalists, after the oppressed masses will be able
to see in practice that they have an organized
leader and helper sufficiently “powerful and.
firm to support and to guide, to show the right way.

4. The “middle peasantry“ consists in the
economic Sense of small landowners who possess,
according to the right of —ownership or rent,
portions of land, which, although small, never-

g
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theless may (1) .yield ‘usually under. capitalist
rule not only a scanty provision for the family
and the needs of the farming, but also a pos-
“ sibility to get a certain surpius which, at least
_in the.best years, could "be transformed into
. .-capital; and (2). need to employ (for instance
coein o family of two or three members) wage
S /’,labour,’_]{iAs__.a:”(':oncrete example of the middle
/. peasantry in.an advanced capitelist country we
" . may take in Germany, according to the regis-

. tration of 1007, a group with farms tilling
. fyom five to ten acres and in which farms the
) number of hired agricultural labourers Jakes
. -.about a third of the whole number of .farms in
- this group’. .In France, the country of a greater
~development . of - special cultures, for instance

.~ the vine yards, requiring. special treatment and

iy n, o PN v
g Ll e i WL

© . labour probably in & SO ifsicts

The revolutionary proletariat cannot make it
. its object, at least for the nearest future, and
fa- #he hesinning of the period of the proleta-

_rian dictatorsnip, o win Uns GEIS Sred e e
. side. It will be sufficient to neutralise it—to

‘make it take a neutral position in the struggle

;e " 1 These arc the exact figures: number of farms from 5 to 10 acres
652,798 (out of 5,736,082); they have all sorts of hired workers,
I 487,704~ thenumber of workers with their families (Familjenangehdrige)

, ° being 2,013,633. In Austria, according to the .registration of 1910
: _ there were 383,351 farms in this group, 126,136 of them empioying
- hired labour; 146,044 hired workerss, 1,215,969 workers with their
families. The total number of farms in Austria amounts to 2,656,349.
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between the proietariat and the bourgeosie. The
hesitations of’ this class in siding with one
‘or the other force are inevitable, and in the
beginning of the new epochi its preponderent
tendency in the advanced .capitalist countries
will be to side with the bourgeoisie.. The ideas
‘and feelings of the possessing class ‘are those
prevailing in these “countries. This leads to ‘a
direct interest in ‘profit-hunting, in “free* trade
‘and private property, and to an antagonistic
attitude toward the hired workers. The victorious
“proletariat will immediately improve the position
of this class by doing away with rent and by
" the abolition of mortgages. The proletarian power
‘should by no means abolish at once private

" © property in most of the capitalist countries, but

it will at least not only secure to the small and
“the middle peasantry the ownership ‘of their por-
tions of land but enlarge these portions, giving
the peasants the ownership of the whole area
they used to rent (abolition of rent payment).

The combination of such measures with a
relentless struggle against the bourgeoisie guar-
antees the full success of the neutralisation
- policy. The transiticn to “collective agriculture
must be managed with much circumspection
and step by step, and the proletarian state power
_must pfoceed by the force of example without
any violence toward the middle peasantry.

5. The landed peasants (Grossbauern) are capi-
talists in agriculture, managing their land usually

A}
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-with several hired labourers. They are connected
with the <“peasantry“ only by their rather low
=standing of culture, their way of living, their per-
ssonal manual'work on their land. This is the most
‘niumercus element of the bourgeois class, and
za decided enemy of the revolutionary proletariat.
The chief attention of the communist parties
-in. the rural. districtss must be given to the
_jstruggle ‘against this' element, to the liberation
- of the labouring and exploited’ ‘majority of the
~"-‘rura1 population from the moral ‘and political
influence of these ‘exploiters. '
. After the victory of the proletariat in the
-fowns this class will 1nev1tab1y oppose ‘it by all
© means from sabotage to open armed -counter-
o :'revolu’clopary resistance.. The revolutionary pro-.
- iletariat must therefore 1mmed1ately begin to pre-
-~ pare the necessary force for thé disarmament
.«of every single man,of this class, and together
with ‘the overthrow of the capitalists in industry
the proletariat must deal a relentiess crushing
blow to this class. In view of this end it must -
;arm the rural proletariat and organize councils
_in the country, with no room .for exploiters,
and a preponderant place reserved to the pro-
letarians and -the semi-proletarians. ..
. But the expropriation even of the landed
~peasants can by no means be an immediate
object of the victorious proletariat, considering
‘the lack of material, par’ucularly of technical
.matenal and further Oi the,soc;xal conditions

§
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’ ﬁecessary for the socialisation of -such land. Im

some probably exceptional cases . parts of

their ~estates will be confiscated if they are
‘leased in small parcels, or if they are specially"

needed by the surrounding small-peasant popu-
lation. A free use must also be secured to

S thl\s po_pulation,’ on. definite terms, of .a part of
. the agricultural machinéry of the landed peasants,.
. etc, As.a ' general rule, however, the state power-
=% must Tleave ‘to the landed  peasants’ thelr Jland,.

conﬁscatmg it only in case’ of resistance to the
‘power of the labouring  and’ exploited peasants.
The experience of the Russian proletarian reve-

lution, whose struggle  against the landed peas-

‘ants became very complicated, and. very long
“because of a series of particular circumstances,.

has nevertheless shown' that this class has been

' at least_  taught what it costs . -to make the
" least attempt at resistance, and is now quite-

' k_willing to serve loyally the énds of the proleta-

rian State. 1t begins even to be penetrated,.

although very" slowly,: by a ‘respect for the

power which protects every worker. and deals.

relentlessly ‘with the idle rich.

. The special conditions which have comphcated-. ‘
and prolonged the struggle of the Russian pro--
letariat against the landed peasantry, after the.

overthrow of the bourgeoisie, consist chiefly in
the fact that after the coup d’état of Octo-
ber 25 (November 7, 1917), the Russian revolution
traversed & stage of “generally democratic”,
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actually bourgeois democratic, struggle of the

peasantry as a whole against the landowners, and
‘there was further the low standard of living and

scarcity of the city proletariat, and finally the

~enormous distances and exceedingly bad trans-

. port conditions, As far as these adverse con-
" ditions do not exist in the advanced countries,
.7 the  rovolutionary’ proletariet” in  Europe and

" America must prepare with much ‘more energy

and carry out a much quicker and more com-’

“plete victory over the resistance of the landed

peasantry, depriving it of the least possibility

- to resist. This is of the utmost need, consider-
ing that until such a complete, absolute victory

is won, the masses of the rural proletariat, the

.. semi-proletarians and the small peasants will
_-.’not” acknowledge the stability of ‘the proletarian
 State power. : T Y e e

~%. The revolutionary proletariat 'must proceed”

- to an immediate and unconditional confiscation

" - .0f all the estates of the landowners and the big

" landlords, that is, of all those who systematic-
ally employ wage labour, directly or through

their tenants, exploit all the small (and partly .
sometimes the middle) peasantry in their neigh-
bourhood, do not share in the manual work

. and are mostly the descendants of the feudal
‘class (the nobility in Russia, Germany, Hungary,

the restored seigneurs in France, the lords in

- “.England, the former slave-owners in America)
~ .or financial magnates who have become partic-

3
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ularly rich,  or. a mixture of tbese two classes
of exploiters and idlers. .

'No propaganda can be admitted in the ranks
of the communist parties in favour of an indem-
nity to be paid to the owners of large estates
'for their expropnatxon In the present condi-
—tions prevailing 'in Europe and America this

would mean a freason to Socialism and ' the

- imposition - of ‘2. ‘new -tax’ on.the labourmg
and - explolted masses, -who have already
suffered most from the war——whlch has
increased the number of mill 1ona1res and
multiplied their - wealth, .

In regard to the management of the estatee

“confiscated by the victorious proletariat fromi
the owners of large landed property, the prevall-_

ing practice’ in Russia, - because of economic

backwardness, was that of a partition of this
. landed -property for-the benefit ot the peasantry,
. and comparatively -rare exceptions were the

presetvation of the so-called “Soviet Farm<,
managed by the proletarian State at its expense,
and transforming the former wage labourers into
workers employed by the State, and into mem-
bers of the councils managing these Farms.
In  the advanced capitalist countries the
Communist International considers - that it
should be a prevailing practice to preserve
the large agricultural establishments and
manage them on the lines of the “Soviet
Farms“ in Russia. S
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" But it would be the greatest mistake to exag-
erate or to standardize this rule, and never
“to admit the free gift of a part of the land
expropriated “from the neighbourhood.
" In the first place, the usual reason against if,
* peinting to the technical advantage of the big
~ farming, amounts very often to a substitution of the
- worst opportunism to an undeniable theoretical

truth, which is treason to the revolution. The:

- proletariat has no right, whenever the success of
the revolution is at stake, to halt because of a
- temporary decrease of production, just as the:
bourgeois enemies of slave ownership in.North
America did not halt because of the temporary fall-
ing off of the cotton industry as a result of the civil
war of 1863-1866. The bourgeoisie cares only.
_forindustrial production as such, whereas the work-;
- ing and exploited population is chiefly concerned
with the overthrow ofthe éxploiters and the securing
cof conditions which would give a chance to the
~ workers to work for their own benefit, and not
- the benefit of the capitalist. To secure the vic-- .
tory of the ‘proletariat and its stability, is-the
first and the fundamental task of the proletariat.
And there is no safeguard of this stability possible
without the neutralisation of the middle peasantry,
and without securing the support of a large
part if not of the whole mass of the small peasantry.
. In the second place not only the enldrgement .
but even the preservation of large production
in agriculiure requires a fully developed coun-
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try proletariat with: a ripe revolutionary . con-
sciousness, a thorough professional training and
an experience:in political organisation.- Wher-
ever such conditions are not available and there
Is no possibility to entrust the work to : con-
scious and competent workers,. all experiments
of a hasty transition to. the management by the
State of large farming establishments would only
compromise the proletarian power. The organ-
isatidn of “Soviet Farms“ requires an extreme
care and a solid. preparation. ey '

- In. the-third  place - all . capitalist countries, -
even::.the most advanced, have still. some rem-
-nants extant. of medieval. forms . of semi-servi-
“tude, - exploiting - the : small peasants of the

neighbourhod for the benefit of the owners
of large estates, as for example the “lnst-
leute _in Germany, the “métayers” in France,
the farmers paying . the rent "out of the
profits in the United States (not only the negroes -
are being exploited in the Southern States in this -
particular way, but also the whites). In such
cases the proletarian state must transfer the
land rented by small peasants to the former farm-

. ers for their free use, as there is-no other

economic and . technical base, and it cannot

be created all at once R

It justat first after the proletarian coup d’état

the Immediate confiscation of -the - big estates

becomes . absolutely -necessary, . and- more-

over also. the. banishment or the internment
: 4
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of all'land-owners as leaders of the counter
. revolution and . relentless  oppressors - of the
whole country population, the proletarian power,
‘in proportion to its consolidation not only in
the towns but in the.country as well, must
systematically strive to take advantage of: all
+the farces of this class, of all- those who pos-
sess valuable experience, learning, organisational
- -gifts, and must use them. (under special control
- of the most reliable communist workers) to organ- -
ise the gross agriculture on Socialist principles.
7. The victory of Socialism over capitalism,
“the ‘consolidation of Socialism " will be definitely
guaranteed at ‘the time when the proletarian
- State power after having definitely subdued all
resistance of the exploiters and secured for itself .
. a complete solidity and .full -submission will
:(eorgamse thp-'whole industry on 1‘he base of

- I sreduction . and

S

of such a radlcal hnlp in tne tec‘mu:al a'ldt”e
: o e \\‘?;‘ el 7"(\ 9N ‘O H‘\ &

bacxcward and cuspersea comzr), (hat wis nsip
- will create a material base for an enormous
increase of the. productivity. of agricultural
and the general farming work,  and will incite
the small farmers by the force of example and
the care for their own. profit to pass to the
gross collective machine . agriculture. This
undeniable theoretical truth, nominally acknowl-



edged by all Socialists, is .in fact being dis-
torted by the opportunism prevailing in the
yellow Second International. and. among the
leaders of the German and the English  “Inde-
pendents“, as well as the French Longuetists,

. -etc. The distortion consists in turning the atten-

s

- tion .to- a: comparatively distant. and beautifuly
- .rosy.future,- driving it away from the immediate
- -problems of the present hard transition period and

the” preparation for this future. In practice this
amounts to the preaching of a conciliation with

_-the bourgeosie and “social peace*, thatis to
~.say of complete treason to the cause of the

proletariat struggling now. under conditions of
‘unheard-of destruction and pauperization created
.all over the world by the war and in the face

-of an unheard-of enrichment and impudence of

a batch of .millionaires caused by the same war.

- Most particularly in the country a real possi-
bility of successful struggle for socialism re-
-quires in the first place that all Communist
-parties educate in the industrial proletariat the
consciousness of the necessity of sacrifice on
its part and the readiness to sacrifice itself for
‘the overthrow of the bourgeosie and the consoli-

dation of the proletarian power. The dictator-

ship of the proletariat is based on the proleta-
riat knodving how to organize and to lead
‘the working and the exploited masses, and the
-vanguard. being ready for the greatest sacrifices
and for heroism. In the second place a

*®
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possibility of success requires that .the labour-
ing and .the most exploited masses in the
counfry experience an immediate and great
improvement 6f their position caused by the
~victory of the proletariat and at the expense of

. the exploiters. Unless this is done, the industrial
proletariat cannot depend.on .the support of the

_country -and . cannot ~.secure the provmonme'lt‘
Aof the towns with foodstuffs. ‘

o.:-8, The enormous difficulty of. orgamsatlon
and education for the revolutionary struggle of
the agrarian labouring masses placed by capi-
talism in conditions of particular oppression,
dispersion and often a middleaged dependence; .
reguire from .the Communist Parties a .special

.~ affention in regard for to the.strike :movement
~ in .the rural districts.. It requires an-enforced

“support and a wide development of mass
- sirikes of the agrarian proletarians and half pro-
" letarians. The experience of the Russian revolu-
tions of 1905 and 1917, confirmed and enlarged
now by the. experience of Germany. and other
advanced countries, shows that only the devel-

- opment of mass strike struggle (under certain

* conditions the small peasants are .also.to .be

.- drawn into these . strikes) will shake the inac-
- tivity of the country population, arouse a class:

consciousness and the consciousness of the neces-
sity of class organisation in the exploited masses
in the country, and show them the obvious
practical use of their joining the town workers.
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" " The Congress of the Communist Internation-
al denounces as traitors those Socialists—unfor-
tunately there are such not only in the yellow
- Second International but also among the three
most important - European parties who have
.. left- the Second -International ~—who are not
- only indifferent in regard to. the’ strike struggle

‘in..-uthe;;country.‘but-. who . oppose’ it (as does
."Kautsky) - on ‘the ground-that’it might cause
- 2 falling-off of the ‘production of foodstuffs. No-

programs  and ‘no solemn declarations have any

.zz'value if the factis not there in evidence, testified
7 by actual deeds,: that-the Communists and the
" labour ‘leaders know "how to put above all the

- development of ' the - proletarian revolution and

- ¢ its victory, and are:ready to make the utmost

sacritices for the sake of this victory.” Unless this
is' a fact, there is no’ issue, no ‘escape from
starvation, dissolution and new imperialistic wars.

It is also negessary to mention in partic-
ular that the leaders of the old Socialism and
the - representatives ~of the - “Labour - aristo-
cracy”, who are making now wverbal conces-
sions to Communism and pass even nominally
into its ranks to preserve their popularity in.
the working masses, which are becoming rapidly
" revolutionised, that these all are to be tested in
regard te their allegiance to the proletarian
cause, and their ability to take responsible posts
in a work where .the development of  revo-
lutionary consciousness and the revolutionary

P I S T Sy
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‘struggle is of a particular keenness, where the:

- resistance of the landowners and the bourgeoi-

- sie (landed peasants, exploiters) is particularly

. violent, where the difference between the con-~

- " ciliatory Socialists and the revolutionary Com-:
. munists shows with the greatest clearness.

.z 9.~ The Communist parties. must make all: .

- efforts . possible {o" start as soon as possible

labourersand half-proletarians. Only in connection-

with the mass sirike struggle and by means of

~ ~the most oppressed class will the councils_be

. ~able to serve fully their ends and become-
- . sufficiently firm :to . dominate  (and further
- -on. to -include into” their ‘midst) the smalk

*developed, and the ability 16 organise ‘the agra-
.. 7r Han. prolefariat- is- weak because of the hard
©- . oppr-ession by the land owners and the landed
' peasants, and also because of the want of sup-
Jport from the industrial workers and their -
unions, the organisation of the soviets in the

Tural districts will require a long preparation by

means of creating small Communist cells, of _

~ enforced propaganda expounding. in. a most
-‘popular form the demands of the Communists

- and illustrating the reasons of these demands..

by specially convincing cases of exploitation and:

| - "Pressure, by systematic excursions of industrial
- workers into the country, etc. T

EEY
Yo
£y

~ setting up councils in the " country, and these
- councils must be chiefly composed of hired -

.-.peasants.: But if the strike struggle is not yet .
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, Prehmmary Draft of some Theses on the N'atianal

and Colomal Questxons,

ébét}act o formal ra1s1ng Aof _{hé: unestién

of equality in general, -including . national- equality,
s inhelent" in . bourgeois | democracy . by, . its
. very .. nature, ’ “Under the’ aspect of . equality ~ of
" hiuman bemgs " in- general bourgeois democracy

proclaims the formal or juridical equality of the
proprietor and the proletarian, the employer and

.. the employed to the great dececption of the oppressed

classes. | This idea of equality, which is a Teflection of the

.relations of industrial production, is transformed by the

bourgeoisic into an instrument of struggle against the
abolition of classes on the pretext of an absolute equality

. among human beings. A real demand for equalily cam -
- be expressed only by a demand for the abolition of classes.

2. In._conformity with its task of a struggle against

"% bourgeois democracy and the denunciation of its lies and
~« hypocrisy, the Communist Party, as the conscious leader

of the struggle of the proletariat to cast off the yoke, must

in the national question also consider chiefly not the ab-
stract and formal principles, but, first, meke a precise

‘record. of the historical and first of all the cconomical

conditions of a people; second, it must distinetly separ-
ate the interests of the oppressed classes, the worker, the

" - employed, from the general conception of mational inter-

ests as awhole, which only mean the interests of the ruling
class; third, it must make a similar clear separation of the
eppressed-dependent nations not possessing equal rights
with other nations, from the oppressing and ruling sover-
eign nations, as a counterweight to bhourgeois-democratic
lies, which screen the colonial and finaneial enslavement
of a tremendous majority of the earth’s population, by an
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- Insignificant minority of the richest and most intellect-

nmally advapced capitalist countries, such enslavement

: bemg mhé; ent in the epoch of capltahsm and 1mperlal-

ism.
. 3. The JmpemaLstlo war of 19L4 1918 has shown with

© *. - especial clearness to all the nations and oppressed classes

of the world the deceitfulness of bourgeois-democratic

' ‘phrases, practically proving that the tr e'lty of Versailles
of the dlustrious

‘““‘svestern democracies’’ is a still more

barbarous and base violation of the weaker nations than
the Brest-Litovsk treaty of the junkers and the Kaiser.
The Lieague of Nations and the entire post-war poliey of
the Entente demonstrate this truth even more sharply
and clearly, strengthening everywhere the revolutionary

- struggle of the proletariat of the advanced countries, and

. the worker masses of the colonial and dependent countries,

L.oand ae(velerahmv the dissipation of all bour creo1s—nat10n11
" illusions regarding the possibilify of a peacefnl emstence'

and the equahty of rations under capitalism.
“4, Tt follows from the above fundamental prooomlons

' that the cornerstone of the Communist International’s

national and colonial policy must be the uniting of the

77 -prole’arian dnd working miassesof all nationsand countries

ir 2 joint revolutionary struggle for the overthrow of the

= landowners and the bourgeoisie. ‘Only such a union can |
guarantee the victory over capitalism without which it 1s.

~.

mposs1b1e to suppress national inequality and oppression.

5. The world political situation has placed the dictator- '

ship of the proletariat on the order of the day, and all thle

events of international pohtlcs gre inevitably concen-
trated around ome central point, namely, the warfare of
the world bourgeoisic against the Russian Soviet Republie,
which is grouping a_round itself on the one hand the So-

viet movements of the advanced workmen of all countrics, -

and on the other hand all the  national-liberation

movements of the colonies and the oppressed nation--

alities, whieh Thave passul’ throngh a  Dbitter

expeuence and see that there is mo help fo1 them

* .

”



the Soviet power over world imn-

"7 6. Consequently-at. the present moment one cannot stop

_ at a simple recognition or proclamation of the nccessity

for a union between the workers of different natiods, but

it is-necessary.to carry out a policy for a'close union De-

- tween all the national and colonial liberation movements

-and- Soviet Russia, determining the form of such union

in conformity with:the development of the Communist

- - movement among the proletarians of each country, or the
_ bourgeois-demeerat liberation movement of the workmen
- and peasants in the refrograde countries, and among the
" backward nationalities. I meliis i R
-~ 7. Federation is the transitional form towards a com-
+" plete union of the workers of different countries. Feder-

ation has proved its efficiency in practice in respect to the

. - relations between the R.-S.-F. S: R: (Russian Socialist -

" Tederative Soviet Republic) and other Soviet republics
(Hungary, Finland, Tatvia, in the past, and Aserbeidjan,
- Ukraine at present), as well as inside the R. 8. F. 8. R.,in
_ respect to nationalities which had neither a separate stace
- order nor-autonomy- (for instancc, the Baghkir ond the
~Tartar autonomous republics within the R. 8. . S. R,
. ereated in 1919 and 1920. - aioec e st
" .8, The duty of the Communist Intevnationsl in this
- _respest consists in the further development and in stuby
. and verification by experience of these new federations,
- grising outside the Soviet order and Soviet movement.
" Acknowledging federation as 2 transition form to-
__ wards a complete union, it is necessary to make efforts to
" attain a closer federative union, bearing in view, first, the
impossibility of defending the existence of Soviet Repub-
_ Ties, surrounded by the imperialistic countries of the whole
world, infomparably stronger in military power, without
a close union of all the Soviet Republies; second, the neces-
sity of a close cconomic union of Soviet Republics,
_without which the restoration of the produgtive forces de-
~ -stroyed by imperialism, and the gnaranteeing of thie well-

n
d
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“being of the workers, is irrealisable; third, the tendeney
towards the creation of a single economic management.
regulated on a general plan by the proletariat of all na-
tions, as a whole; this tendency visibly manifested itself
already under the capitalist order, and undoubtedly de-

serves further developmen’c and final perfection under -

- Secialism. .
9. In respect to 1nterna1 statﬁ relcmons the natlonal

policy of the Communist International cannot be limited
by the simply formal, purely declarative and in no wise

- binding recognition of the equality of mations, like that
. of the bourgeois-democrats

either calling themselves
such openly, or passing under the name of Socialists like-
the Socialists of the Second International.

Not only in the whole propaganda activity of the Com-
munist Party—Dboth in the parliaments and out of them—

o - must the constant violations of the rights of nations and

guarantees of rights of nationalist minorities oceurring in-

all the capitalist states,” notwithstanding their ‘‘demo-
i eratie’’ constitutions, be infallibly ‘denounced, but it is .
= meeessary also, first, to explain constantly that the Soviet.

-+ order can alone be in a position %o establish the equality
- af nations, uniting first the proletarians, and afterward

- tite whole mass of workers, in the struggle against the-)

bourgeoisie; second, all the Communist Farties must ren-

der a direct assrstance to the revolutionary movements of

T fha darerdemt ow oA e e 32 Tared matinng { for inctanne. n

_lrennd to the nen‘L oes in Ameuca ete.), ;ma in the colo-
nies.

- Without this }ast and spemally nnpmtant conchtlon,
the struggle against the oppression of the dependent na-.
_tions and colonies, and likewise the recognition of their-
rights to a separate existence as states, is only a deceitful

signboard, such as we see in the partles of the Second

‘International.

10. The recognition of interna honalism verbally and its-
substitution in practice, in all the propaganda, canvass-
ing and other practical work by petty bourgeois na-
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tionalism and pacifism, constitute a habitual oceurrence-

not only among the parties of the Second International
but among those who have left it, and even frequently

among such who now -call thermelves Communists. The-
strucgle against this evil, against the more deeprooted.

petty - bourgeo:s—natlonal preaudlces becomes of para-

mount importance the more pressing the necessity be--

cones to transform the dlctatorshlp of the proletariat

{rom a pational basis (i. €., in one country only, not capa--
- ble of exercising an 1nﬂuence over.world politics) into an.
" interpational one, a dictatorship of the proletariat of at.

least several advaneed countries, capable of exercising a

decisive influence over world pohtlcs Petty bouroems:

_pationalism declares that internationalism is a recog-

* nition of the equality of the rights of naticns and nothing

else, preserving . (without mentioning the purely verbaz 1

"~ mature of such a declaration) intact all national egoism;

whereas proletarian internationalism demands, first, the

subordination of the interests of the proletarla,n stluco'le-

in one country to the interests of such struggle on.
a world seale ; secondly, the capacity and readiness on the:

- part of-a vna.tion realising a vietory over the bourgeoisie to- '
‘make the greatest national sacrifices for the overthrow

of international capitalism. .
" Thus in the countries of the cap1tahsb ordc1 wit hout
-Jabour parties representing really the advance gunrd of
the proletariat, the struggle against the opportunist and
"bowrgeois-pacifist perversions of the idea and policy of
internationalism, is the first and most important duty.
11. In respect to the more backward countries and na-
tions with prevailing feudal or patriarchal and patri-
archal-peasant relations, it iz necessary to bear in mind
especially ;
(a) Thé necessity - for all Communist part1es to render

assistance to the bourgeois-democratic liberation move- .

ment in such countries; especially this duty falls to the
Iot of the workers-of sueh countries upon which the back-
ward nation depends, colonially or financially;
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(b) The necessity of a struggle against the clergv and

other reactionary and medncval influences possessing 2n

. influence in such baclkward countries;

- (c).The necessity of a struggle against Pan-Islamiswa
and such tendencies, which strive to unite the liberation
movement against Turopean and American imperiaiism
with a strengthening-of the po mon of the khaps, Iand- -
owners, moohhs ete..

" -+.{d). The necessity.of supporting. ’che peasant movement

L in backward countries against the landowners, against the
““possession of large estates, against all customs and rem-

nants .of - feud'ﬂ;sm, and of striving to give the peasant

~* _movement a revolutionary nature; bringing about a closer

nnion between the West Ewropean Communist proletariat
and the revolutionary movement of the peasants in the
 east, .the colomes and in the baekward coun‘mes m gen-
- eral;

(e) The necc3551ty of a demswe stnlwle arramst the ten-
dency to dress up the bourgeois- democratic liberation ten-
dencies in the backward countries in the eolours of Com-.

. - munism; the Communist International must _support the
i "hou'wee is- democmtlc national mavewen’cg in “the ~colonies

ir special tasks—those of a s‘ornwle‘
2°'a1nst the bouroeom-democratm movements Wlﬂnn thcn‘

L!lf'&y(gl‘élj.‘) u,.qul 3
and backward countrxes, but not mtermmwle Wlth 1t and
invariably preserve the-independence of the prolctarmn
movement even in its most primitive form; - -
(f) The necessity of an cver-constant c\:phnatlon and
denunciation among the working masses-of all countries,
and especially all baclavard countries, of the deceit which -

" is systematically prwctlﬁed Ly the Jmpenahstlc powers;
which; under the pretext of creating politically mdopon-
dent na’nom. really ercate countries co‘np‘etclv depending
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on them economicaily, financially and in a military re--
spect; under the present international conditions there is.”
no other help for dependent and weak nations than a
union of Soviet Republies. '
12. The century-long oppression exercised over the-
colonial and weaker nationalities by the imperialistic-
powers has left in the worker masses of the oppressed
- countries not only a bad feeling but a mistrust towards.
the oppressors in general, including the proletariat of -
such nations. = The base betrayal of Socialism by the.ma.-.
jority of the official leaders of thig proletariat in 1914-
1918, when, under the term ““defense of the fatherland,’”
the social-chauvinists concealéd the defenseof the‘‘rights’”
of their ““own’’ bourgeoisie to oppress and rob the colo-
- nies and financially dependent countries, could not but
strengthen this perfectly just mistrust, On the other-
-hand, the more backward a country is, the stronger de-
veloped is its small agricultural production, its patriarch-.
ality and provincialism inevitably reinforeing the especial

- strength and stubborness of the deepest .of petty bour-.

geois prejudices, ramely, national egoism and national’
narrowmindedness. As such prejudices e 5

3 CRASTC
change in ihe whole ba ] i
backward countries, the dying out of such preju

" Hence, the dutwv

A LU uad LT

iy and attentively with such survivals of national feel-
ing in the longer oppressed countries and nationalities,.
“likewise to make even certain concessions for the purpose-
of a more rapid conquest of ‘the above-mentioned mistrust
and prejudices. Without g voluntary striving after union
and unity en the part of the proletariat, and of all the--
worker masses of zll countries and nations of the whole:
world, the vietory over capitalism cannot he suceessfully- -

~ brought about. -



'B The Commumst Partxes and ihe Questson
: of Parhamentarlsm

In many “countries ‘of - Westem Europe

- and Amenca. one of the most acute questions

- . of Communist tactics is that of Parliamentarism.
" The division in the German Communist Party,
the formation of an anti-parliamentary faction
in the italian party, the position of the Belgian

. Communist group, and lastly, the attitude of the
.- .Tevolutionary Syndicalist circlesand the L. W.W.—
-+ all these demand precise and definite directions

i -on’ this qunstxon from the Commumst Intern

- pational.

- fL* :

2. Parliamentarism, as a State system, is a
. democratic* form of the rule of the bourgeoisie,
3 Whlch at a certaln stage of its development.
needs the fiction of a national representation,
that outwardly wculd be an organisation of the
will of all.the classes, but in reality would be
- an instrument of oppression and suppression in

. the hands of the ruling capitalists.
© .37 Parliamentdarism is a definite form of

State order. Therefore it can in no way be a
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form. of Communist society, which recognises
neither classes, nor- class struggle, nor any form

- of State authority.

4. Parliamentarism cannot be a form of
prolelarian’ government during the transition pe-

~riod between- the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie
~and that: of .the proletariat. . At the moment

when -the class struggle turns into civil war

. the proletariat: must inevitably form its organi-

safton as a fighting organisation, which cannot
contain any of the representatives of the former

- ruling classes; all fictions of a “national . will**

3

are harmful to the proleteriat at the time, and

a parliamentary division of authority is needless

-and injurious to it; the only form of proletarian

dictatorship is a Republic of Soviets.

- 5. The, bourgeois parliaments, which consti-
~ tute one of most important apparatus. of the

State machinery of the bourgeoisie, cannot.be
won over by the proletariat any more than can
the bourgeois order in géneral. The task of

“the proletariat cbns_ists in blowing up the whole

- machinery of the bourgesisile, in destroying it,

and all the parliamentary institutions with it,
whether they be republican or constitutional-

- 'monarchical . .-

6. The same relates to the communal insti-
tutions gof the bourgeoisie, which theoretically
it is not correct to consider as State organ-
Isations. " In reality they are .part of the
same apparatus of the State machinery of the
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bourgeoisie, which must be destroyed by the-

~ revolutionary proletariat and replaced: by locaE '

Soviets of Workers’ Deputies. : _
.. 7. - Conséquently, Communism repudlates par—
:liamentarism asthe form of the future; it renoun-

"ces. the same as a form .of the class dicte- =
. torship. of . the.  proletariat; = it. repudiates the

possipility of winning over the parliaments:- its

-aim is to desiroy parliamentarism.. Therefore it -~
is only possible lo speak of ulilising the bourgeots -
slale organisations with lie cbject of destroying

them. The questicn .can -only and ea:clzzszz'elj.. :

. be dlscussed on such a pane [P

L
A

1. 8. Every ?c.l.as.s s-"t}uggilé‘ :isA a pol1t1ca1strug—

“gle, because it is finally a struggle for power.

Any strike, when it spreads through.the whole
country, is a threat to the bourgeois State and
thus acquires a political character. To strive

1o overthrow the bourgeoisie and to destroy

its State by any means whatever means to-.__

“carry on political warfare.. To create one’s
own .class apparatus — for the management

and suppression of the resisting bourgeoisie —
whatever such an apparatus may be——means
to gain political power.

9. Consequently, -the questlon of a pohhcal
_Jruggle does not end in the ‘question of one's.
:attxtude towards the parliamentary system. It
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the proletariat, in so far as the struggle grows
from a small and private one to a struggle for
the overthrow of the capitalistic order.

-, 10, The elementary method of the struggle
of the proletariat against the rule of the bourgeoi-
sie, is, first of all, the method of demenstra-
tions en masse.. Such mass demonstrations are
prepared and carried out by organised masses
of the proletariat, under the direction of a
united, disciplined centralised Communist Party.
Civil war is war. In this war the proletariat

must have its efficient political officers, its good

political general staff, to command all the opera-

- tions during all the stages’ of the fight.

11. The struggle in masses means a whole
system of developing demonstrations, growing
ever more acute in form znd logically leading
to an uprising - against the capitalist order of
government. In this warfare of the masses de-
veloping into a civil war, the directing party of
the proletariat must, .as a general rule,. secure
all and. every lawful positon, making them
its auxiliaries in the revolutionary work, and
subordinating “such positions to the plans
of the general campaign, that of the struggle
en masse. .

12. One of such auxiliary supports is the
tribune qf the bourgeois parliament. Against
participation in a political party struggle one
should not use the argument that parliament is
a bourgeois government ipstitution. . :

<
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* The Communist Party enters such institution -

~not for the purpose of organisation work, but
" in order to blow- up :-the whole* bourgeois

- _machinery ahd the: parliament itself from within "
“i(for instance, the work -of Liebknecht .in. Ger-.

many, of the Bolsheviks in the - Impenal Duma,"

" .in the “Democratic Conference*, -“in the “Pre-
- parliament*: of - Kérensky,' and. Iastly, in the = -
- /*Constituent : Assembly and -also in the ‘

Mun1c1pal Dumas). -

©13. This work’ w1th1r1 the parhaments whu:h o

COI’lSlStS chiefly in making revolutionary propa-.

ganda from the parpamentary tribune, the de-

.nunciation of enemies, the ideological uniting of
" the .masses, etc., must be fully. subordinated to . -

‘the -objects ° and tasks: of the mass struggle
outsxde the parliaments. :

14 ‘The following’ condmons are. mdlspen-
sab‘ (1) The absence of all:,,autonomy** -for

.\~,v;._ .z. “a

the parhamentary Communist groups, and their
unconditional - subordination: to . the Central -
" Committee of the Party; : (2) Constant control~.

and direction by the Party Executive 'Committee;
- (3) The adaptation of parnamentary demonstra-
-tions to those ‘going on outside the par-
‘liament; (4) Revolutionary attitude in the parlia-
ment, i. e., the absence of all “principled” fear
of overstepping the limits of parliamentary

1

regulatxons (5) “The execution "of part of the.

“work outside the parliament, especially in con-
. nection with the mass demonstrations, by the



Communist members of the parliament: (6) To
be in constant touch with the illegal work ang
to- profit by paﬂiamentary Immunity, as far a¢
it exists, for thegse. purposes; (7) An immediate
remand ‘orf“exclusmn from - the Party of any

member of the: parhamentary group who vio-

h - lates in his‘parliamentary work .any of the orders
. of the Party. ST en e S
15, The elective

‘and sailors, €ic.) going on at the given moment; it

Is necessary to summon all the masses of the

- " proletarian Organisations to- active work.
116, In complying with: aj] ~these conditiong

the Parliamentary work must present - g contrast
to the dirty “politics« which is practised by the

~ ~.._ Social Democratic parties of.a]] countries, who

enter parliament with the object of Supporting
that “democratic“,institution, Or at the best to
‘win it qver«, The Communist Party can only
recommend a revolutionary use of the parlia-
ment, exemplified by Karl Liebknecht, Héglund

-and the Bolsheviks,
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', 'f—17. ,,Aﬁfipafliaméntarism“, m the sense of an
absolute and- categoricel repudiation of participa-
tion in the elections and the parliamentary revo-

" lutionary work, cannot therefore bear criticism,

~and- is a naive.childish doctrine which is found-

' . ed sometimes on a healthy disgust of politicians,.
" but which does not understand the possibilities

i -of revolutionary. parliamentarism. Besides,- very -

“often this doclrine is connected with a quite
érroneous representation of the réle of the Party,
“which in this -case is considered not _as a
fighting, centralised "advanced guard of the

- workers,. but as a decentralised  system of badly

" joined revolutionary nucleil - ..

- 18. On the other hand, an__aékn—oywl.édngerr;en{t:"
*“of the value of parliamentary work does in no

" wise lead to an absolute, in-all-and-any-case

“zcknowledgement of the necessity of concrete
elections and a concrete participation in par-

liamentary sessions. The matter depends upon..

a series of specific conditions. In certain com-
- binations it may . become necessary to leave the
" parliament. . The  Bolsheviks . did- so_when they

" left the Pre-parliament in order to break it up,

to weaken it and to set up against it the Petrograd
Soviet, which was then prepared to head the
uprising; they acted in the same way in the.
Constituent. Assembly on the day of its dissolu-
tion, transferring the meeting to the Third Con-
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gress of Soviets. In other circumstances a boy-
cotting of the elections may be necessary, and
a direct violent storming of the parliamentary
bourgeois clique, or- a participation' in the
elections with a boycott of the parliament itself,
etc. - o - ’
. 19./In this way, while recognising as a gen- -
- eral rule the necessity of participating in the
. elections fo the central parliament, and to the
“insfitutions of local selfgovernment, as ‘well as
in the work in such institutions, the Commun-
- Ist Party must decide the question concretely,
according to the specific conditions of the given

~ -moment. Boycotting the elections or the par-

liament, or leaving the parliament, is allowable,
chiefly ‘when there is a chance of an imme-
diate transformation into an armed fight for
the power. ' '

20. At the same time one must constantly
bear in mind the relative unimportance of this
" question. If the center of gravity lies in a
~struggle for the power oufside the parlia- .
ment, then naturally the question of a prole-
“tarian dictatorship and a fight in masses for

©- 1t is immeasurably greater than the secondary

one of using the parliament. o _

21. Therefore ‘the Communist International
insists categorically that it considers any divi-
sion or attempt at “a division within the Commu-
nist Parties united on this aim as a crime
against the Labour movement. The Congress



7 S
calls upon all the elements which are in fa-
vour of the struggle in masses for the proleta-
rian dictatorship, under the direction of a cen-
tralised Party “of the revolutionary proletariat
gaining influence over all the mass-organisations
of the working class—to strive for a compleate
unitv between the Communist elements, notwith-

standing any possible .disgreement. on the ques-
~-tion of parliamentarism. - "= e

o
Y
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Draft of Instruction to the Communist - Members
of the Bourgecis Parliaments- and to the Central
Committees of - Communist Parties, Whose Duty

-t Isto. Direct the Communist Factions of the

- Bourgeois Parliaments,
Annex to Theses on Parliamentarism,

The . opposition to the ‘Communists entering
the bourgeois parliaments is ‘sustained mostly
by the remembrance of Social Democratic
parliamentarism during the epoch of the Second

- International. The conduct of the maiority of
. {: . N N N o X

- Soris
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the revolution advocated -the utilisation of the
parliamentary tribune by the Communists, to

-observe vgry strictly the activity of the Com-

munist members and to take all measures
to create a new type of. revolutionary
parliamentarian—Communist warrior.

S Y S
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To this end it is necessary that: _

1. The Communist Party in general and its
Central Committee should during the prepara-

tory stage, before the parliamentary elections—
" inspect very carefully- the quality of the
- personnel . of the parliamentary factions. The
Central Committee should be responsible for the
parliamentary -faction of. Communists. " The
Central: Committee shall have the undeniable
~ right to reject -any  candidate of- any organisation,

if it is not perfectly convinced. that such can-

- didate will carry on a - real Communist policy
~ when in parliament. . & iern o Ll
- The Communist Parties must desist from ‘the

~old Social Democratic habit of electing as dele- -

 gates only the so-called “experienced" parlia-
mentarians, chiefly lawyers: and so on.  ‘As’a
rule workmen should be put forward as

candidates, ‘without troubling about the fact that.

they may sometimes be simple rank-and-file
workmen without much parliamentary experience.

-+ The. Communist Party must- treat with merciless )

contempt all ~elements who try to make a
career by joining the party just before the
~elections in order to get into parliament. The
" Central Committees. of Communist Parties must
sanction -the candidature of only such men

 who by long years of work have proved their ..

- unwavering loyalty to the working class.
© V2, When the elections are over, the organisa-
. tions of the parliamentary factions must be wholly
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in the hands of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party—whether the party in general
is a lawful or illegal one at the given moment.
The chairman and the presidium of the parlia-
mentary faction of Communists must be confirmed

“in their functions by the. Central- Committee of -

the Party. The Central Committee of the Party

" must have its permanent representative in the

parliamentary faction with the right.of veto. On -
all important political questions the parliament-
ary faction shall ask for preliminary instructions

- from the Central Committee of the Party.
-7 I At each forthcoming important.debate -of the
. Communists in the- parliament the Central Com~
" mittee shall be entitled and bound to appoint

or reject the orator of the faction, to demand
that he submit previously the theses of his
speech .or the text, for confirmation by the
Central Committee, etc. Each candidate, entered
in the list .of the Communists, -must -sign a
paper 10 the effect that at the first request of
the Central Committee of the Party, he shall be
bound to give up his mandate, so that the party’
might obtain re-elections.

3. In countries where reformist, semi-reformist
or simply career-seeking elements have man-
aged to penetrate into the parliamentary faction
of the Communists (as this has already happened
in several places) thé Central Committees of the
Communist Parties are bound to radically weed

- out the personnel of the factions, on the principle
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that it is better for the cause of the working

class to have a small but truly Communist

faction, than a numerous one without a regular

- Communlst line of conduct. ;

.- 4, A Communist delegate by demswn of the
Central Committee is bound to combine lawful

En ~work with illegal work. In countries where the Com-

‘munist delegate enjoys a certain inviolability, this -
~ must be utilised by way of rendering assistance

- to the illegal organisation and for the oropaganda
of the Party. -

5. The Communist - members shall make all -
thexr parliamentary work dependent on the work
" of the Party outside the parliament. The regular
- proposal of demonstrative law-projects, not for them

" “to be passed by the bourgeois majority, but for the

purposes of propaganda, agitation and organisation,
must be carried on.under the directions of the
Party and its Central Committee. L

. 6. In the event of labour demonstrauons in
the streets or other revolutionary movements,
the Communist members must occupy, the most’
conspicuous place-—at the head of the proletarian
masses.

7. The Communist memb°rs must enter into
relations (under the control of the Party), either
by writing or. otherwise, with the revolutionary
workmen, peasants and other workers, and not
resemble in this respect the Social Democratic
" members, who try to enter inio business relations
with their constituents. :



8. Each Communist member must remember
that he is not a:,legislator, who is bound to
seek agreements with the other legislators, but
an agitator of the Party, detailed into the enemy’s
camp - in -order to carry out the orders of the
. Party there. The Cofmmunist member is answer-
- able not to the dispersed mass of his constit-

" uents,” but to his own -Communist Party—

whether lawful or illegal : :

9. "The Communist members must soeak in
. parliament in such a way as to be understood
- by every workman, peasant, washerwoman,
shepherd; so that the Party might publish

- his speeches on sheets “of paper and spread
L them in the most ' remote villages of the

" country.

- '10. The rank and file worker Commumsts
must not be shy of speaking in the bourgeois
parliaments, and not give way to the so-called

 experienced parliamentarians, even if such

~ workmen are novices in parliamentary methods.
In case of need -the workmen members may
read their speeches from notes, in order that the
speech might be printed afterwards in the
- papers or on sheets.

11. The Communist members must make
use of the parliamentary tribune to denounce
- not only #he bourgeoisie and its hangers-on,
but also for the denunciation of-the social-
patriots, reformists, the half-and-half politicians
of the centre and other opponents of Commun-
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ism, and for the propagation of the_ideas of
the Third International. Lo g

-~ 12. The Communist delegates, even though
there should be only one Of two of them in

" the parliament, should by their whole conduct

" challenge capitalism, and never forget that only
~_such are worthy of the-name of Communists—
- who ‘not -in words - only but in deeds are the

. fnortal enemy of the _bourgeois - order and its .

e social-patriotic - flunkeys. - -




Whén and Under What Conditions Sovieis of
Workers Denutles Shouid Be Formed _
- 11.{The Sowets of Workers Depuhes :ap-

) peared for the first time in Russia.in 1905, at a
time when the revolutionary movement of

" Russian workmen was at its height. Already -

~in 1905 the Petrograd Soviet of Workers’ Depu-
. ties was takmg the first instinctive steps towards
 a seizure of the power.. And at that time the
Petrograd Soviet was strong only as far as it
had a chance of acquiring political .power. As
soon as the imperial counter-revolution rallied
its forces and the.Labour movement slackened,
the Soviet, after a short vegetatxon ceased to :

- exist. -

2. When in 1905 at the begmmng of a new
strong revolutionary wave, the idea began to
awaken in Russia regarding the immediate organ-
~ isation of Soviets of Workers' Deputies, the
. Bolshevik party warned the workmen against
the immediate formation of the Soviets, and
_pointed dut that such a formation would be
well-timed only at the moment when the revo-
lution would -have already begun and when the



" turn would have come for the direct struggle .

for the power. : _ .

3. At the beginning of the February revolu-
‘tion of 1917, when the Soviets of Workers'
Deputies were transformed into Soviets of Work-
ers and Soldiers’ Deputies, they drew into
_thé ‘sphere of their influence the widest circles

 of the popular masses and:at -once -acquired a

tremendous - authority, - because: the ‘real . force

* the liberal bourgeoisie recovered from the ‘sud-
denness of the first. revolutionary Dblows, and
* when the social traitors, the Socialist Revolu-
tionaries and the Mensheviki helped the Russian
bourgeoisie to take the power into its hands,

" the importance of the Soviets began' to dwindle.
" Only after the July days and after the ill-success --

of- Kornilov's - counter-revolutionary * campaign,
" when  the -wider popular masses ‘began to move,

' - and when the threat of the counter-revolutionary
. bourgeois coalition government came quite near,
then the Soviets began to flourish again; and -

they -soon acquired a prominent importance in
the country. . I
4. The history of the German and the ‘Aus-

* frian revolutions shows the same. When the
" popular masses revolted, when the revolutionary -

wave rose so high that it washed -away the

strongholds of the monarchies ofthe Honenzollerns

2nd the Habsburgs, in Germany and in Austria the
 Soviets of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies

"~ yas on their side; in ‘their hands.. But -when .-
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were formed witb glgantxc rapldlty - At first the
real force was on their' side, and the Soviets
were well on the way to become practically the
power. But owing to a whole series of histor-
ical conditions, as soon as the power .began
to pass to the bourgeoisie and the counter-
revolutionary Social Democrats then the Soviets
began to decline and lose all importance. During
the days of the unsuccesful counter-revolutionary
revokt of Kapp-Liittwitz in Germany, the Soviets
- again resumed their activity, but when the struggle
ended again in the victory of- the Dbourgecisie
and the social-traitors, the Soviets, which - had
just began to revive, once more died away.

- 5. The above facts prove that for the formation
~ of Soviets certain definite premises ‘are neces-
sary. To organise Soviets of Workers’ Depu-
ties, and transform them into Soviets of Work-

2 -

are’  and ':,“"*"19’" Deputies, the following

(a) A g;ea‘c revolutlonary 1"1”}31.«.;86 a“‘ﬂO‘lg the
widest circles of workmen and workwomen, the
SO]dlCI’S and. the workers 1n general

(Dyiutacdleness cla Pv. icar goonoralcal orisis
: attammg such a degree that the power begms
to slip out of the hands of the government;.

(c) When in the ranks of considerable masses
of the workmen and first of all when . in the
- ranks of the Communist Party a serious deci-
sion to begin a systematic and regular struggle
for_the power has become ripe.
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. 6. In the absence of these conditicns the
Communists may and should systematically and
insistently propagate the idea of Soviets, popu-
larise it among the masses, demonstrate to the
widest circles of the population that :the . So-
" viets are the only efficient form of  Govern-
ment during the transition to. complete Com-

munisiin. But to proceed to. a direct organisa- -

tion of Soviets in the .absence of the above
three conditions is 1mp;ss1ble

7. The attempt of the social traitors in Ger- =

many to.introduce the Soviets into the general

bourgeois- ~democraticconstitutional system, is
treason to the .workers’ cause and deceit of

the .workmen. Real Soviets'-are, possmle only
as a form of- state organisation, relieving bour-

geois democracy, breaking it up and replacmg

it. by a dictatorship of the proletariat.

8. The propaganda of the right léaders of'

the Independents ‘(Hilferding, Kautsky and
others), proving the compatibility of the “Soviet

system* with the bourgeois Constituent Assembly,.
is either a complete misunderstanding of "the -

laws of development of a -proletarian-. revolu-
tion, or a conscious deceiving of the working
class. The Soviets are the dictatorship of the
proletariat. The Constituent Assembly is the
dictatorship of . the bourgeoisie. To  unite
and reconcile the dictatorship. of the work-
ing class with that of  the  bourgeoisie is
impossible. S S SR SRR PR
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- . unue iarge masses of workers. Here the situation

i
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“:9, The propaganda of some representatives
of -the Left Independents in Germany present-
ing the workers with a.ready-made, literary
plan of a “Soviet system®, which “has no
relation whatever to the concrete process of the
civil war is a doctrinary pastime which dravws
1e: Workers” away from their essential tasks of
the real struggle for power. . - .o - .o
- 10. "The . attempts .of ‘separate Communist
groups in France, ltaly, Americd,: - England to
form Soviets not embracing the larger working
masses and unable therefcre to enter ints a
direct struggle for the power, - are only*! preju-

..dicial to the actual preparation of a Soviet revo-

lution.: Such artificial hot-house. “Soviets“ soon

- become transformed in the best ~of - cases into

small associations for propaganda of the idea
of a Soviet power, and in the worst case such

miserable only  of
ompy of “So.
comp
viets* in the eves of ses.

11 At the present time there exists g special
condition in" Austria, ‘'where the working class
has succeeded in preserving e Seviat - s

¢

resembles the period between February and
October 1917 in Russia. The Soviets in Aus-
tria represent a considerable political {orce,
and appear to be the embryo of a new power,

It must be understood that in such a situa-
tion the Communists ought to participate in

3



these Soviets, help the Soviets to penetrate into
all phases of the social economic and political
life of the country; they should create Commun-
ist factions within these Soviets, and by all
means aid their-development. . - 0T
12, Soviets . without a revolution are impos-
sible. Soviets. without__a;'proletarian' revolution

inevitably become a - parody . of . Soviets. The

~ .. ditions mentioned above. = .7

authentic Soviets of the massesare the historically
revealed form of the dictatorship of the proletariat.
All sincere and serious partisans of the power
of Soviets should deal cautiously with the idea
of Soviets,. and while .indefatigably propagating
" it among the -masses, - proceed to . the direct
realisation of such Soviets only under the:con-

"G Zingviev. i -




S

~ Conditions for Joining the Communist International.
4.Theses of the Executive Committee of the
. Communist International. s

PO Y SO S ) : SR
1~ The First Constituent Congress of the Cémmu-
. nist” International did not draw up precise con-
 ditions for the joining of the Third International
by separate parties. At the moment of the con-
vocation of the First Congress, in the majority
_.of countries there existed only Communist direc-
- tions and groups. . . . PRI
The Second World Congress of the Commun-
ist International is assembling .under different
conditions. At the present moment in most
countries there are not only Communist tenden-
.cies and directions, but Communist Parties and
‘organizations. . o ,
‘The Communist International is more and
‘more frequently receiving applications from par-
ties and groups but a short time ago belonging
to the Second International, now desirous of
joining the Third International, but not yet
really Communists. : A
The $econd International parties and the
- groups of the “cenire”, seeing the  complete
hopelessness .of the Second International, are
trying to lean upon the ever-strengthening Com-
. x
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munist International, hoping at the same time
however to preserve a certain autonomy which
"would enable them te carrv on their former op-
"{portumet or “centrist* policy. '

~The - Commuriist Internatxonal is bﬁgm‘nng to
be the fashion.

... The desire of. certain leadmg groups of‘
the ,centre to join the Third International

now 1s an indirect confirmation of the fact that

" the Third International has acquired the sympathies

- of the majority of conscient workers of the whole
- world, and that it is growing stronger every day.

. Under certain circumstances the Commniunist -

. “International may be threatened with the .dan-
ger of dilution by the fluctuating and. half-and~

half groups, which have not yet done with the -

: '1deology of the Second International. -
¢ Besides, in some of the large parties - (Italy,
; ;SWeien) -the majority of which -are adhering
. to the point .of view of Communism, thére iis

up to this moment a considerable reformist

-and social pacifist wing, which is only waiting ~

for the moment to lift ifs head again, begin
‘an active “sabotage‘’ of the proletarian revolution,
and thus help tnu bourcemsue and the Second

" International.

No Commumsf “should forget the lessons of
’~the Hungarien Soviet Republic. -

- The Union between the Hungarian Commun--'» :

"ists and the reformists cost the Hungarian |

proletariat very dear.
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.In view of this, the Second World Congress
sees fit to establish the most precise conditions
for the joining of new parties, and also to
‘point out to such parties as have already joined
the . Communist Inte*natlonal the duties laid
upon them. - : _

The. Second Concress ‘f*f.,the» Commumst
International decrees, .that the conditicns for
‘joining the Communist International shall be as -
foitows:

1. The daxly propaganda must bea; a truly

- Communist character. -

All the.organs of the press whlch are in the
hands of the Party must be edited by reliable
Communists, who have proved their loyalty to
the cause of the -proletarian revolution. The

. dictatorship of the proletariat should not be
~ spoken of simply as a current well-learnt formula;
f it must be propagated in such a way that its
- necessity for each rank and file workman, work-
woman, soldier, peasant should follow from every
day facts, systematlcally recorded by our press
day by day
On the pages of the newspapers at popular
~ meetings, in the labour unions, in the cooperatives,
in every place to which the partisans of the Third
International have access, they must denounce
not onjy the bourgeoisie, but its assistants,
the reformists of all shades and colours.
2. Each organization wishing to join the Com-
munist International shall be bound to remove
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$ystematically and regularly from’all the respon-
sible posts in the Labour movement (Party
‘organizations, editor’s office, labour unions,
parliamentary‘faction, cooperatives, municipalities,
etc.) 2ll reformists and partisans of the “centre®,
znd to replace them by Communists without
trouhling about the fact that in-the beginning
it might be necessary to replace “experienced”
men by rank-and-file workmen. - = "’
3. In all couniries where in consequence of
~ martial law or exceptional laws the Communists
are unable to carry on their werk lawiully, a
combination of lawful and illegal work is abso-
lutely necessary. The ciass struggle in almost
all the countries of Europe and America is
entering upon the phase of civil ~war. Under
such conditions the Communisis cannot have any
confidence in ~the bourgeois laws. They are
bound to create everywhere a parallel illegal
apparatus, which at the decisive moment wmay
help the Party to accomplish its duty to the
Revolution. ’ E ' ”
4. An insistent systematic propaganda and
agitation in the army is necessary, and the for-

~ mation of Communist nuclei in each military

organization. The. Communists must carry on
this work for the most part illegally, but
a refusal to do such work would be equal-
o treason against the revolutionary cause, and
inconsistent with their belonging to the Third:
International. - . ' -
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5. A systematic and regular propaganda in the’
rural districts is necessary. The working class

-cannot gain the victory without having at least

part of the rural workers and the poorer peas-

ants on its side, and without neutralising by

its policy at least part of the other inhabitants

of the country. Communist work in the rural
~districts is acquiring a primary importance in
~this epoch. It should bs carried cn through

workmen—Communists-—'having connectiens in

“the country. To refuse to do this work or to

transfer it to untrustworthy half-reformist hands

‘isequal to desisting from the proletarian revolution.

. 6. Every party desirous of joining. the Third
International is bound tc denounce not only open

~social patriotism, but also the falsehood and hypo-

crisy of social-pacifism: it must systematically
demonstrate to the workmen that without a revolu-
tionary overthrow of capitalism. no international

Temn "o & ot A
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ave mankind from new imper-

falist wars. | S :

7. Parties desirous of joining the Communist

Elonal sihall be bound to recognise the

- necessity of a complete and absolute rupture
- with reformism and the policy of the centrists,

and to propagate this rupture among the widest
circles®of members of the Party. Without this
condition a consecutive Communist policy is

‘impossible.”
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. The Communist international demands uncon-
-ditionally and peremptorily that such rupture be
" realised withthe least possible delay. The Commun-
“istInternational cannotreconcile itself with the fact
- that such acknowledged reformists as for instance
- Turatti, Mocdigliani and others should be entitled
. - to consider themselves members of the Third
-International. This would make the Third Inter-

- .national resemble the late’ Second International.
- 8. In the question of colonies and' the oppress-
. ed nationalities an especially -distinct and clear
.line of conduct of .the parties .of countries
- whose bourgeoisie possess such colonies or

- " ‘oppress . other - nationalities - is necessary. Each

‘party desirous_of . belonging to the Third Inter-
.national shall be bound to denounce ‘without any
.mercy all the fricks of “its own® - imperialists in -
..the colonies, . supporting not in words only, but
- “in deeds,- all liberation movements in the colo-
‘nies. It must demand the expulsion of its own
-imperialists from such colonies, and cultivate
in ine nearts of the workmen of its own country
" a truly fraternal aftitude towards the worker
~ .population of the colonies and oppressed naticn-
.alities, and carry on a systematic agitation in
its own army against any oppression of the
colonial porpulation.
9. Every party desirous of belonging to the
.Communist International shall be bound to carry
. on a systematic and persistent Communist werk
in the lebour unions, cooperatives and other
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labour organizations of the masses. It is neces-
sary to form Communist nuclei within these
organizations, which by persistent and lasting
work must win over- the labour unions to the
side of Communism. These nuclei must con-

. stantly denounce the treachery of the social

patriots. and the -fluctuations of the “centre

These Communist nuclel must be completely
-subordinated to the Party in general.

--10. Any party belonging to the Communist
International is bound to carry on a stubborn
struggle against the Amsterdam “International®
of the Yellow Labour Unions. It must insistently
propagate among the - organized : workers the
necessity of a rupture. with the yellow Amster-
dam International. - It must support by all the
means in its power the international unification
of Red Labour Unions, adhering to the Com-
munist International, which is now beginning.
11. Parties desirous of. joining the Third
International shall : be bound to reinspect the
personnel of their parliamentary factions, remove
all unreliable elements therefrom, subordinate
such factions not verbally only, but in reality,
to the Central Committee of the Party, and
demand from each proletarian Communist to

submit his whole work to the interests of real

revoluhogary propaganda.

In the same way should all the penod—
ical and other press and all publications be fully
subordinated to the Ceniral Committee, whether
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the Party as a whole at the given moment is
lawful or illegal; it is quite inadmissible that
“any publishers. abusing their autonomy might
«carry on a’ policy different from that of the
";_Party, o L - e

' ..13. The parties belonging to the Communist
. /International must be organized.on the princi-
~ples of.democratic centralism. -At. the present
homent of acute civil war the Communist Party
will be able to fulfill its duty only if it is organ-
qzed in the most centralised form, if it is ruled
by an iron - discipline, almost a military one,
~and if its Party centre is an organ of authority
" with full power, enjoying the complete confidence
“7.of the -members of the Party. .. ... - :
‘v »14. . The . Communist : Parties - of = countries

i iwhere the Communists may carry on- their work

“lawfully, must periodically weed out (by re-regi-
".stration) the personnel of the Party organisa-
tions, in order to clean the Party systematically
from all the petty bourgeois elements which
inevitably creep into it. o
--:.15.. Each Party desirous of belonging to the
“.Communist International shall be bound to render
“.all possible aid to the Soviet Republics in their
-.struggle against . counter-revolutionary forces.
' The Communist Parties shall carry on an unfail-
- ing propaganda to induce the workers to refuse
to transport objects of military equipment ad-
dressed to the enemies of the Soviet Republics,-
and also by lawful means or lillegally to carry
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on a‘propaganda among the troops sent out
against the Workers Republics, etc.

16. The Parties which up to the present moment
have stood upon the old Social and Democratic
programs within. the shortest time possible, and
to draw up a new Communist program in conform-
ity with the special conditions of their country,

~and in accordance with the resolutions of the

Communist International.” As a rule the program
of each Party belonging to -the Communist
International must be confirmed by the next
Congress of the Communist International or
its Executive Committee. In the event of
nonconfirmation of the program of any Partly
by the Executive Committee of the Communist

_International, 'said * party shall be entitled to

appeal to the Congress of -the Communist Inter-
pational..  © .. T e o
17. All the resolutions of the congresses of

the Communist International, as well as the

resolutions of its Executive Committee, are
binding for all parties joining the Communist
International. The Communist International,
operating under the conditions of most acute

. civil warfare, must be organised in a more

centralised form than the Second Interna-
tional. At the same time the Communist
Internatiogal and its Executive Committee are
naturally bound in all their work to consider
the variety of conditions under which the differ-
ent Parties have to work and struggle, and
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generally binding resolutions shall be passed
only on such questions, on which such resolu-
tions are possible. o

18. In connection with the above all Parties
desiring to join the Communist International
must alter their names. _ RERTPRTI
. ,Each Party desirous .of joining the Commun-
ist International must bear the following name:
./ Communist . Party of such-and-such. country
question of dencmination of a..party. is not only
a formal one, but it-is a political question - of
great importance. The Communist International
has declared a decisive war against. the whole
_ bourgeois world and all yellow Social Democratic
Parties. - It is necessary that-each rank-and-file
_ worker should - be - able. to distinguish clearly -
the difference between the Communist Parties -
and .the old official “Social Democratic® or
“Socialist* parties, which have betrayed the
cause of the working class. L

~(Section of Third Communist International). The -~ A



_Theses on the Fundamental” Tasks of the Second
' Gongress of the uommumst lnterna’uonal

1 A. charactens’uc feature of the present
moment in the development of the internation-
al Communist -movement is the fact that in
all the capitalist countries’ the -best representa-
tives of. the -.revolutionary ' proletariat have
completely understood the. fundamental princi-
" ples of the Communist International, namely:
the ‘dictatorship of -the proletariat * and. the
power of the Soviets; and with a loyal enthu-
-siasm have placed themselves on the side of
the Communist. International. A still more
important and great step forward is the  un-
limited sympathy with these principles -mani-
fested by the wider masses not only of the prole-
tariat -of the towns, but also by the advanced
.portion of the agrarian workers., :

On the other hand two mistakes or Weak-
- nesses of the extraordinarily rapid increasing
Internationgl Communist movement have shown
themselves. One, very serious and presenting a
great direct danger for the success of the cause of
the liberation of the proletariat, consists in the
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fact that part of the old leaders and old parties
. of the Second International, partly half-uncon-
. sciously yielding to the wishes and pressure of

‘the masses,. partly consciously deceiving them
in order to preserve their former role of
- agents and supporters of the bourgeoisie inside

the Labour movement, are declaring their con-
- * ditional or even unconditional joining of the Third

International, while remaining in’ reality, in the

whole practice of their party and political work, -
. on the level of the Second International. Such

a state of things is absolutely = inadmissible,

because it demoralises the masses, lowers

their respect -for the Third International by
threatening a repetition of such betrayals as that

" of the Hungarian Social Democrats, who had

rapidly -.assumed the disguise of Communists. |
- “The second much less important ‘mistake, ‘which
““is for the most. part a malady inherént to the
" rapid growth of the movement, is the tendency

to be extremely “left, which leads to an
erfonieous valuation of the réle and duties of -

‘the Party in respect to the class and to the
" mass, and the obligation of the revolutionary
' Communists to work in the bourgeois parlia-
ments and reactionary Labour unions.

The duty of the Communists is not to gloss.
over any of the weaknesses of their movement,.
but.to criticise them openly, in order to get
rid of them promptly and radically. To this
end it is necessary, (1) to establish concretely,
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especially on the basis of the already acquired
practical experience the meaning of the terms:
“Dictatorship of the Proletariat* and “Soviet
Power; and (2) to point out in what could
and should consist in all countries the immedi-
ate and systematic preparatory work to realising’
these formulas;. and (3) to indicate - the .ways.
~ and means of freeing our movement from its defects..
1. THe Substance of the Dictatorship of the
Proletariat and of the Soviet Yower.

2. The victory of Socialism (as the first step
of Communism) over . capitalism demands the:
accomplishment of the three following tasks by
_the proletariat, as the only really revolutionary
class: T PR
- The first .is to lay low. the  exploiters, and’
first of all the bourgeoisie as their chief eco-:
nomic and political representative, to-completely
defeat them, to crush their resistance, to render
impossible any attempts on their part to reinstate
the yoke. of capitalism and wage slavery.

" The second 'is to inspire and lead in the foot--
steps of the revolutionary vanguard of the
proletariat, . its Communist party—not only the
~whole proletariat or its larger majority, but the:
entire mass of workers and exploited by
capital, %o . enlighten, organise, instruct, and
discipline them during the course of the bold and
mercilessly firm struggle against the exploiters;.



to wrench this enormous majority of the popu-
~lation in all the capitalist countries out of their
© state of dependence on the bourgeoisie; to instil
* in them, through practical experience, confidence
in the leading réle of the proletanat and 1ts

© . revolutionary vang uard.

. . The third is to neutrause or render narmless
- the inevitable fluctuations between the bourgeoi-
" ssie and the proletariat, between bourgeois dem-
ocracy. .and- Soviet Power, on the part of that .
;ather numerous class in all advanced countries—
although constituting a minority of the popula-
tion—the small owners and proprietors in agri-
culture, industry, commerce, and the correspending
- layers of intellectuals, employees, -and so on. -
"The first and second tasks are mdependant
ones demanding each of them its special meth-
~ ods of .action in respect to the ‘exploiters and
‘to - the ‘explotted. The third task results from
‘the two first, demanding only a skilful, timely,
. 'supple combination . of the methods of the first
-and second -kinds, depending on  the concrete .-
- circumstances of each separate case of fluctuation.
-2.3. Under the circumstances which have been
<reated in the whole world, and most of all in
the most advanced, powerful, most enlightened
~zand free capitalist countries by militarist impe-
rialism, oppression of colonies and the weaker
na’uons the universal. imperialist slaughter, the-
i*peace” of Versailles, to admit the idea of a
:voluntary submission of the capitalists to the will
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of the majority of the exploited—of a peaceful,

reformist passage to Socialism—is not only to
give proof of an .extreme petty bourgeois dull-
headedness,. but it is a direct deceiving of the
workmen, a disguising of capitalist wage-slavery,
& concealment of .the truth. This truth consists

~in the fact that the bourgeoisie, the most enlight-

ened and democratic bourgeoisie, is even now
not stopping before deceit and crime, before -
the slaughter of millions of workmen and peasants,
for the rctainment of the right of private owner-
ship over the means of production. Only a
forcible defeat of the bourgeoisie, the confisca-
tion of its property, the annihilation of the
entire . bourgeois government apparatus, from
top to bottom,—parliamentary, juridical, military,
bureaucratic, administrative, municipal, etc.,
up to the individual exile or internment of the
most stubborn and * dangerous exploiters, the

establishment of a strict control over them for
- -the repressing of all inevitable attempts at resist-
~ ance and restoration of capitalist slavery—only
- such measures will he able to guarantee the

compleie submission "of the whole class of

exploiters.

On the other hand, it is the same disguising
of capitalism and bourgeois democracy, the same
deceiving of the workmen, when the old parties
and old leaders of the . Second International
admit the idea that the majority of the workers
and exploited will be able to acquire a clear

7
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Socialist consciousness, tirm Socialist convictions
and character under the conditions of capitalist
enslavement, under the yoke of the bourgeoisie,
which assumes an endless variety of forms—the
more refined and at the same time the more
cruel and pitiless, the more cultured the given
- capitalist .. nation. . In . reality :it. is - only when
the . vanguard :-of _the! proletariat, supported.
by -the. whole :class - zs-the -only revolutionary. -

one,. or a majority of - the..same, - will- have -

overthrown the exploiters, crushed. them, freed
all the exploited from their position of slaves,
improved their conditions of life immediately
at the expense of the expropriated capitalists—
only after that, and during the very. course of
- the acute .class. struggle, s will- it be. possible :to

realise the enlightenment, education and organ- -

' jsation “of. the widest masses: of . workers. and
exploited'around the proletariat,. under its influ-
ence and direction, to cure them of their egot-
ism, their non-solidarity, their vices and weak-
nesses engendered by private ownership, and to- -
transform them into free workers. - -
.. 4, For the success of the victory over capi-
talism a correct correlation between the leading

Communist Party—the revolutionary class, the

*

- proletariat—and the masses, i. e. the whole

mass of workers and exploited, is essential.
Only the Communist Party. if it is really the
vanguard of the “revolutionary class, if it
includes the best representatives of the class, if
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it consists of perfectly conscious and loyal
Communists, enlightened by the experience

-gained in the stubborn revolutionary struggle—

only if this Party is able to become bound

indissolubly with the entire life of its class, and
" through the latter with the whole mass of the
. exploited, and to. inspire full confidence in this

class and this mass, - only  such a Party -is;
capable of leading the proletariat in the most
pitiless decisive last. struggle ~ against all the
forces of capitalism. On the other hand, only
under the leadership of such a Party will the
proletariat be able to deploy all the force of its
revolutionary onslaught, nullifying the inevitable

- apathy and partial resistance of the insignificant )

minority of the demoralised labour aristocracy, - '
- the old Trade Union and guild leaders, etc. Only

* then will the proletariat be able to deploy its

power, which is immeasurably greater than its

* share in the population, by reason of the eco-

nomic organisation of capitalist society itself.
Lastly, only when practically freed from the yoke
of the bourgeoisie and the bourgeois governing
apparatus, only after acquiring the possibility of’

* freely (from all capitalist exploitation) organising

into its own Soviets, will the mass—i. e. the
total of all the workers and exploited—deploy
for the f{rst time in history all the initiative
and energy of tens of millions of people,

-formerly crushed by capitalism. Only when the

Soviets will become the only State apparatus,
: *
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- wili - effectual participation in the administration
be realised for the entire mass of the exploited,
~who. even under the most cultured and free
. bourgeois derhocracy remained practically ex-
cluded from .participation in the administration.

h . Only in the Soviets does the mass really begin

- to study, not out of books, but out of its own
- practical _experience, t‘ue, work of . Socialist-
construction, the creation of a new social dis-
cipline, a free union of free workers. ‘

. IL In . What Should the Immediate and
Umversal Preparation for a Dmta.torshlp of
. : the Proletariat Cons1st" ‘

5 The present moment in the development
of the " International Communist movement is-
characterised by the fact that in a great major-
ity of capitalist countries the preparation of the
~ proletariat to the realisation of its dictatorship-
‘is. not yet completed—very often it has not
. even been  begun systematically. It . does. -

- not. {ollow that the proletarian 'revolution

~is not. possible in the most immediate fu-
ture; it is quite possible, because the economic.
~and political situation is extraordinarily rich
in inflammable material and causes of its.
sudden inflammation; the other condition for a
revolution, besides the preparedness: of the-
~proletariat, namely the general state of crisis in
- all' the ruling and all the bourgeois parties, is-

Iy
Ve,
~
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also at hand. But it follows from the above
that the duty, for the moment of the Communist
-Parties consists not in accelerating the revolution,
but in continulng to prepare the proletariat.
On -the other hand, the above -instance in the
history -of many Socialist parties draws our
.attention to the fact,- that the “recognition® of
.the dictatorship of the proletariat "should not
remain only: verbal. . - : - ‘
- Therefore the principal duty of the Communist
‘Parties, from the point of view of an interna-
tional proletarian movement, is at the present
moment the uniting of the dispersed Communist
forces, the formation in each country of a single
‘Communist party (or the strengthening and

- renovation of the already existing one) in order

" to multiply the work of preparing the proletariat
for the conquest of the governing power, and
-especially for the acquisition of the power in
‘the form of a dictatorship of the groups and
.parties recognising the dictatorship of the prole-
‘tariat, has not ‘been sufficiently subject to the
radical reformation, the radical renovation which
.are necessary for it to be recognised as Com-
.. munist work, and corresponding to the tasks of
.the eve of proletarian dictatorship. : :
6. The conquest of political power by the
proletariat does not put a stop to its class struggle
‘against the bourgeoisie; on the contrary it
.makes the struggle especially broad, acute and
pitiless.  All the groups, parties, leaders of the
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Labour movement, fully or partially on the side
of reformism, the “centre* and so on, turn
inevitably, during the most acute moments of
the struggle, either to the side of the bourgeoisie
or to that of the fluctuating ones, or the most
~dangerous add to the number of the unreliable
:friends of the vanquished proletariat. Therefore
.the preparation of the dictatorship of the prole-
‘fariat demands not only an increased struggle

© :against all reformist and “centrist“ tendencies,

-but a modification of the nature of this struggle.
. The struggle should not be limited by an
explanation of the erroneousness of such ten-
- dencies, but it should stubbornly and mercilessly
‘denounce any leader in the Labour movement

- =who may be: manifesting such tendencies,

.. otherwise the proletariat will not know whom it
~'must trust in the most decisive struggle against

" ““the bourgeoisie. This struggle is such, that at

‘any moment it may replace and has replaced,
. as experience has proved, the weapon of criti-
cism by the criticism of the weapon, The least
‘non-consecutiveness or weakness in the denun-
. -ciation of those who show themselves to be
... -reformists or “centrists®, means a direct increase
. -of the danger of the power of the proletariat
being overthrown by the bourgeoisie, which
will on the morrow utilise in favour of the
‘counter-revolution all that which to short-sighted
_people appears only as a “theoretical difference
-of opinion“ to-day.
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7. In particular one cannot stop at the usual
doctrinary refutation of all “collaboration* be-
0 tween the proletariat and the bourgeoisie.

The simple defense of “liberty and equality*,
under the condition of preserving the right of
private ownership of the means of production,

- becomes transformed . under the conditions of
- the dictatorship. of.. the proletariat— which will
_never be able to suppress completely all private
‘owrership — into a - “collaboration® with the
‘bourgeoisie, which . undermines: directly the
power of the working- class. - The dictatorship
ol the proletariat means the strengthening and
. defense, by means of the ruling power of the
e State, of the “non-liberty” of the exploiter to
~ - continue his work of oppression and exploita-
.tion, of the “inequality of the proprietor (i. e.
... ~of the person who has taken for himself per-
450 —sonally the means of production created by .
 public labour) and the proletariat. That which
before the victory of the proletariat seems but
a theoretical difference of opinion on the ques-
tion of “democracy“, becomes inevitably on
the morrow, after the victory, a question which
can only be decided by force of arms. Con-
~ sequently, without a radical modification of the
whole nature of the struggle against the “cen-
Ctrists” ahd “defenders of democracy”, even a
-preliminary preparation ‘of the mass for the
realisation of a dictatorship of the proletariat
is impossible. : -




~and revolutlonary form of
.gle between the proletariat and the

- when the. most revolutionary vanguard
of the proletanat will lead the greatest majority
of it.”The preparation of the dictatorship of the
" proletariat demands therefore not only the eluci- -
"dauon of the bourgeois nature of all reformism,
all defense of “democracy“, with the preserva-
tion of the right to the ownershlp of the means

of  production; not only the denunciation of
“such tendencies, which in practice mean the

~ -defense of the. bourgeo131e inside the Labour
- movement—but it demands also the replacing
~_of the old leaders by Communists in all kinds-
of  proletarian organizations, not only political,
- but industrial, cooperative, educational, etc.
- The more lasting, complete and solid has the
rule of the bourgeois democracy been in any
country, the more has it been possible for the

bourgeoisie to appoint as labour leaders men .. -

who have been educated by it, imbued with its.
‘views and prejudices and very  {requently di-
-tectly or indirectly bribed by it. It is necessary
to remove a hundred times more boldly all
~these representatives of the Labour aristocracy,
or such “bourgeois“ workmen, from their posts

- -and replace them by even inexperienced workers,
{ 50 long as. these are in unity with the explmted
~ masses, and enjoy the latter's confidence in
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the struggle against the exploiters. The dicta-
torship of the proletariat will demand the appoint-
ment of such inexperienced .workmen to the
most responsible State functions, otherwise the
rule of the Labour government will be powerless
and it will not have the support of the masses.
. 9. The dictatorship of the proletariat is the
most complete realisation of 2 leadership over
all workers and exploited, who have been oppressed,

~ beaten down, crushed, frightened, dispersed,

deceived by the class of capitalists, on the part
of the only class prepared for- such a leading:
role by the whole history of capitalism. There-
fore the preparation of the dictatorship of the
proletariat must be begun immediately and in

- all places by means of the following method,
"~ among others: e

In_ every organization, union, association—
beginning with the proletarian ones at first, and

~ afterwards in all those of the non - proletarian

workers and exploited masses . (political, profes-

sional, military, cooperative, educational, sporting,

etc.) must be formed groups  or. nucleii of

- Communists—mostly . open ones, but also secret

ones which become obligatory in each case
when their closure may be expected, or the
arrest or exile of their members on the part of
the bgurgeoisie; and these nucleii, in close con-
tact with one another and with the central Party,
exchanging experiences, carrying on the work
of propaganda, campaign, organization, adapting
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themselves to-all the branches of social life, to
all the various forms and subdivisions of the
worker masses, must systematically train them-
selves, the Party, the class and the masses by
-such multiform work.

At the same time it is most lmportant to
-elaborate practically the necessary development
of the methods of the whole work, on the one
hand in respect to the “leaders“ or responsible
representatives, who are very ifrequently hope-
lessly infected with petty bourgeois and impe-
rizlist prejudices; on the other hand in respect
~to the masses, who, especially after the impe-
rialist slaughter, are mostly inclined to listen to

- and accept the doctrine of the necessity of lead-

--ership” of the proletariat as the only way out

- of capitalistic enslavement. The masses must be

~ “approached with patience and caution, in order
~to understand the peculiarities, the special psy-
- chology of each layer, professmn and SO on,
of these masses.

... 10. In particular one of the groups or nuclei;
“of the Communists deserves the exclusive atten-

| ‘tion .and care of the party, namely, the parlia-

. mentary faction, i. e. the group of members of
the Party who are members of bourgeois repre-
entative institutions (first of all a governmental
one, then local, municipal and others). On
the one hand, such a.tribune has a special
importance in the eyes of the wider circles of
the backward or prejudiced working masses,
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therefore from this very tribune the Commun-
ists must carry on their work of propaganda,
agitation, organization, explaining to the masses
why the dissolution of the bourgeois parliament
(Constituent Assembly) by the national Con-
gress of Soviets was a -legitimate proceeding

at the time in Russia (as it will be in alf coun.
tries in due time). On the other hand, the

whole history of the bourgeois democracy has

niade out of the parliamentary tribune, espe-

cially in the more advanced countries, the chief,
or one of the chief, means of unbelievable

financial and - political swindles, the possibility

of making a career, hypocrisy, oppression
of the - workers. Therefore, . the - deep hatred
against all parliaments on the part of the best
representatives of the revolutionary proletariat
is periectly lawful. Therefore, on the part of
the Communist Parties, and all parties adher-
ing to the Third International, especially in
cases when such parties have become formed
not by means of a division in the old
parties” and after a lasting stubborn struggle
against them, but by means of the old partias
passing over (often nominally) to a new posi-
tion, it is necessary to be very strict in their
attitude towards their parliamentary factions,
demanding their complete subordination to the
control and the directicns of the Central Com-
mittee of the party; to include in them mostly
revolutionary workmen; to carry out at Party
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:meetings a most attentive analysis of the Party

press and of the parliamentary speeches, from

_the point of view of their Communist integrity:

N
~

o - detail the parliament. members for prop-

:aganda among the masses; to exclude from

such factions all those who show a tendency

towards the Second International, and so forth.

-11. One of the chief causes of difficulty in

‘the revolutionary Labour movement in the ad-
-vanced capitalist countries lies in the fact that
‘owing to colonial dominions and supar-dividends
of {inancial capital, etc.,, capital has been
able to separate a  comparatively more solid
and broader group of a small minority -of the
labour -aristocracy. The latter enjoys- better
«conditions of pay and is most of all impreg-
_-nated with the spirit of professional narrow-
mindedness, bourgeois and imperialist prejudices.
‘This is the true social “support“ of the Second
International reformists and centrists, and at the
‘present moment almost the chief social support
-of the bourgeoma

~Not even preliminary preparation of the pro-

;letarlat for the overthrow of the bourgeoisie is
possible without an immediate, systematic, widely
-organized and open struggle against this group
which undoubtedly—as -experience has already

proved—will furnish plenty of men for the White

‘Guards of the bourgeoisie after the victory of
the proletariat. All the parties adhering to the
“Third International must at all costs put into
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practice the mottoes: “Deeper into the masses®,.

-“In closer contact with the masses*, understanding'

by the word “messes® the entire mass of
workers and those exploited by capitalism, especi-
ally the less organized and enlightened, the most
oppressed and less adaptable to organisation,
The proletariat becomes revolutionary in so
far as it is not enclosed within narrow guild
limits, in so far as it participates in all the
events and branches of public life, as a leader
of the whole working and exploited mass: and
it is completely impossible for it to realise its.
dictatorship unless it is ready for and capable-
of everything for the victory. over. the bour-
geoisie: . The experience of Russia in this re-
spect has a theoretical and practical importance;
where the proletariat could not have realised
its dictatorship, nor acquired the respect and
confidence of whole working mass, if it had
not” borne most of the sacrifices and had
not suffered from hunger more than all the.
'other groups in this mass, 'during the . most
difficult moments of ' the onslaught, war and.
blockade on the part of the universal bourgeoisie.
In particular it is necessary for the Communist
Party and the whole advanced proletariat to give-
the most absolute and self-denying. support to
all the gasses of a larger general strike movement,
which is alone able under the yoke of capital-:
ism to awaken properly, arouse, enlighten and
organize the masses, and develop in them a
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full confidence in the leading rdle of the revo-
lutionary proletariat. Without such a prepara-
tion no dictatorship of the proletariat will be
possible, and those who are capable of preach-
ing against strikes, like Kautsky in Germany,
Turatti in Italy, are not to be suffered in the
ranks of - parties adhering to the Third Inter-
national. This concerns still more, naturally,
such trade union and parliamentary leaders, who

. often betray the workmen by teaching them
- reformism by means of strikes, not revolution

(for instance, in England and France during the
last years). . -

.12, For all countries, even for the most free
“legal“ and “peaceful“ ones in the sense of a
lesser acuteness in the class struggle the period
- has arrived when it has become absolutely
- necessary - for ‘every - Communist party to join
systematically all lawful and illegal work, lawful
“and illegal organization.

- In the most enlightened and free countries,
with o most “solid“ bourgeois-democratic régime,”
the governments are systematically recurring, in
spite of their false and hypocritical assurances,
to the method of keeping secret lists of Com-
munists, to endless violations of their constitutions
for the semi-secret support of White Guards and
the murder of Communists in all countries, to
secret preparations for the errest of Communists,
the introduction of provocaiors among the Com-
munists, etc. Only the most reactionary petty



bourgeoisie, by whatever high-sounding “democra-
tic® or pacifist phrases it might disguise
its ideas can dispute this fact or the neces-
sary conclusion; an immediate formation oy
all lawful Communist Parties of illegal organisa-
tions for systematic illegal work, for their complete
preparation at any moment against any active
steps on the part of the bourgeoisie. It is espe-
cielly necessary to carry on illegal work in the
army,*navy and police, as after the imperialist
slaughter all the governments in the world are
becoming afraid of the national armies, open
to all peasants and workmen, and they ere
setting up in secret all kinds of select mili-
tary organizations recruited from the bourgeoisie
and specially provided with improved technical
equipment. ' S
On the -other hand, it is also necessary in all
cases without exception not to limit oneself to
illegal work, but to carry on also lawful
work overcoming all difficulties, founding a lawiul
press and - lawful organisations wunder the
most various. and in case of need, frequentiy
Changing names. This is now being done
by theillegal Communist parties in Finland, Hun-
gary, partly in Germany, Poland, Latvia, etc. It
Is thus that the 1. W. W. in America should
act, as wel as all the lawful Communist Par-
ties at present, in case prosecutors start prose-
cutions on the basis of resolutions of the
congresses of the Communist International, etc.
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- The -absolute- necessity principle of illegal
and lawful work is determined not only by the
total aggregate of all the peculiarites of the given
moment, on.the very eve of a proletarian dicta-
torship, but by the necessity of proving to the
bourgeoisie, that there is not and cannot be
any branch of the work, which the Communists
have not possessed themselves of —and still
more by the.fact that everywhere there are still
wide circles of the proletariat and greater ones.
of - the non-proletarian workers and exploited
" masses, which still trust in the bourgecis de-
mocracy, and the dissuasion from which is our
most important duty.

13. In particular, the 51tuat1on of tne Labour
press in the more advanced capitalist countries.
‘'shows with special evidence both the falseness
of liberty and equality under the bourgeois de-
mocracy, and the necessity of a systematic
blending of the lawful and illegal work. Both
in vanquished Germany and in victorious Amer-
ica all the power of the governmental appa-
ratus of the bourgeoisie, and all the tricks of
its financial kings are being set in motion In
order to deprive the workmen of their press;
prosecutions and arrests (or murder by means
of hired murderers) of the. editors, prohibition
of sending by mail, depriving of paper, etc.
Moreover, the information necessary for a
daily peper is in the hands of bourgeois
telegraph agencies, and the advertisements;
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without which a large paper cannot pay its way,
are at the “free“ disposal of capitalists. On the
whole, by means of deceit, the pressure of capi-
tal and the bourgeois government, the bourgeoisie
deprives the revolutionary proletariat of its press.

For the struggle against this state of things
the Communist parties must create a new type
of vperiodical press for extensive circulation
among the workmen: (1) Lawiful publications,
in wrich the Communists, without calling them-
selves such and without mentioning their con-
nection with the party, would learn to utilise
the slightest possibility allowed by the laws, as the
Bolsheviki did at the time of the Tsar, after 1905.
(2) lllegal sheets, although of the smallest dimen-

sions and irregularly published, but reproduced

in most of the printing offices by the workmen

(in secret, or if the movement has grown strong-

er, by means of a revolutionary seizure of the
printing offices) and giving the proletariat undi-
luted revolutionary information and the revo-
lutionary mottoes. _

Without Communist press the preparation for

the dictatorship of the proletariat is impossible.

III. The Amendment of the Policy—Partly

Also of the Make-up—of the Parties Adhering

or Willing to Adhere to the Communist
] " Intermational.

14. The degree of preparedness of the prole-

tarlat to carry out its dictatorship, in the coun-

tries most 1mportant from the view-point of world
/58
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economics and world politics, is manifested mos
objectively and precisely by the fact that the most
influential parties of the Second International, the
French Socialist Party, the Independent Social
Democratic Party of Germany; the Independent
Labour Party of England, the American Socialist
Party, have gone out of this yellow International
and have passed resolutions to join the Third
International, the first three . conditionally, the
~latter unconditionally, This proves that not only

. the vanguard but the majority of the proletariat
has begun to pass over to our side, persuaded
thereto by the whole course of events. The chief
thing now is to know how to compléte this
passage and solidly, structurally strengthen it, so
as to be able to advance along the whole line,
without the- slightest hesitation.

15. The whole activity of the above~mentloned
parties (to which must be added the Swiss
Socialist Party if the telegraphic reports regarding
ite resolution to join the Third International are
correct) proves—and any given periodical paper
of these parties confirms it—that they are not
Communist as yet, and irequently even-are in
direct opposition to the fundamental principles of
the Third International, namely: the recognition
of the dictatorship of the proletariat, and of
Soviet power instead of the bourgeois democracy.

Therefore the Second Congress of the Com-
munist International should announce that it does
not consider it possible to receive these parties



immediately; that' it confirms the answer of
the Executive Commiitee of the Third Inter-
national to the German Independents; that it
confirms its readiness to carry on ‘negotiations
with any party leaving the Second International
and desiring to join the Third; that it reserves
.. the right of & consultative vote to the . delegate
© of such. parties at all its congresses and confe. -
rences, and that it proposes the following conditions
for a complete union of these (and similar) parties
with the Communist International: _
. 1. The publishing of all the resolutions. passed
by all the congresses of the Communist Inter-
national and by the Executive Committee, in all the
. periodical publications of the party. L
2. Their discussion at the special . meetings
f all sections and local organizations of the
Lparty. - ‘ - »
B 3. The convocation, after such a discussion,
© of a special congress of the party for the
- summarising of the results, etc. . , :
4. The weedingout from the party of all elements
which continue to act in the spirit of the Second
.. International. _ o .
- 5. The transfer of all periodical papers of the
party into the hands of Communist editors.
The Second Congress of the Third Interna-
~ tional mus# charge its Executive Committee to
receive formally the above-named and similar
parties into the.Third International after a pre-

liminary verification that all these conditions
P
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have - been fulfilled, and .that. the nature of the

.. activity "of the party has become Communist.

.5 16.In regard to -the question as to what
:_ ~must be. the line of conduct of the Commun--
.« ists at present constituting the minority at the

responsible posts of the above-named and sim-
- lar parties, the Second Congress of the Third
" International should establish, that ‘in view of
“the evident growth of the sincerest sympathies
for Communism among the  workmen belong-

- Ing to.these parties, it would be undesirable

for the.Communists to leave the parties, so long
“as they are able to carry on their work within
the parties in- the spirit of a recognition of* the
dictatorship of the proletariat and of the “criticism _
- of all opportunists and centrists still remaining
in these parties. S S
At the same time the Second Congress of
the Third International must declare itsell in
favour of the Communist Party, and the groups
and organizations Sympathising with Commun-
~Ism in  England, joining the Labour Party,
nothwithstanding the circumstance that this party
is a member of the Second International. The
reason for this is that so long as this party
- will allow all constituent organisations their
present freedom of criticism and freedom
of propaganda, and Crganizational activity in -
favour of the dictatorship of the proletariat and
- the power of Soviets, so long - as this party
preserves ils principle of uniting all the indus+
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trial organizations of the working class, the
Communists ought tfo take all measures .and
even consent to certain compromises, in order
to be able to exercise an influence over the
wider circles of workmen and the masses, to

- denounce their opportunist leaders from a higher

tribune, . to accelerate the transfer of the politi-

cal power from the direct representatives of the
- bourgeoisie to the “Labour lieutenants of the:

capitalist * class”, so that . the masses may
be more rapidly cured of all illusions on this

‘subject. -

--17. In regard to the - Italian Sociali‘ét Party

“the Second Congress of the Third International
“considers as perfectly correct the Criticism of this

Party and the practical propositions which are
stated, as propositions to the Regional Council
of the Italian Socialist Party on behalf of the
Turin section of .this Party in the paper “New
Order“ (L’Ordine Nuovo) dated May 8th, 1920,
and which completely correspond with ‘the fun-
damental *principles of the Third- International.
-" Therefore the Second Congress of the ' Third

- International requests the Italian Socialist Party
- to convene an extraordinary congress of the

party for the discussion of these propositions
and the resolutions of both congresses of the
Communist International, for the amendment of
the line of conduct of the party and its cleansing
of all.-non-Communist elements, in particular .in

- its parliamentary faction.
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_18. The Second Congress of the Third Inter-
national considers as not correct the views
regarding the relations of the Party to the class
and to the masses, and the non-participation of

- the Communist Parties in the bourgecis parlia-

ments and reactionary Labour unions, which

. have been precisely refuted in the special reso-

lutions of the present congress, and defended -

" _in full by the *Communist Labour Party of

Germany“ and also partially by the “Communist
Party of Switzerland*, by the organ of the West
European secretariat of the Communist Inter-
national “Communismus® in Amsterdam, and

by several of our Duich comrades; further by
- certain Communist organisations in England, as
" for instance “The Workers' Socialist Federation®.

Also by the “I. W. W.“ in America, the “Shop

- Steward Committees* in England, and so forth.

_:Nevertheless, the . Second Congress of the
Third International considers possible and de-
sirable the immediate affiliation of such of
these organizations which have not already done
so officially, because in the given case, espe-
cially as regards the I. W. W. of America and

‘Australia, and the “Shop Steward Committees*

of England, we have to deal with a deeply prole-
tarian mass movement, which practically shares
the principles of the Communist International. In
such organizations any mistaken views on the
question. of participation in the bourgeois parli-
aments, are to be explained not so much by
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the réle of members of the bourgeoisie advo-
cating their own petty bourgeols views, as the
views of the Anarchists {requently are, but by
the 'political inexperience of proletarians who
are, nevertheless, completely revolutionary and
in contact with the masses. = -~ -
The-Second Congress of the Third Interna-
tional requests -therefore all’ the Communist

organizations and groups in- the - Anglo-Saxon -

countries, even in case immediate union
between the Third International and the “Indu-

strial Workers of the World® and the “Shop -

- Steward Committees* does not take place, to
carry on a policy of the most friendly attitude
“toward these organizations, "to enter ' into
~ closer - connection with them “and’ the masses
. Sympathising with them, to' explain to them
in afriendly way, from the point: of view of
all revolutions and the three Russianrevolutions
. in the Twentieth Century especially, the erro-
‘neousness of their above-stated views, and not
to desist from repeated attempis to become
. united with these organizations so as to form
one. Communist Party. o

19. In connection with this the Congress draws
the attention of all comrades, especially in the
Latin and Anglo-Saxon countries, to the fact that
among the #Anarchists since the war all over
the world a deep ideological scission is taking
place upon the question of their attitude towards
the dictatorship of the proletariat and the power of
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Soviets. And it is just among the proletarian
elements, which were frequently led into Anar-
chism by their perfectly justified hatred of *he
opportunism -and reformism .of the parties of the
- Second International, that there is to be noticed a
perfectly correct understanding of these princi-
. Ples, especially among those who are more nearly
- -acquainted with the experience of Russia, Finland,

Hungary, Lettland,.Poland and Germany.

.z The Congress considers it the duty of all

cop i

" “comrades to-- suppnrt. by all measures-all the

masses of proletarian elements passing from
‘Anarchism to the Third International. The Con-
gress points out that the success of the work
~of the truly Communist Parties .ought ‘to be
measured, among other things, by how far they
. have been able to attract to their party all the
- uneducated, not petty-bourgeois, but proleta- -
- rian masses from” Anarchism. L '

S e . N, Lenin.
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